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duty 


‘The alarm sounds, the great doors slide smoothly back, and in seconds the 
gicaming appliances are on their way to deal with yet another outbreak of fire 

It is their constant, instant response to the demands made upon them, that makes 

Brady Sliding Shutter Doors the regular specification for fire stations, police garages, 
acrodromes, and all types of public, commercial and industrial buildings. Made in steel or aluminium 
to proved designs, their robust reliability ensures years of service. They are 
attractively finished with glazed vision or ventilation panels as required, and are easily 
operated by hand, push button, ray, or autopad control. Send for illustrated leaflet §D/2/DG158. 


G. Brady & Company Limited, Manchester, 4. Telephone COLlyhurst 2797/8/9. 


BRADY FOR EVERY OPENING: BRADY ROLLING DOORS IN STEEL, WOOD AND pass B R N D 
ALUMINIUM SLIDING SHUTTER DOORS . GRILLES = : 
IN STEEL, /LUMINIUM OR NYLON UP AND OVER DOORS . FIREPROOF 
DOORS . COLLAPSIBLE GATES . SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


SHUTTERS ROLLING DOORS 


i N THE DOORS COMMANDING THE WORLD’S LARGEST SALE— 
pune i> Sate London, Birmingham, Glasgow. Montreal, Port Credit, Hong Kong 
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New Decorplast makes working-surfaces 
and walls really glow with colour—sets a 
new standard in top-class melamine-faced 
laminated plastics. It’s as tough as it’s 
beautiful. Doesn’t easily crack, chip, stain 
or fade. It’s cleaned with a damp cloth— 
because dirt cannot stick. Boiling water, 
grease, spirits, dilute acids and heat up to 


310 F leave new Decorplast bright and 
colourful as the day it was made. 

The whole new range, now in sheets 9 x 4’ as 
well as 8x4’, thickness 4”, is always available 
in matt and gloss finishes —plus new wood 
veneers that really do look like wood! Write 
to the address below and ask for facsimile 
Colour Chart and list of Distributors. 


Made by Holoplast Limited 


sass orice: 116 Victoria Street, London S.W.1 


raerrone: VICtoria 9354/7 and 9981 
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colours and patterns 
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Outstanding range 
of structural steel 


sections 
‘UNIVERSAL’ 


PLUS 


BRITISH STANDARD 
SECTIONS 


Sections from our new Universal Beam mill | 
range from the much needed ‘H’ sections 6 in. by “s 


6 in. up to the largest beams in Europe. 


These sections, available in different ‘weights’ 
giving different load-carrying capacities, eliminate 


much plating and compounding of girders. 


In addition to Universal Beams, the mill can roll 
British Standard sections. 


The illustrations show interesting comparisons 
on the same scale. 


The red beam is 24 in. by 7} in., the largest of 
the British Standard range; the yellow beam is 
24 in. by 12 in., hitherto the largest rolled in this 
country, but now available in three weights: 
160, 120 and 100 lb. per foot; the blue beam is 
36 in. by 16} in., the largest in Europe, and is 
available in two weights, 260 and 230 lb. per foot. 


Equally valuable are the new ‘families of 
columns’, which, like the beams, avoid the need whe 
for flange plating. ik. 
The little white section is the B.S. 3 by 1} in. / 
(4 lb.), to the same scale as the others and is the 
smallest I section rolled by us. 


EARLY DELIVERY OF THE FULL RANGE OF SECTIONS 


DORMAN 
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contracts 


from 


Rolls-Royce 


LIMITED 


endorse the supremacy of. 


VENTILATION 


Among the 12,000 major 
Industrial Organisations using 
Colt equipment are: 


Time and again, industrialists 
large and small place repeat 
orders with Colt. And for three 
good reasons. Colt ventilation 
systems depend in the main on 
internal convection currents— 
not external forces—and are 
therefore little affected by the 
vagaries of the wind. Colt offer 
an unparalleled range of ventila- 
tors. And most important, every 
Colt recommendation is based on 
a thorough analysis of the build- 
ing, plant and process either 
from a site survey or drawings. 
Such thoroughness influences 
firms such as Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
It will impress you, too. Ask 
your secretary to send for a free 

manual to Dept. AW 30/2 


25 contracts: 
15 contracts: 
15 contracts: 
12 contracts: 


14 contracts: 
16 contracts: 
11 contracts: 
15 contracts: 
22 contracts: 


9 contracts: 
29 contracts: 
19 contracts: 


21 contracts: 
20 contracts: 
20 contracts: 
14 contracts: 
32 contracts: 


British Orygen Co, Ltd. 
Cow & Gate Lid. 

Dorman Long & Co. Ltd. 
English Steel Corporation 
Ltd. 


Ferranti Ltd. 

Generali Motors Ltd. 
Thomas Hedley & Co. Ltd, 
Hoover Ltd. 

Lever Bros., Port Sunlight 
Lid. 


Joseph Lucas Ltd. 

National Coal Boara 
Philips Electrical Inaustries 
Ltd. 


The Plessey Co. Ltd, 
Ruston & Hornsby Ltd. 
Courtaulds Ltd. 

Bristol Aircraft Co. Ltd. 
English Electric Co. Ltd. 


FOR VEN (TLATION ROLLS-ROYCE USED 104 COLT ELECTRI- 
~OPENING 


R. T. JAMES & PARTNERS 


COLT VENTILATION LIMITED + SURBITON - SURREY + TELEPHONE: ELMBRIDGE 0161 (10 LINES) 
a*® 
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sat AT THE NEW AERO ENGINE ALTITUDE TEST PLANT, DERBY. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS '—MCLELLAN & PARTNERS 


We think you'll agree that the appearance of these attractive offices at 
London Airport is enhanced by their TOMO double-glazed WINDOWS. 
But that’s only a small part of the story. TOMO double-glazing also 
offers excellent thermal-efficiency values, remarkable sound-reduction 
properties, finely-controlled ventilation and total indoor window- 
cleaning. 


On the subject of thermal efficiency, we should like to refer you to the 
report of a recent B.R.S. test quoted on the right. It speaks volumes. 
When you work within whistling distance of aircraft, sound reduction 
becomes a matter of vital importance. Here TOMO WINDOWS 
score heavily. The total reduction in sound level depends finally, of 
course, on the thickness of glass employed and the space between 
panes. Using 32-ounc glass spaced at Ijin, TOMO double-glazing 
gives a reduction of approximately 40 decibels and will, we hope, save 
Shell-Mex and Esso personnel not a few headaches in the future. 


One last point, TOMO double-glazed WINDOWS are suitable for 
inward or outward opening and can be top-hung, bottom-hung, side- 
hung cr pivot-hung. Any further information you may require will 
be gladly supplied. 


AND SOUND REDUCTION— 


= TO: TOMO TRADING CO. LTD., COWLEY PEACHEY, 
UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX (Phone: West Drayton 375!) 
Please send me your 24pp. TOMO double-glazed WINDOWS brochure. 


al 


% 


+ + + + + + 


Administrative and operations offices for aviation fuel supplies at 
London Airport, half of which are occupied by Shell-Mex & B.P. Ltd. 
and the ot by Esso Petroleum Co. Lid. Architect: Frederick 
Gibberd, C.B.£., F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.1. 


BUILDING RESEARCH STATION TESTS 


When a standard-production TOMO WINDOW Wall-Unit (8ft. x 8ft.) 
was tested at the Building Research Station, Garston, the mean 
thermal transmittance of the complete unit was found to be 0-31 
B.Th.U./sq. ft./h/°F. This is equal to the thermal transmittance 
of a traditional \l1-in. cavity brick wall! This impressive resuli 
was further improved to 0:29 when the TOMO pleated blinds, 
fitted between the panes, were lowered. The U-value of the window- 
area only was found to be 0-38 which, with TOMO pleated blinds 
down, became 0-35. At 0-38, TOMO double-glazed WINDOWS 
are substantially (29%) better than the U-value of 0-47 quoted for 
conventional double windows in the 1.H.V.E. Guide to Current 
Practice, 1955. 


+ + + + + 
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DOUBLE ||GLAZED 


—purpose-made in finest timbers 
to Architect’s size, style and finish 


FOR UTMOST EFFICIENCY 
IN THERMAL INSULATION 
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WALL 


This problem wall could be in a hospital, 

a laboratory, a canteen or any of a hundred 
other situations where a tough and 
hygienic surface is absolutely necessary. 
In many cases, glazed tiling has to be 
ruled out on the grounds of expense and it 
is here that TYLEX, the tile-like wall 
finish comes into its own. TYLEX is 
brush-applied, with no joints to harbour 
dirt or bacteria and the hard gloss retains 
its brilliance despite really hard wear. 
TYLEX can be applied to old or new wall 
surfaces and happily withstands 

frequent washing down. 

We shall be glad to send you a specification 
sheet with details of the wide TYLEX 
colour range based on B.S.2660. 


Brush-applied tile-like finish for walis 


TRETOL LTD., THE HYDE, LONDON, N.W.9 
Telephone : Colindale 7223 

Tretol (Scotland) Ltd., 65 Renfield St., Glasgow, C.2. 
Telephone : Douglas 6133 
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The ‘Durajoint’ made from ‘Welvic’ by Duratube and Wire Ltd. in 
position just prior to pouring last lift of the first section of a culvert. 


When p.v.c. is used in the building industry 
1.C.1. ‘Welvic’ does the job best 


paced is backed by the finest Duratube and Wire Ltd. are used | 
research and technical service in for sealing expansion and contraction 
the country. That service is available to | joints in concrete structures, plain 


all users and potential users of ‘Welvic’. and reinforced. The making of ‘Dura- Welvic’ is the registered trade mark 
If you want advice on the uses of p.v.c. joints’, as they are called, is but one for the pine. 
have a word with I.C.I. of the very many applications of | compounds manufactured by I.C.I. 


“‘Welvic’ extrusions manufactured by ‘Welvic’. 


x IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED LONDON -: S.W.1. 
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New light 


City of Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery restored 
Feeney Picture Galleries. Architect: 
A.G. Shepherd-Fidler. M. A.B.Arch. FRIBA. AMTPI. 


ILLUMINATING 
ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
1908 1950 


on old masters 


eee tO put you in the picture the city whose god is 
Hephaestus likes to see its Masters with a clear eye unprejudiced 

by smog. At the Feeney Galleries it is evident that smelted metal, 

the lifeblood of Birmingham, has not been the death blow to culture. 
Luve-tiles have been specified. Here in fact you see them 

shedding a clear, diffused light on the creations of craftsmen in 

paint for craftsmen in metal to come and see. If you have 


lighting problems Harris & Sheldon will solve them for you. 


Harris and Sheldon (Electrical) Ltd. 


RYDER STREET, BIRMINGHAM 4. Tel: Central 6272 
London Office: 46 Gt. Marlborough Street, W.1. Tel: GERrard 0869 


Complete Lighting Specialists and Manufacturers of Lighting and Control Gear. 


A general view of the structure showing 
some of the 140 ft. roof trusses. 


Architects: E. C. ROBERTS. M.ENG., 
M.LMUN.E., M.T.P.1., 
CARDIFF CITY SURVEYOR; JOHN 
DRYBURGH, 4.8.1.8.A., A.R.1.C.8., A.M.T.P.L, 
CITY ARCHITECT. in consultation with 
SIR PERCY THOMAS & SON 
Consulting Engineers: 
OSCAR PABER & PARTNERS 
General Contractors: 
DAVIES, MIDDLETON & DAVIES LTD. 


ONES 
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STEELWORK 


For the 1958 Empire Games Pool at Cardiff 


FABRICATED 


AND ERECTED BY 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


Wood Lane, London, W.12. Tel: Shepherds Bush 2020 
South Wales Office : Bute Street, Cardiff. Tel: 28786 

Works : Shepherds Bush, London. Neasden, Middx. 

TWweerehy, Glemergan 
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FORMWORK DEVICES 
HELP SPEED BRITAING 


FIRST MOTORWAY 


From the new St. Alban’s By-pass 
to near Rugby—a 55 mile dual- 
carriageway high-speed motor- 
way, involving 114 million cubic 
yards of excavation and the con- 
struction of 132 concrete bridges, 
and all to be completed in 19 
months! Typical examples are 
illustrated herewith. 

For this gigantic undertaking 
the contractors,—John Laing 
and Son Limited—are employing 
the most modern machinery 
and the most modern methods, 
including Rawiplug Formwork 


Fixing Devices. 

These unique devices—Rawlties, 
Rawloops and Rawlhangers— 
facilitate speedy erection, striking 
and re-erection of formwork for 
all types of concrete construction. 
They reduce supports to the 
absolute minimum. They are 
strong, simple, adaptable. They 
save timber, steel, time, man- 
power and costs. 

A new, profusely illustrated bro- 
chure describes these sensational 
devices in detail. Write for your 
copy now. 


Photographs by kind permission of John Laing and Son Limited. 


The London! Yorksh*re Motorway (Southern Section) 
Bridge abutments for fly-over at Collingtree. 


temporary diversion roads. 
2 Span Overbridge—constructed in 17 days. 


LOWER THE COST OF RAISING 


THE SHUTTERING WITH 
RAWLOOPS 


Bailey Bridge for 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
MANUFACTURERS OF FIXING DEVICES 
THE RAWLPLUG COMPANY LIMITED * LONDON » S.W.7. 


Made in sizes to suit all possible needs 
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Uniformly strong at every point, because of its uniform thickness throughout 
the sheet —that’s FILON; all this because FILON polyester/glass fibre/nylon 
structural sheeting is produced by a continuous process. FILON is non- 
corrodible, and needs little maintenance or protection throughout a long life. 
It is shatterproof, and weight-for-weight is stronger than steel. FILON is 
economical to install because it is light, and therefore easily handled. It is 
worked with ordinary carpenter’s tools, and fixed by conventional methods. 


IN COMMERCE 
Counter Fronts - Movable Screens - Window Displays - Partitions - Lighting ag 
‘ Effects - Awnings - Shopping Canopies - Diffused Lighting - Exhibition Stands pe 
; 5 * Gangways - Rolling Stock - Railway Station Roofs - Airports - Washing Sheds 
Bus Shelters - Awnings - Maintenance Sheds - Garage Roofs and Doors 
IN INDUSTRY 
. Glazing - Luminous Ceilings . Partitions - Warehouse Roofs - Signs and Notices 
Dock Roofs - Shower Compartments - Cladding 


os \\\ IN THE HOME AND GARDEN 


Verandah Roofs - Skylights - Movable Screens - Greenhouses - Fences 
Shower Compartments - Porches - Awnings - Wind Breaks - Garage Doors ‘ity 
Pool Enclosures - Sun Lounges - Canopies - Partitions - Garden Sheds - Glazing i 
IN AGRICULTURE 
Barn Skylights - Storage Sheds - Greenhouses - Dairy Roofing - Poultry 
Equipment - Cow Byres - Cloches & Frames - Piggeries - Machinery Storage 

ranaries & Driers - Stockhouse Roofs 


B.I.P. Reinforced Products Ltd. 
Streetly Works, Sutton Coldfield - Phone: Streetly 2411 es 
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i ...and the finishing touch will be f 


Flats, offices, hospitals, houses or schools — Cerrux will be on the 
job — decorating, protecting, preserving. 
Why Cerrux? Because it is dependable — Because its makers are never satisfied but 
always striving to make their finishes longer lasting, harder wearing and easier to apply. 
If you want your honest moneysworth specify Cerrux! 


CERRUX pecorartive PaINTs 


f look smarter and last longer 


CELLON LIMITED «+ KINGSTON-ON-THAMES + KINGSTON 1234 (9 lines) 
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NEWS... 


EVODE LTD. OF STAFFORD 
HAVE BEEN APPOINTED BY 
; DEWEY & ALMY LIMITED AS 

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


DAREX AEA ENTRAINING AGENT 
j This air entraining agent is a harmless, water soluble solution, supplied , 
ready for use and can be added without any special preparation after 
agitation. 


DAREX AEA introduces controlled amounts of air in the form of properly 
sized, well dispersed air bubbles, which are entrained by the physical action 
of the DAREX AEA on the particles of sand in the mix, improving the 
durability of the concrete, reducing segregation and bleeding and increasing 
workability and plasticity. 
DAREX AEA offers, without loss of compressive strength, a direct saving 
to the user, of approximately 6d per cubic yard of concrete. 


WRDA WATER REDUCING AGENT FOR CONCRETE 


4 Contractors and Engineers know they can get an easier flowing concrete 
mix simply by adding more water, but a single excess gallon of water per 
: bag of cement can weaken a concrete structure by as much as 1,000 Ibs. 
per square inch. 
WRDA can solve this problem. This chemical additive disperses cement 
j particles throughout the mix which enables the water content to be reduced 


by 20% and yet the compressive strength is increased by up to 30%. 
Concrete of an improved quality and a mix that remains fluid and just as 
easy to pour is obtained with a saving of 10% in cement content. 


OF CONCRETE IMPORTANCE 


OF STAFFORD 


* SEND FOR LITERATURE EVODE LTD. (BUILDING CHEMICALS DIVISION) STAFFORD. Telephone: 2241-5 
London Office : 82 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.!. Telephone: ABBey 4622-3 
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NEEDED 


for Standard Maclean metal windows are 
thoroughly rustproofed by electro-galvanising 
and phosphating, and are then treated 

with two coats of Sandy Beige Paint, each 
separately stoved on. This paint has been 
specially developed by Imperial Chemical 
Industries Ltd. for lasting protection. 

Only one finishing coat need be applied 

on site. 

You save time, materials and labour on 

site if you insist on specifying Standard 
Maclean metal windows. Standard Maclean 
make the full B.S.S. 990 and “Z” range, 

or will tailor to your requirements. 


In any case, 
Standard Maclean make 
a good Metal Window 


Standard Maclean also make 

Curtain Walling, Purpose made Metal Win- 
dows, Architectural Metalwork, Balconies, 
Cat Ladders, Doors of all types, Handrail- 
ings, Open Flooring, Partitioning, Internal 
Fire Escape Stairs. 


STANDARD MACLEAN LIMITED CADZOW WORKS, 
LOW WATERS ROAD, HAMILTON, Lanarkshire. 
Hamilton 1419/4. 


ABERDEEN: 13 Bridge Street, Tel.: Aberdeen 52331. EDINBURGH: 7 Albany St 

Tel.: Waverley 2190. NEWCASTLE: 14a Pilgrim Street. Tel: Newcastle 27776 

LONDON, W.C.1: Ascog House, 46 Theobald’s Road, Tel. Holborn 2462. A Standard Maclean Metal Window installation. 
, : it Norfolk Street, Tel.: Blackfriars 4171. OLDBURY, sear 

Birmingham: 43 Birmingham Street, Tel.: Broadwell 2191. WORTHING: 30 Manor 

Road, Tel.: Worthing 7495. 
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‘Wednesbury’ 
Plastic plumbing is 
here stay.. 


Here to stay because it’s the biggest advance for years 


in the plumbing industry. Wednesbury plastic plumbing has only 


become reality after the most stringent tests have proved it to 


have attained Wednesbury quality. To start with, only virgin material is : 


used, and laboratory tests are made before, during and after 


manufacture. The tubes themselves are produced to 
B.S. 1972 and the fittings are guaranteed leakproof when used together : i: 
at any water mains pressure in this country. A simple toof 

makes joints easily and quickly, without heat, permanent and 
unaffected by ‘ cold flow’. It won’t pull out, it will last, it's 


well worth following up. Write to us for full details. 


Specify af 


POLYTHENE TUBE AND 
Guaranteed 
ALL-PLASTIC FITTINGS 


THE WEDNESBURY TUBE CO. LIMITED, suston, stares. 


Telephone : Bilston 41483 (6 lines) and 41615 
Associate Company 


Glynn Bros Ltd., Park Royal Roac, London, N.W.10. (Elgar 7014) 
Trafford Park, Manchester. (Trafford Park 1444) 
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GALVAFROID 
D GALVANISING PROCES 


* carvarnorD is easly applied by 4 for SITE STEELWORK 
labour and covers ferrous metals 
zinc cost. and the maintenance 


GALVAFROID confers cathodic pro- 


tection in the same manner as hot- 

dip galvanising and can be applied of IRON AND STEEL in 
under almost any conditions. 

GALVAFROID may be used as a self- 
finish (battleship grey) but is also — service 
outstanding as a primer for most eee, 

paints. If the coating is damaged 

rust spread from the exposed sub- 

Strata is positively prevented 

electro-chemically. 

THE BRUSSELS HALLMARK: 

The mastic and anti-corrosion 

products of Secomastic Ltd. are 

specified throughout a great part of 

the world and were awarded a 

Diploma of Honour and two Silver 

Medals at the Brussels Exhibition. 

(Highest award to a British firm 

entering products judged in Class 37/2 

“ Building Materials and Processes” ) 

*Regd. Trade Mark 


MANUFACTURED BY 


SECOMASTIC 
LIMITED 


For further information please write to: 
Building Department, 
SECOMASTIC LIMITED, 
BRACKNELL, BERKSHIRE 

Telephone: Bracknell 910 (10 lines) 
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For asphalte work 
consult the 
biggest man 


in the business 


tor 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD BARCHESTER STREET LONDON El4 Telephone: EAST 144! 
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A SENSATIONAL technical catalogue issued 
in 1954 — now the text book 
of the trade! 


s— The Finch Cast Iron Soil, Drain 
and Generai Castings Catalogue 


NEW 1959 EDITION NOW AVANABLE! 


Original editions of this catalogue have already been accepted as the finest and most 
comprehensive text book of its kind ever issued to the trade. Now, Finch bring it right 
up-to-date with this new, more comprehensive than ever edition. 

An essential reference book for Architects, Surveyors, Builders and Plumbers, it is 
divided into sections for quick reference and contains a mass of carefully tabulated 
technical information, as well as Tables of Measurements, latest fittings, Prices, etc. 
Over 20,000 copies of the first edition are already in circulation. An overwhelming 
demand is anticipated for this new special Library Edition which can obviously only 
have a limited circulation to Architects, Surveyors, Building and Plumbing Contractors. 
Write today giving name of your Company. 

COMPLETELY INDEXED AND PRICED 

Including 24-page Price List for periodic revision. 


the catalogue deals fully with the following subjects HANDBOOK EDITION 


SOIL & WASTE PIPES & FITTINGS - RAINWATER PIPES & FITTINGS For general distribution there 

WATERMAIN PIPES & FITTINGS - GUTTERS & RAINWATER HEADS is this more compact edition 

GENERAL CASTINGS - DRAIN PIPES & FITTINGS & ACCESSORIES of the catalogue designed for 
MANHOLE COVERS & FRAMES & ROAD practical everyday use both in 
GULLY GRATINGS - SEWAGE DISPOSAL the office and on the site. 
EQUIPMENT - SLUICE VALVE & WATER 
CONTROL APPARATUS - PLUMBERS’ TOOLS 
& DRAIN-TESTING APPARATUS 


Available on application. 


B. FINCH & CO. LTD- BELVEDERE WORKS - BARKINGSIDE- ESSEX 
VALentine 8888 (30 lines) 
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HEAD OFFICE & CABLE 


FLEOR | 
WARMING. 
CABLES 


wi 


PROTECTION 


Designed to last the life of the floor. 
Easy to install. 
Low initial cost. 


Solidly embedded to ensure maximum heat 
transfer efficiency at ‘low’ conductor 
temperature. 


No channels or ducts, 
Cold tails or hot terminations. 


Stocked in standard ratings, or ‘‘ tailored ”’ 
for special applications. 


TECHNICAL SERVICE provides he 
a full range of installation fittings and 
monitor test sets. 
é 

and special rec dations for particular S 

applications freely available. : 
LIMITED 

Engineering Service Department, 
DIVISION, CASTLE WORKS, STALYBRIDGE, CHESHIRE. ia 


Telephone : STAlybridge 2223/8 Cw 5946 
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FLOORING 


* with limitless opportunity 
for design 


AMONG those concerned with flooring problems many have come to the conclusion that “‘Semastic” or “‘Vinylex” tiles 
are the most practical and economical solution to covering sub-floors in industrial or commercial premises, in public buildings, 


and often in private homes, whether over new floors or to make old floors like new. 


Tiles by Semtex provide ample opportunity for attractive designs, as the examples here show. They are quick to lay and 
immediately ready for use. This apart from other “‘user” considerations, such as the economy of longer wear; easy cleaning 


and maintenance; quiet comfortable walking surfaces. 


Semtex, with over 25 branches, provides a complete laying service throughout the United Kingdom, including technical and 
design advice. There are also independent approved laying facilities in the majority of the principal towns. For full information 


write or telephone to the address below. 


Semastic¢ Decorative and Vinylex Floor Tiles 
are among the range produced by 


Semtex 


@ THE COMPREHENSIVE FLOORING SERVICE 


SEMTEX LTD. A Dunlop Company, SEMTEX HOUSE, WELSH HARP, LONDON, NW9. Tel: HENdon 6543 


BOTH PRACTICAL 
AND DECORATIVE... 


The examples above show 
that Semtex flooring has been 
accepted as the most practical 
and decorative solution to 
flooring problems—(left) 
Dunlop Rubber Flooring at 
Tilbury Passenger Terminal 
—(right) Viny.ex Tiles ina 
continental showroom. 

CFH/8S E54 
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‘INSULIGHT’ Double-Glazing Units in }” Polished Plate in house at Elstree, Herts. Architect: E. F. Peat a.r.1.B.a., Elstree. 


There’s double benefit in 4 
“INSULIGHT Double Glazing Units i 


Thanks to ‘INSULIGHT’ Double Glazing Units, large picture windows PILKINGTON ie. 
need no longer bring heating problems. In fact, through their heat 
insulation properties and the way they restrict draughts, ‘INSULIGHT’ BROTHERS a 
Double Glazing Units reduce the amount of fuel needed for heat- aa 
ing, and cut fuel costs. Comprising two panes of glass separated by LIMITED 

a metal spacer and a sealed cell of dry air, ‘INSULIGHT’ units are ST. HELENS, LANCS. 

available in sizes up to 120” x 72”. For further details write to the 

manufacturers:—Pilkington Brothers Limited, St. Helens, Lancs. Supplies are available through the usual trade channels. 


(Tel: St. Helens 4001), or Selwyn House, Cleveland Row, “INSULIGHT’ is a registered trade mark of 
St. James’s, London, S.W.1 (Tel: WHltehall 5672-6). 
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CASE RECORDS FROM THORNS’ FILES .. . 3 


e @ Members’ Pavilion, 64 
2S’ x 11’ 6", plus S’ canopy. 
Photographs by courtesy of 
Empire (Catering) Cu. Ltd., 


James House, 46-48 James 
Street, London, 


@ Grand Stand Pavilion, 4 x 15S x ¥ 6" x 8, plus 10’ canopy. 


PAVILIONS AT 
GOODWOOD MOTOR RACING TRACK 


Having received an outline of what was required, 
Thorns designed three special buildings, as illus- 
trated here. These were approved, and the order was 
placed on March 3rd. The essential thing was to 
get at least two of them in use for the Easter meet- 
ing on April 7th. This left little time for producing 
two completely non-standard buildings, erecting 
and decorating them, but Thorns rose to the | 
RN tay occasion and they were both in use at the Easter a 

meeting. The third one was completed in time for * 


Whitsun. 


@ Pubdlic Pit Pavilion, 6¥ x 7’, plus canopy. 


Generally speaking, it is quicker and more 


THORNS are prepared to supply only, supply and erect, or carry economical to use one of Thorns standard systems 
out the complete works. of construction, but Thorns are equally capable of 


Catalogue of designs and prices on request. designing and producing buildings to a customer’s 
Ask THORNS to quote for your own job. special requirement. 


J. THORN & SONS LTD. (Dept. 113) BRAMPTON ROAD, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT 
BD 369 


— 
i ty... speed... economy... 
oF yes eee 


STEEL ROLLING SHUTTERS 
have been installed in the new workshops 
and garages at the T.A. Centre, 

Stonecot Hill, Sutton, Surrey. 


MESSRS. STROUD & NULLIS 
CHARTERED ARCHITECTS 


Sole Designers & Makers of na 


ROLADOR STEEL ROLLING Be: 
SHUTTERS. 


Gnome House, Blackhorse 
Lane, London, E.17. 
Telephone: LARKswood 2622 
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BRABY 


SLIDING SASH 


This new addition to the wide range of efficient, 
economical BRABY products is the result of several 


years testing and development work. 


SIZES — Supplied in standard units as under— 
2 ft oin. x 4 ft oin. high, 
2 ft 6in. x 5 ft oin. high, and 
3 ft oin. x 6ft oin. high 
or in sizes to suit special requirements. 


IMPORTANT FEATURES 


Adaptability 
Can be inserted into timber frames, composite 
metal windows, pressed sub-frames, curtain walling. 


Simple, Positive Control 

A foolproof device ensures suspension in required 
position. Balance weights are incorporated in units 
over 2 ft 6 in. x § ft o in. high. 


New Glazing Technique 

Glass inserted from the inside and easily replaced. 
Units supplied glazed if required. 

Security 

A device locks sliding sashes when in closed position. 


Transom Ventilator 
Ventilation at transom is obtained by specially- 
arranged sliding ventilator. 


Some Suggestions forfeiting BR Vertical Sash 


v7 Il 


v7 


2a a a 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED LEAFLET 


FREDERICK BRABY & COMPANY LIMITED 


ECLIPSE WORKS, PETERSHILL ROAD, GLASGOW, N. rTeLerHone: SPRINGBURN 5151 
OTHER FACTORIES AT: London Works, Thames Road Crayford, Kent. TreLepHone: Crayford 26262 
avelock Works, Aintree Liverpool, 10 TELEPHONE: Aintree 1721 
Ashton Gate Works, Bristol, 3 reLerHone: Bristol 64041 And Falkirk 


mr 352-364 Euston Road, London, N.W.1 (Head Office). TeLepHone: EUSton 3456 


nnon Street, 


don, E.C.4 (Export) TeLerHone: MANsion House 6034 


Queen's Buildings 10 4 Avenue, Belfast. TELEPHONE: 26509 


Palace Street, 


ymouth. 1£LEPHONE: 62261 
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Thesimplest and most 
efficient flushing valve— 
operates at a touch, 
with positive action and 
uniform flow. Ideal for 
a single unit, but 
INDISPENSABLE for 
modern, multiple 
installations for Hospitals, 
Schools, Offices, Hotels 
and all Public Buildings. 


4 


GUMMERS LIMITED 


EFFINGHAM VALVE WORKS - ROTHERHAM 


Tel: ROTHERHAM 4865/6/7 Grams: ‘‘“GUMMER” ROTHERHAM 


LONDON OFFICE: 38, VICTORIA STREET 
LONDON, S.W.1. TEL: ABBEY 6473 


18,800,000 


‘ cubic feet of air per hour 


EXTRACTING 


15, 100,000 


cubic feet of air per hour 


JUTE INDUSTRIES LTD. DOUGLASFIELD 
Arch ond Consul Sir Al der Gibb & Partners, London 


MELLOR BROMLEY (AIR CONDITIONING) LTD. 


HEATING , VENTILATING AND AIR CONDITIONING ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS 
BARKBY ROAD, LEICESTER. TELEPHONE: LEICESTER 66651 MEMBER OF THE BENTLEY GROUP 


afi 
4 
ag 
| Nothing to go wrong | ir : 
) \ \ 
j } i \ 
/ / j ‘ 
if 
4 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 18 February 1959 


“MURILITE”™ Premixed Perlite 
Plaster, which fas attamed a 
Grade A (6 hours) Fire Protection 
Rating, could have resisted the 
spread of flame for a long enough 
period te have permitted him t) 
use the normal ex*ts. 

Complete details of the test 
made in accordance with the 
British Standard definitions No. 
4761953 are contained in the 
F.R.O.S.1 report Mo. 621:1955. 


PLASTER § 


for detailed br 


By Courtesy of 
Ashton-under-Lyae 
Reporte r 


_ 
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With Canadian fir plywood available in lower cost sheathing 
grades, British builders are taking advantage of its many 
structural qualities in new and interesting ways. 


Top picture shows fir plywood used as a hoarding and as a 
low buttress shielding pedestrians at a site in Trafalgar Square. 
Lower picture shows Canadian fir piywood hoarding at the 
site of the new Ministry of Works building, Manchester. The 
large panels cover 32 square feet, need fewer nails and are 
erected in half the time. They are split-proof and impact- 
resistant. 


DHENOLIC BOND 
WATERPROOF 
WEATHERPROOF 


BOIL TESTED 


Seaboard Fir Plywood 


CANADIAN DOUGLAS FIR 
PLYwoop 


Seoboord Lumber Sales Co Limited, Seaboard House. Vancouver 1. Canada __ 


For the same reasons, British builders are using Seaboard 
Canadian fir plywood for roof decking, floor underlay, 
laminated beams, contractors’ huts, etc., etc. 

Seaboard Canadian fir plywood is readily available through- 
out the country. 

Standard Sizes:—8 x 4 feet (Lengths over 8 feet available 
on order). 

Thicknesses (depending on grade):—%, Ye, Y2, Ye and 
¥% inches. 


N. R. M. Morison, Esq., 
1 — 3 Regent Street, 
London W. 1 


I 

| Please send me free copy of Seaboard Plywood 
| Handbook (L-11) describing your full selection of 
| Douglas Fir Plywood 

! 


Address 


UKS7-14-14 
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begins with a 


The change from old to new naturally begins with a 
Bilston bath! A Bilston Atlanta costs no more than an 
ordinary bath, yet its advanced design immediately 
brings an old-fashioned bathroom up to date. Brilliant, 
enamel finish ensures lasting beauty, and in addition, 
the Bilston range includes the exact colour required 


for any decorative scheme. 
Magna @ 
ta @ 
Mermaid @ 
Marina @ 
Bermuda @ 


Bilston 
—the bath SPECIALISTS 


STRED 


BILSTON FOUNDRIES LTD - 


27 


The Atlanta can be specified 
for any bathroom large or 
small! As well as the 66", 
the Atlanta comes in 54”, 
60", 61” (av ne in two 
widths), and 72” lengths. 


The Atlanta 54. 60 and 61 
must be preferred to any 
other baths of these sizes 
because they are exact 
replicas of the full size 
bath, scaled down to small 
proportions. 


Atlanta flat bottom helps 
to prevent slipping— 
ensures comfort. 


BILSTON - STAFFORDSHIRE /!/ustrated literature is oveilable on request 


THE VERSATILE ATLANTA 


Atlanta shallow step is safe 
for young and old. The 
Atlanta can be fitted to 
give an overall height of 
only 16”. 


Taps can be fitted in three 
different positions to meet 
all possible requirements. 


Corner tap mounting faci- 
litates installation and 
maintenance. 


The Atlanta is supplied 
with or without overflow— 
with or without hand-grip. 


| 
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one of many decorative designs 


The brilliantly successful G.E.C. 101 range of fluorescent 
fittings offers a wide choice of designs for every lighting 
requirement — in executive offices, showrooms, shops 
and stores, as well as factory areas. They are made for 
1} to 8 ft. single or twin Osram guaranteed tubes, 

and all employ the famous G.E.C. Basic Channel with 
its proven advantages of versatility and economy in 
installation and maintenance. 


The fitting illustrated, F41130/1, has sides of reeded 030 ‘Perspex’ and a white 
louvre. The ends are polished brass with an inset white panel. The top and bottom open- 
ings of the ‘Perspex are similar and the enclosure can be used as shown, or inverted. 


fluorescent lighting fittings 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 
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A: last! A high-quality melamine-faced board 
with all the virtues of melamine at a price which 
will permit its use for vertical surfaces. All too often 
melamine is used for horizontal surfaces, table tops, 
shelves, worktops (and rightly, too) while cabinet 
doors and panels, wall linings, etc., are excluded from 
this type of décor by reason of prohibitive cost. 


Melabord puts a new complexion on things—use it 
for horizontal or vertical use, or in matching schemes 
with Hills Duramel. 

The standard panel of Melabord based upon high 
density hardboard is 8’ x 4’, in 4” thickness. 


Melabord — 4’x 4” thickness 
Also available in $” 3” with 
Durabord Chipboard core construction 
F. HILLS & SONS LTD - NORTON ROAD 
is’ Telephone : Stockton 67141 


~~ 


THE BOARD VOU CAN AFFORD/ 


Whatever your ee one ! 
of these will face it: 1 
DURAMEL 


melamine-faced West African 
hardwood plywood. 


MELABORD 
melamine-faced hardboard. 


DURALAM 
melamine laminate. 


TEXAMEL 
highly flexible melamine laminate. 


All produced by HILLS, of course. | 
WRITE NOW FOR FREE 

TECHNICAL DATA ¥ PRICES 


* STOCKTON-ON-TEES 
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STRUCTURAL 
STEELWORK 


ARCHITECTURAL 
METALWORK 


HOTCHKISS 
ENGINEERS LIMITED 
EASTBOURNE - Te!l.2424.7 lines 


HOTCHKISS 


ENGINEERS LIMITED 
EASTBOURNE - Tel. 2424.7 lines 


[ Ginpers | { BALUSTRADES 


Gatwick 
AiRPoRT 


HOTCHKISS HOTCHKISS 


ENGINEERS LIMITED ENGINEERS LIMITED 
EASTBOURNE Tel.2424.7 lines EASTBOURNE - Tel. 2424 .7iines 


solve your | 
4 problems / 


OUR (CONTRACTING SECTION OR B 


“‘We have used STONHARD RESURFACER recently on the 
conversion of one of our buildings; for many years we have 
used other materials made by you for patch repair work. 


“We have found STONHARD RESURFACER excellent for 
resurfacing badly pitted floors which could not be further 
overloaded and where the work had to be carried out without 
seriously disturbing production. 


“its advantages are that it can be laid to a feather-edge ; it 
sustains heavy impacts without cracking, improves under heavy 
traffic and tends to be dustproof.”” 


For our free brochure write to:—Stonhard Co. Ltd., Berger Mouse, Berkeley Square, London, W.! 
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provided acknowledgment to the 


Te building unions’ decision to hold a 
conference in April, to discuss new tech- 
niques in the industry and their impact on 
union organization, is a wise and timely move. 
A move, which the national president of the 
building trades employers, Mr. T. V. Prosser, 
at Liverpool recently, described as being 
important, both to the industry and to the 
whole community. 

Mr. Prosser said: “‘New construction tech- 
niques and new mechanical methods are being 
introduced to the building trade every day, 
and although we have not been troubled by 
demarcation difficulties so much as other 
industries, it would be foolish for us to ignore 
the problems that are looming on the horizon.” 

The problems arise mainly from what is 
basically a craft industry needing to absorb 
more and more the techniques and methods 
of mechanical industry. Methods and periods 
of training are part of the business of 
reorganizing, to meet new demands, the 
trade and craft groups which have grown up 
over the years. 

To start at the beginning: the whole 
question of apprenticeship needs to be looked 
at again. Does it require five years to become 
a bricklayer or painter today? Once upon a 
time when there were rubbed brick arches 
and similarly skilled tasks to be done daily, 
and the requirements for painting were more 
intricate, it was necessary. Would it not be 
more sensible to have a shorter period now 
that the frills in many crafts have been cut 


SPRING MEETING 


out? If apprenticeship training is to last 
five years, could not a portion of that period 
be used for graduation in one trade, and the 
latter part used for learning a second trade? 
Those few with special aptitude could still 
go on with some kind of post-graduate study, 
to become master craftsmen in the trade of 
their first choice. 

New techniques of building have brought 
with them the now familiar controversy— 
who should do the job? A decision in this 
matter is made usually either in favour of 
those who work in the material used, or those 
who by tradition do that job. For example, 
opinion differs as to whether a plumber or 
carpenter should fix a metal window. 

A carpenter is a man who has learnt to 
become a craftsman in wood. Woodwork is 
his trade. New techniques will bring with 
them new trades ; this change must be frankly 
faced. The new trades may be simpler to 
manage and may require basic training rather 
than craft training. There may therefore be 
good cause for short-term periods of instruc- 
tion for those, who by attending them, could 
get a plus rate for the job. 

These and like matters need open and 
clear-sighted discussion, not only to improve 
the efficiency of the building industry, but to 
avoid unnecessary hardship to the present 
members of individual crafts or trades. Every- 
one in the industry wishes the April 
conference well and will look forward to 
the results of it with great interest. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Blee leaving the crypt of Coventry 
Cathedral after their wedding. (Photo: Portman Press Bureau 
Ltd.) 


EVENTS AND COMMENTS 


CATHEDRAL’S FIRST WEDDING 


Large parties of friends and relations converged from 
north and south on Coventry last Saturday week for 
the wedding of Miss Gillian Spence, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Basil Spence, and Mr. Anthony Blee, A.R.1.B.a., 
son of the Rev. Arthur Blee and the late Mrs. Blee. 
The wedding took place in the recently consecrated 
Chapel of the Cross beneath the cathedral. The Bishop 
of Coventry officiated and was assisted by the Very 
Rev. H. C. N. Williams, Provost of Coventry, and the 
bridegroom’s father. The reception was held at the 
Leofric Hotel, where the room had been decorated by 
some of Mr. Spence’s staff, with dozens of cut-out 
paper angels. The bride and bridegroom received the 
guests standing, with the two delightful child atten- 
dants, within the arms of an open-work screen. The 
wedding cake was a spendidly rococo affair in bright 
colours. Mr. Anthony Blee is a member of Mr. 
Spence’s design team, and Mrs. Blee has for some 
years been her father’s secretary. In the circumstances, 
it would have been quite unthinkable for their wedding 
to have been held anywhere else. The bride looked 
— in pale mauve. The best man was Mr. Michael 

ee. 


ARE ‘‘U’’ VALUES NON-‘‘U’’? 

The London Brick Co. entertained the Press at their 
research laboratories at Stewartby recently. They 
did so in the grand manner. Euston Station was 
omageegy with notices about the L.B.C. special at 

0. 15 platform. The stationmaster himself, in silk 
hat and with a red carnation in his buttonhole, was 
there, supported by two bowler-hatted officials and 
four with brass-bound peaked caps. The train really 
looked like a special, consisting of two first-class 
dining cars with brake-vans at either end. The guests 
were welcomed on the platform by Mr. Jeremy Rowe, 
personal assistant to the managing director, and were 
suitably entertained all the way to Stewartby, where 
special detraining steps were provided as there is no 
platform. Buses conveyed the party fully 200yd to 
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the laboratories where they were received by Sir 
Ronald Stewart, Bt., the deputy chairman, and Mr. 
Tom Boxall, the company’s chief technical officer. A 
full report of the proceedings will follow in a later 
issue, but, put briefly, the L.B.C. has for four years 
been carrying out tests on the conductivity of various 
types of brick and concrete external walls. They have 
compared the results of these tests with the calculated 
figures which are in daily use in the building industry. 
The comparison shows that, to put it very mildly, the 
calculated “U” values can be very misleading. These 
calculated “U” values come from small-scale labora- 
tory tests on individual examples of dry materials. 
The L.B.C.’s tests have been carried out by measuring 
the conductivity of actual walls over a long period in 
all weather conditions. The results tend to show that 
by using cavity wall construction with an inner leaf 
of hollow clay building blocks, “U” values comparable 
to those of the officially recommended cavity wall with 
clinker block inner leaf are obtained. The results 
further show that the conductivity of many types of 
wall construction varies very considerably in varying 
weather conditions, particularly in hot weather. 

The L.B.C. points out that its experiments have been 
carried out on a very small scale—only six wall panels 
can be tested at a time—but they hope that the results 
of their work will not only do something to show that 
the required standards of thermal insulation can be 
obtained more economically by using clay products, 
but also that there is need for large-scale research on 
the whole question. It is clear that we must now treat 
all calculated “U” values with the greatest reserve and 
press for manufacturers of insulating materials to back 
their claims with the results of field trials in the place 
of laboratory tests. 

Perhaps the outstanding point of the L.B.C.’s 
research is the very low “U” value attained by a cavity 
wall of brick and hollow clay block where the cavity 
was filled with glass fibre. The measuring figure was 
0-14. The L.B.C. does not attempt to answer the 
obvious question as to whether this form of construc- 
tion would satisfactorily exclude the weather. The 
B.R.S. is said to have tested it for waterproof 
qualities, but no results have been published, although 
fumour has it that they were good. So low a “U” 
value for a small increase in cost is a challenge to 
manufacturers to show, by measurement, that this 
form of construction is safe. 

The full story of the interesting and very worth- 
while experiments is contained in “U” Values, the 
Facts, obtainable from the L.B.C. 

Mr. Boxall’s discourse was followed by a slap-up 
buffet lunch, a tour of the laboratories and a further 
trip in that very special train. 


THE CORB EXHIBITION 


I cannot think of any architectural event in the past 
that has caused such a stir as the Le Corbusier 
Exhibition at the Building Centre. Attendance has 
averaged about 1,500 a day, with a record of 2,500 
on the first Thursday. At the time of writing 17,000 
people have seen the exhibition. At first more than 
half were students; almost every pair of black stockings 
and every beard in the Home Counties must have been 
there during the first week. The crowds are now more 
mixed, elderly people with dogs, and clergymen are to 
be seen in surprising numbers. Bowler hats and mink 
coats are rare, but eminent architects of the older 
school can always be found there. Some have been 
seen over and over again. There have, I understand, 
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been few complaints. One gentleman cried aloud as he 
dived for the lift, “Either he is mad or I am”. Another, 
a well-known architect, thought it was the worst 
exhibition he had ever seen, badly arranged, badly 
captioned and generally quite hopeless. “They should 
have gone to Zurich for a designer”, he said to me. I 
told him that the exhibition had in fact been designed 
in Zurich by two Swiss architects. It made no differ- 
ence. Nothing was right. All the Press notices were 
terrible. I formed the opinion that he thought that 
Corb had been insulted in some way, but I never found 
out as I was called away at the crucial moment. 

The Third Programme discussion on “Le Corbusier 
and the Future of Architecture” sent me quickly off to 
sleep. I found it vague and unhelpful. Others, whose 
opinions I respect, thought it was good. It seemed to 
me that George Kassaboff, the A.A. student, talked 
more sense than Shankland, Stirling, Rowe and 
Lubetkin put together. The B.B.C. has, no doubt, 
helped the excellent publicity which has been bringing 
in the crowds. When | was last there, I saw a girl with 
a recording machine interviewing a fine mixed bag of 
visitors. You may have heard the result on Monday 
in “Today”. 

Critics of the exhibition have been somewhat un- 
generous to the committee and those who helped them. 
The crowding of exhibits, the fact that the show has 
had to be presented in two parts—with many things 
left out altogether—and the general setting have all 
been adversely criticized. It should not be forgotten 
that London very nearly missed the exhibition alto- 
gether. A lot of money had to be raised: the hire of 
the exhibition, with an additional fee, plus all expenses 
for the architect who lays it out and sets it up. No suit- 
able hall was available in London, and if the Building 
Centre had not been able to offer free every inch of its 
spare space, and some more, the exhibition would never 
have come to London. Money was raised from sub- 
scribers and from the very excellent catalogue. It seems 
that all expenses will be cleared, after some worrying 
days before the opening. It is a poor reward for a hard- 
working committee full of initiative to be criticized for 
the shortcomings of an exhibition which has caught the 
public imagination as no other show of architecture has 
ever done. As to the setting, I have heard several 
people say that it looks better in London than it did 
in Liverpool. 


IRANIAN COMPLAINT 

A well-known Teheran architect came to see me last 
week. He knew this country well, having been trained 
here and having lived here for 17 years. He was almost 
in despair about British exporters of building materials. 
He would like to use British products as he is familiar 
with them, but he can obtain no technical advice or 
after-sales service in Iran. British firms, he told me, 
did not seem to worry about the technical ability of 
their agents. The agent for a make of British boilers 
might well prove to be a cloth merchant. By com- 
parison, Dutch, Swiss and German firms were well 
represented technically. A Swiss firm of lift engineers 
had taken Iranians to Switzerland for training. The 
German embassy took a great interest in building 
work in Iran; architects were flooded with German 
trade literature. Nothing was ever received from 
Britain. The only exception to this gloomy tale was 
provided by one of our largest electrical firms, who 
were, he said, opening a branch in Teheran. 

I feel sure that there must be some answer to this, 
although I have heard similar complaints before. Can 
any exporting manufacturer provide an explanation? 


CHURCHILL COLLEGE 


I have already heard mutterings from some of those 
invited to compete in stage | of the Churchill College 
limited competition. The argument is this. Why tie up 
20 busy firms of architects for six weeks on a prelimin- 
ary scheme which is unlikely to give a better guide to 
the best four firms than an examination of their past 
work? Eyebrows, too, have been raised about the 
requirement that windows should be showa on the very 
small-scale drawings required. 

One of the R.I.B.A. competition rules lays down 
that in limited competition all those taking part shall 
receive a fee, unless it is ruled otherwise. This com- 
petition is one of the exceptions. It would be interest- 
ing to know why. Displeased competitors may natur- 
ally withdraw, but that would be a pity. 

The list of firms, published last week, is a compre- 
hensive one, including a wide range of designers from 
near romantics to brutalists. The results should be, at 
least, interesting. 


ARNE JACOBSEN FOR OXFORD? 


The Times announcement that Professor Arne 
Jacobsen, the well-known Danish architect, may design 
the new buildings for St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, 
comes like a cold shower. I believe that his appoint- 
ment as consultant was announced in the Danish Press 
some time ago. His appointment as executive archi- 
tect was strongly but secretly tipped a week ago. It 
seems that he may work with a British colleague. It 
is interesting to speculate upon who it might be. 

Professor Jacobsen’s visit for the opening of the 
exhibition of his work at the R.I.B.A. on February 26 
will be the more interesting for this impending appoint- 
ment. Some may regard it as a blow to British 
architects; others, more generous, will welcome a 
building by one of the leading masters. I have seen 
enough of Arne Jacobsen’s work to have no quaims— 
well, no very serious qualms. You will be able to see 
for yourself at his exhibition. 

ABNER 


From Le Corbusier Exhibition which continues at the Building 
Centre until March 6 
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Letter from Nairobi—! 
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IAN MARSHALL 


This feature commences a series of letters from architects in different parts of the 
Commonwealth who will report to the A. & B.N. from time to time on current 
conditions in their part of the globe 


HE most important thing happening in Kenya 

today, socially and economically, is the revolu- 
tion which is taking place in the tribal lands of the 
Kikuyu. Largely stimulated by the Mau Mau 
emergency, bringing in its train funds from Britain for 
land development, a great mass of “detained” persons 
to be directed to some useful form of employment, 
and above all a sense of urgency, this revolution is 
comparable with the “Enclosures” in medieval 
England. The tribal land is being surveyed, fragmen- 
tary smallholdings are being consolidated into manage- 
able units, title-deeds are being issued for the first 
time and the new farms are being laid out, planted, 
and farmed with the closest supervision and material 
assistance of government agricultural officers. In 
this way productivity has been trebled in some of the 
areas so far completed, and what was once a food- 
importing district now has a surplus for export to other 
areas. For the first time “cash crops” such as coffee 
are being grown by the Africans, rather than just 
patches of vegetables for their own day-to-day needs. 
Pedigree stock for breeding, artificial insemination, 
fertilizers, crop-sprays, and seedlings mean more to a 
primative people at this stage than trade unions or 
parliamentary votes. 


The Indian commercial quarter 


Traditionally, a man’s land was divided on his death 
between his sons—it did not all devolve upon the 
eldest, as in Europe—consequently land-holdings got 
progressively smaller and more scattered. These ill- 
defined fragments of land became a recurrent source 
of disputes, and they were quite impossible to cultivate 
in a methodical, efficient manner. In the process of 
land consolidation the area of a man’s total holdings 
is measured, and he is granted a single block of land 
of equivalent size and quality, often a long slice with 
some river frontage and with road access. The Kikuyu 
tribal land on the slopes of the Aberdares largely 
consists of numerous steep-sided fertile valleys with 
roads running along the ridges between them. 

Together with the consolidation of scattered small- 
holdings goes the creation of new towns. If a man’s 
total holdings come to less than the minimum 
economic farming unit, usually something in the 
neighbourhood of six acres, he is given instead a plot 
in one of the new towns. Traditionally the Kikuyu 
tribal land presented an overall pattern of huts and 
cultivated patches—there were virtually no villages in 
the physical sense. During the Mau Mau terrorization 
the scattered huts were abandoned and people had to 


retire at night into tightly clustered villages on hill- 
tops, protected by moats, pallisades and watch-towers. 
Today these embryo towns are being given legal 
significance, with surveyed streets and plots and pro- 
vision for eventually all the panoply of civic resources 
—schools, markets, law courts and churches. What 
is being done now will set the pattern for centuries. 


Police headquarters with radio masts on the roof 


Land consolidation is being conducted by adminis- 
trative officials in close liaison with agricultural 
officers. The whole agricultural development, in- 
cluding schemes of irrigation and land settlement in 
hitherto uncultivated areas, is being carried out with 
truly Victorian enterprise and assurance, but, astonish- 
ingly, the new towns connected with all this are being 
planned and laid out without the full-time services of 
a staff of planners and architects. The Government 
Town Planning Department is consulted on the lay- 
outs, but it is hard to imagine any other country in the 
world where such large-scale projects would be under- 
taken in these days without the appointment of a 
specialized team of qualified consultants. One has 
only to think of “Brasilia”, or the T.V.A. enterprise 
in the U.S.A., to realize the sort of opportunity which 
is being disregarded; moreover the prospect of making 
irrevocable mistakes at this stage, whose effect is go- 
ing to be felt in 30 or 40 years, is indeed a serious 
one. It is, perhaps, characteristically British to get 
on with the task in hand without being sidetracked 
by these airy notions, without publicity and fuss, and 
making use of the materials and personnel that are 
available, but it is rather a shock to find the Master 
Plans for new towns being laid down with such cheer- 
ful insouciance. 

The most serious mistake would be to apply English 
standards and ideals in the planning of towns in such 
a different context. The function of a town was so 
degraded and the environment was made so unpleasant 
during the industrial revolution in England that we 
are still undergoing a reaction. Even here in Africa 
Englishmen unconsciously recoil against the idea of 
a town—represented by Wigan—and strive to achieve 
a country-suburb ideal perhaps best represented by 
Ascot or Virginia Water. Indeed in the European 
residential areas of Nairobi this ideal has to a great 
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extent been achieved: the European population of 
Nairobi is 20,000, and yet some “commutors” live as 


much as 15 miles from the centre and almost all the | 


residential areas are made up of large plots with plenty 
of trees and luxuriant planting. In effect almost no 
Europeans live in Nairobi—there are business 
premises in the centre and people live in the country- 
side round about. 


The new towns being set-up in the tribal lands must | 


be adapted to something more like medieval Euro- 
pean conditions. In the first place the social and 
political structure is relatively primitive, small-scale 
and close-knit. Walking distance is the most impor- 
tant dimension, and walking-pace should govern the 
visual scale. 


Pedestrian circulations are the lifestream | 
of the community, and for many years roadways will | 
be used primarily by service vehicles. The medieval | 
town’s qualities of security and intimacy, the contrast | 


NEWS 


Opera House Contract, Sydney 


The contract for building the first stage of the Opera 
House in Sydney, Australia, is going to an Australian 
subsidiary of Civil and Civic Contractors, a Netherlands 
company. The New South Wales Government approved 
| its tender of nearly £A14 million on Tuesday. The first 

stage will consist of the lower half of the building and 

outside works. Work will begin in about two months’ 
time, 

It is expected that the total cost of the Opera House 
will amount to nearly £A5 million. The State Govern- 
ment is promoting big lotteries to raise some of the 
money. 


of tight, gregarious, civilized urbanity with open | 


country immediately at hand, have been overlooked 
in the modern fear of high densities. 
There is a danger in thinking too much on paper: 


we have become entangled with the conception of a | 


town as a two-dimensional pattern. Coloured zones 
on a master plan, superimposed with a pattern of 
traffic routes, with road reserves and curtailments at 
such road junctions, are completely meaningless in 
three dimensions. Buildings are the positive elements 


mass of the buildings about it. Town planning cannot 
be regarded as providing the streets and plots, and 
architecture as an inviolable personal affair as if 
there was a bank of fog on the edge of one’s own site. 


To impose building lines, for instance, around all the | 


boundaries of a plot, is to create not a town but a 
collection of buildings. 


“ 


house of wood and corrugated iron 


Typical early 


Unless there is close connection between those who 
plan and those who build, planning tends to become a 


purely negative process concerned largely with restrain- | 
interference to one | 


ing developers from causing 
another. The only really effectual positive planning 
seems to take place where one authority is powerful 


enough, whether it be the L.C.C. at Roehampton or | prize» value 5,000 Swiss francs—is being sponsored by 


General Motors at their Technical Centre, to be able 
to sponsor, plan and build by itself. In the new towns 
of the Kikuyu tribal lands a marvellous opportunity 
exists for such constructive, comprehensive develop- 
ment; it is essential to consider the planning and build- 
ing of these towns, by whatever methods, as a single 
operation. There is ample precedent 


of Fry, Drew, Drake & Lasdun in Iran and West 
Africa, and of José Louis Sert and Paul Lister Wiener 
in Latin America. 


It is high time the responsibility was faced, for upon | 


the form and suitability of these new towns rests to a 
large extent the pattern of the future development of a 
whole nation. 
consolidation in agriculture must now be supported by 
an equivalent imagination in the development of the 
towns. 


| sentatives. 


| 1959, and July 1, 


in work of | 
Group 10 C.1L.A.M. in 1955, of A.T.B.A.T. in Morocco, | 


The impressive achievements of land | 


_ Arne Jacobsen Exhibition 


An exhibition of the work of Arne Jacobsen, which 
will be opened by the Danish Ambassador, is to be 
presented at the R.I.B.A. from February 26 to March 25, 
1959 (Mondays to Fridays, 10 a.m, to 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 


| 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.). 


_ Town Planning Institute 
visually, and a space cannot be defined except by the | 


The Town Planning Institute will hold its annual spring 
meeting at Southport on Thursday and Friday, May 21 
and 22. Local authorities are invited to appoint repre- 
The address for inquiries is 18 Ashley Place, 
London, S.W.1. 

The annual meeting of the North of England division 
of the institute will follow on Saturday and Sunday, 


May 23-24, at Southport. 


_ Ford Foundation Travel Grants 


Four travel grants to the United States have been 
announced by the English-Speaking Union. These provide 
for the return fare, travel within the States, and a sub- 
sistence allowance for up to 56 days, between September, 
1960. Applicants must be British 
subjects, aged between 30 and 40, who are experienced 
and practising in a branch of the arts. The closing date 


| for applications is May 2; the address for inquiries 1s 


The Secretary, The English-Speaking Union, 37 Charles 
Street, Berkeley Square, London, W.1. 


The “Sanitaryware Prize” 


An international competition entitled the “Sanitaryware 


the Fédération Européene des fabricants de Céramique 


| Sanitaires (F.E.C.S.), and is open until July this year. 
| The object of the competition is to promote the instal- 


lation of modern efficient ceramic sanitary fittings, “as 
a symbol of civilization and social progress in every 
country”. 

The prize will be awarded to the author of an article, 
run in European periodicals or daily mewspapers, 
describing and stressing under the social, technical and 
functional aspects, the problem of sanitary and hygienic 
fixtures, with the various possibilities of developing those 
services indispensable to the civilized life of any people. 
The articles must have appeared between November, 1958, 
and July, 1959. 

Eight copies of the publications, which will not be 
returned, should be submitted to: the Secretary's Office, 
F.E.C.S.—Prize, 3, Via Filippo Corridoni, Milan, Italy. 
Authors or publishers may submit entries, and the jury 
_ is free to consider other articles which were not submitted 
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NEWS CONTINUED 


by those responsible for them. With the approval of 
the authors concerned, the F.E.C.S. will publish, in a 
booklet of four languages, all articles considered. Mr. 
Angelo Lupi, president of the F.E.C.S., will preside over 
the jury, which will be composed of three representatives 
of the Press and four representatives of the sanitary 
fixture manufacturers. 


Truscon Travelling Scholarship 


Truscon is offering a travelling scholarship of £125 
again this year to enable an Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects to undertake a continental 
tour of about three weeks’ duration. The winner will be 
accompanied by a member of the Company’s technical 
staff on a similar scholarship and they will jointly study 
reinforced concrete work in Europe, with particular 
reference to the collaboration between architect and 
engineer. A joint report will be prepared, the use and 
copyright of which will remain at the disposal of the 
company. 

Applicants must be under 35 on April 3, 1959, the 
closing date for applications. The address for applications 
is the Secretary, Truscon Limited, 35/41 Lower Marsh, 
London, S.E.1. 


R.S.A. Academicians 


Mr. J. L. Gleave, architect, and Mr. William M. Glass, 
painter, have been elected Academicians of the Royal 
Scottish Academy. Mr. Gleave was head of the School 
of Architecture, Edinburgh College of Art, from 1936 to 
1950. He is a member of the Edinburgh Princes Street 
Panel set up to advise on the control of building develop- 
ment in that area. 


Professional Announcements 


Richard Nickson, M.A.(CANTAB.), F.R.LB.A., F.R.S.A., A.A. 
pip., has reopened a branch office in the Liverpool area, 
in conjunction with Mr. T. C. Ribchester. Present accom- 
modation address: 10 Sunnyfields, Ormskirk, Lancashire 
(telephone: Ormskirk 2698). 


David Mylne, A.R.1.B.A., A.R.LA.S., has left the British 
Aluminium Co. Ltd., Edinburgh, to take over the practice 
known as Walter Duns, chartered architect, Langtongate, 
Duns, Berwickshire (telephone: Duns 3189), which he 
will continue under that style and at that address. 

Owing to continued ill health, Mr. L. A. Culliford, 
F.R.LB.A., F.R.LC.S., M.T.P.L., ha$ retired from the firm of 
L. A. Culliford & Partners. The practice will be carried 
on by the remaining partners, Leslie A. Chackett, 
F.R.L.B.A., F.R.LC.S., Richard Henniker, M.A., F.R.LB.A., 
and Jeffrey W. W. Lyde, A.R.1.B.A. 


R.L.B.A. Council Meeting: 3.2.59 


Appointments 


Representatives on A.R.C.U.K. for the year beginning 
April 1, 1959. 


On the Architects’ Registration Council: D. H. Beaty- 
Pownall, J. B, Brandt, J. E. A. Brownrigg, L. A. Chackett, 
Thomas S. Cordiner, Dr. F. F, C. Curtis, R. E. Enthoven, 
R. O. Foster, S. Vincent Goodman, R. D. Hammett, J. 
Kenneth Hicks, Leonard C. Howitt, R. J. Hurst, H. L. 
Kelly, Cecil Kennard, A. H. Ley, H. M. Lidbetter, 
Howard V. Lobb, E. D. Lyons, S. W. Milburn, E. D. 
Mills, T. E. North, J. T. W. Peat, F. B. Pooley, F. L. 


Preston, W. A. Rutter, R. H. Uren, A. Neville Ward, 
David Bb. Waterhouse. 


On the Admission Committee: L. A. Chackett, H. 
Martin Lidbetter, E. D. Lyons, J. T. W. Peat. 


Mr. David M. Waterhouse was appointed joint secre- 
tary of the Joint Contracts Tribunal in place of Mr. C. D. 
Spragg. The other joint secretary is Mr. Howard A. 
Close (N.F.B.T.E.). 


Technical Literature Competition 


On the recommendation of the Science Committee, it 
was agreed to sponsor jointly with the Building Centre 
a third competition for trade and technical literature to 
be held during 1959 on the same basis as the two previous 
competitions. 


Chamber of Commerce Year Books 


On the recommendation of the Practice Committee, it 
was agreed to discuss with the A.R.C.U.K. arrangements 
for relaxing the restriction against architects having their 
names in local Chamber of Commerce Year Books under 
classified professional headings. It was thought that such 
a relaxation would bring the architectural profession 
into line with the other leading professions, the names 
of whose members are allowed to appear in_ these 
directories. 


Pearce Edwards Bequest 


A legacy of £1,500 has been received under the will of 
the late F. E. Pearce Edwards upon trust for the provision 
of an annual prize to be known as the Pearce Edwards 
Award to be restricted to official architects and/or 
members of their staffs (defined as architects remunerated 
by salary and/or employed in an official architectural 
department by any government, local authority or public 
company within the British Commonwealth and irrespec- 
tive of age) for a design thesis or essay based on a 
specified subject appertaining to or connected with any 
branch of the work of such official architectural depart- 


ments. 


The council accepted this bequest and instructed the 
Board of Architectural Education to consider the appro- 
priate administrative arrangements for the award. 


Urban Motorways 


The council received a report on the results of action 
so far taken in pressing for having available qualified 
architectural advice at the outset in the study of planning 
for urban motorways. It was understood that support 
of the institute’s case would be forthcoming from the 
Royal Fine Art Commission, the Central Council of 
Civic Societies, the Town Planning Institute, and the 
Civic Trust. In addition the institute’s approach to the 
Arts and Amenities Committee of Members of Parliament 
is receiving consideration. Presidents of allied societies 
in the provinces, where study groups are being set up, 
reported on action taken locally to bring home the neces- 
sity for adequate town planning and civic design in 
relation to the new feeder roads. 

The president said he had written letters stressing the 
importance of this matter to The Times, the Daily 
Telegraph, the Manchester Guardian, the Yorkshire Post, 
the Scotsman and the Glasgow Herald. 

It was agreed that this subject was of such paramount 
importance for the future appearance of town and 
country that every effort should be made to bring home 
to those concerned, the danger of planning on too 
restricted a technical front. As an immediate step, it 
was agreed to draw the attention of all members to the 
matter by means of a study to be published in the RI.B.A. 
Journal and to ask the technical Press to help by giving 
the maximum publicity to the subject. 
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A further development of the institute’s campaign 
would be the production by the Town and Country 
Planning and Housing Committee of a more detailed 
study including a survey of similar developments in 
European countries and the publication of a treatise with 
suitable illustrations. It is intended that this shall be 
launched with the help of the National Press. 


Law and Administration 


Building By-laws 


It has long been the subject of comment among 
architects and builders that much time must be wasted 
when dealing with local by-law requirements since these 
vary from place to place. Sir Alfred Bossom, M.P., drew 
the attention of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to this matter in the House of Commons on 
January 21; it was observed that there are at present 
“over 1,400 locally made building by-laws in England and 
Wales”. 

The Minister stated that he intended to consider whether 
it was desirable to change to a single centrally-made set 
of building regulations as is to be provided for Scotland. 
He added: 

“I propose to invite the views of the local authority 
associations, the London County Council, the interested 
professional bodies and the building industry.” 

Architects, builders and others are thus served with 
notice and may wish to begin at once to consider what 
new legislative arrangements they desire. Meanwhile, the 
Minister, in Circular 5/59, dealing with smoke control 
areas, has once again said that he “hopes that the small 
number of urban authorities in black areas who have not 
yet made a building bylaw for smokeless heating and 
cooking appliances in new buildings will now do so”. 


Local Government Finances 


The Local Government Act, 1933, and the London 
Government Act, 1939, made detailed provisions for the 
handling of receipts and payments by local authorities. 
The Minister of Housing and Local Government has 
drawn the attention of local authorities, in Circular 4/59, 
to the fact that these provisions are now replaced by 
those of Section 58 of the Local Government Act, 1958, 
and observes that: 

“The new provisions will enable all local authorities to 
review present rules and adopt the procedures best suited 
to their particular needs.” 

The Circular is accompanied by a useful memorandum 
on the general principles of local authority accounting. 


London Government 


The Royal Commission on Local Government in 
Greater London have announced that they propose to 
hear oral evidence beginning in early March: details are 
to be announced later. Any person or body considering 
the possibility of giving evidence would be well advised to 
read the written memoranda of evidence from Govern- 
ment departments which was published by H.M.S.O. on 
January 26, 1959. 


Plant and Machinery 


Builders and contractors are likely to be interested in 
the Report of the Committee on the Rating of Plant and 
Machinery. The committee recommend that a new list 
of all types of machinery and plant liable to local rates 
should be adopted. This is intended to replace the 
present list, which was brought into force in 1927. The 
Minister of Housing and Local Government has said that 
he intends to make an order, based on the committee’s 
statement, to be effective from April 1, 1959. He is 
prepared, however, to take into account any representa- 
tions on the report of the committee which are received 
in the Ministry by February 28. 


More Parking Meters 


The Minister of Transport, Mr. Watkinson, told the 
House in a written reply that he had received forma! appli- 
cations from Manchester, Liverpool, Bristol, Birmingham 
and Sheffield for the extension to them of the provisions 
of the Road Traffic Act concerning parking-meter schemes. 
He was, he said, considering the form of a composite order 
in which these and possibly other areas could be speci- 
fied. In answer to another question, he said that he hoped 
to be able to make the necessary order and regulations 
for the St. Marylebone parking-meter scheme early next 
month. 

The Minister said that he had asked for particulars of 
a new type of parking meter brought to his attention by 
Mr. Gresham Cooke. This, Mr. Cooke informed him, was 
about to be introduced in South Africa and was a device 
which could be fitted inside individual motor-cars and 
would avoid the disfigurement of the pavements. 

Mr. Watkinson added, however, that he would not be 
prepared to defer consideration of proposed parking-meter 
schemes on these grounds. The use of the South African 
device in this country might, he thought, need legislation. 
(February 11.) 


Kingsway Underpass Scheme 


The London County Council are considering two alterna- 
tive proposals for the conversion of the old Kingsway sub- 
way into an underpass for traffic from Kingsway to the 
Embankment. This emerged from a reply by Mr. Watkin- 
son to two questions about the subway. (February 11.) 


Electrical Road Heating 


Interest in electrical heating of roads seems to be grow- 
ing in the Commons, but the Government appears to main- 
tain a carefully impartial attitude towards it. A descrip- 
tion of the experiments of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research was given by Mr. Nicholls, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Works, in 
answer to a question from Sir William Anstruther-Gray. 
Mr. Nicholls said that there had been satisfactory pro- 
gress so far in the experiments. Surfaces of this kind had 
been laid at West Drayton, in Middlesex, in 1956, and 
the results were at the disposal of any highway authority 
that might wish to apply this method to particular stretches 
of roads. It could most readily be installed in new roads 
or on stretches due for resurfacing. The method had so 
far been confined to steep slopes. In answer to further 
questions he estimated the cost at about 30s a square yard 
and the running cost at about 2s 6d a square yard in 
winter. Mr. Nicholls carefully by-passed a jibe from Mr. 
Ernest Davies, that it might have been applied to the 
Preston motorway, by remarking that this did not come 
within the ambit of his department. (February 2.) 


Stonehenge Costs 


The cost of erecting the trilithon and the two outer 
circle stones at Stonehenge was £10,350. This was dis- 
closed by the Ministry of Works in answer to a question 
from Mr. Eric Fletcher. (February 3.) 


The Victoria Tube 


Mr. Watkinson, the Minister of Transport, gave a cool 
answer to two Labour members who pressed him to make 
an announcement about a start on the still fictitious Vic- 
toria-Walthamstow underground line. It raised, he said, 
considerable financial problems, and, so far, the British 
Transport Commission had been unable to find room for 
it in their budget proposals. Expense regardless, Mr. Eric 
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Fletcher suggested that this was a real solution to the 
increasing traffic problems of London. Mr. Watkinson 
replied tartly that it would cost £55,000,000 and lose 
£3,000,000 a year. Mr. Ernest Davies suggested that it 
would provide work for those unemployed and would 
take up some of the unused capacity in the steel industry. 
Mr. Watkinson said he thought that the real question to 
decide was whether or not the £55,000,000 might not be 
better employed in providing more off-street parking in 
London. (February 4.) 


The Preston By-pass 


Mr. Watkinson, despite the magisterial rebukes adminis- 
tered by such contrasting journals as the Manchester 
Guardian and the Daily Mail, carefully stone-walled his 
way through more questions about the frost damage to the 
Preston By-pass. He fully supported, he said, the action 
of the Lancashire County Council in pressing this road 
scheme forward, and thought it best to keep a sense of 
proportion about it. He was a little nettled by Mr. George 
Strauss’s suggestion that no one in the country would be- 
lieve his statement that nobody was to blame, and said 
that it was “quite natural” that a different method of 
construction was being used on the London-Birmingham 
motorway. In a further written answer to similar ques- 


tions, he added that repairs to the road were proceeding | 


as fast as frost conditions. would allow, but the date by 
which they would be completed depended on the weather. 
The cost of the repairs would be about £5,000. In 
addition, in order to draw off the water which had 
collected in the road and as an insurance against further 
damage, the county council had decided to install 
additional drainage alongside the carriageway where 
necessary. This work was now completed and he was told 
that its cost would be about £90,000. He denied, again, 
that there was anything wrong with the design of the road. 
(February 4.) 


Ceming Events 


The Town Planning Institute (Scottish Branch) 


February 19 at 7 p.m. “Housing Layout—-Home and 
Abroad”, by T. F. Lyon, a.r.1.8.4., A.M.T.P.1. At the North 
British Hotel, Edinburgh. ‘ 


Institute of Landscape Architects 
February 19 at 6.15 p.m. Members’ Work. At 1 Park 
Crescent, Portland Place, W.1. 


Society of Chemical Industry 

February 19 at 6 p.m. “Paint and Paint Films as Chemical 
and Physical Structures”, by Dr. S. H. Bell, of the Paint 
Research Station. At 14 Belgrave Square, S.W.1. 


Royal Institute of British Architects 


February 19 and 20 at 6 ne “Symposium on Laboratories 
No. 2.” At 66 Portland Place, London, W.1. 


Cement and Concrete Association 

February 23 at 7.15 p.m. “Practical Formwork Design and 
Construction for Concrete”, by J. G. Richardson. At North- 
East Essex Technical College and School of Art, Sheepen 
Road, Colchester. 


The Faculty of Building 


February 23 at 7 p.m. “Dry Construction”, by J. Hesketh- 
Jones, M.F.8. At Church House, Westminster, S.W.1. 


Willesden Technical College 

February 23 to 28. Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. 
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Silver Jubilee Exhibition of 
the Building and Engineering Departments. 
Willesden. 


At Denzil Road, 
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Readers who enjoyed the stories in issues 10/12/58 and 
31/12/58 will welcome another John and Mary: 


A New Year Resolution 


by ALBERT ANARISC 


ARY,. I’m about 
Resolution.” 

“Rather late, John.” 

“Very late, dear. You see, I resolve that this year 
I shall get out of quantity surveying.” 

“What, at thirty-four? And do what?” 

“Two questions, two answers. Yes, at thirty-four 
because at thirty-five I shall be twelve months more 
frustrated, and, secondly, I don’t know.” 

“Commercial traveller?” 

“Representative, darling, is the word you want. 
Commercial travellers had to change their name after 
all those jokes, so they are all representatives now. 
Yes, I could be a representative but it has its disadvan- 
tages. I rather favour a job with a contractor, 
although I admit I sometimes wonder if I could be 
brutal enough to make a lot of money for a builder. 
There are lots of honest builders’ surveyors, but the 
ones that make the money are those that keep mum 
when they see the professional quantity surveyor 
erring in their favour. I couldn’t do that so I would 
never be very rich, but I am sure I could quite quickly 
learn to be an honest builder’s surveyor and earn more 
than I do with Smudge.” 

“But, John, if you stay with Smudge a little longer 
he may make you a partner.” 

“Mary, I’m sorry to have to tell you that after a 
great deal of thought I have decided that I don’t want 
to be a partner.” 

“But, why not. Don’t you want to make money?” 

“Yes, but I also want to do something in which I 
can express myself (a bill of quantities has its limita- 
tions in this respect) and something that satisfies me. 
I am now convinced that being a partner in a quantity 
surveyor’s office will never solve either of these prob- 
lems. Look at Smudge. We all like him, he’s fair 
minded and thoughtful, he’s got a car and a ciné 
camera and a detached house, but he never seems 
content. The nearest he ever gets to being happy is 
feeling pleased with himself. No, I want something 
more satisfying.” 

“So quantity surveying isn’t satisfying?” 

“No, not to me, and not to a good number of 
quantity surveyors I know. I believe, however, that it 
used to be satisfying and I think it still could be satis- 
fying, but as it stands at the moment it satisfies 
morons. You never get to the end of a day’s work, 
everything carries over to tomorrow and then to next 
month and then to next year. You are never finished. 
A quantity surveyor’s office has become a linen basket 
that is always full of dirty clothes.” 

“But is there no satisfaction in helping somebody: 
in giving a service?” 

“Yes, if you do these things, but this is just the 
trouble with quantity surveying these days, we don’t 
give enough help or enough service. We are far too 
busy looking through the trees for the wood. The 
quantity surveyor was a very useful person in con- 
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ception—an honest and fair-minded fellow who wouid 
give builders an equal footing on which to tender and 
who could help the architect through his financial 
problems. Unfortunately, human nature being what 
it is, builders soon found that the more thorough our 
measurements the safer life was for them, and the 
architects—the unscrupulous architects—soon dis- 
covered that we never refused when they asked us to 
do some of their work for them. So here we are in 
1959 measuring unnecessarily fussily for builders, 
writing schedules for architects, obsequious because 
we like to eat, never saying no because we’re fond of 
breathing, put upon and shuttlecocked from architect 
to builder and back again, crazy mixed-up kids who 
know what’s wrong with them, but who cannot help 
themselves. And it’s small consolation to know that, 
as somebody said the other day, we’re like the factory 
wall, more sinned against than sinning.” 

“But if quantity: surveying is so frustrating, why do 
so many people still go in for it?” 

“Darling, as they say at the political meetings, I'm 
very glad you asked that question. First of all there 
is not a great number of quantity surveyors in the 
country. Secondly, I suppose about 25 per cent of 
the juniors coming into our office leave quantity sur- 
veying within five years. They don’t like the look of 
it, they join the Army and never come back, they go 
working for builders or selling second-hand cars or 
they take up farming. Add to these the few that take 
jobs abroad when they are qualified and what have 
you left? A sprinkling of intellectuals and personality 
kids who become partners and go places and a good 
solid backbone of mutts like me about any one of 
whom Freud could have written a best seller. A junior 
in a quantity surveyor’s office spends his first two years 
writing things like ‘to be used as directed by the 
architect and deducted either wholly or in part if not 
required’ and his next two years checking other people 
having written it. Then he starts to measure, which 
seems fun, but he quickly discovers that it is only fun 
because working up was so dull. It’s like graduating 
to lemon juice after four years on water. After a few 
years of measuring he finds that it becomes an insult 
to his intelligence and he begins to wish that he had 
stayed in the army or gone off selling second-hand 
cars like those smart lads he used to know. But to 
do this now needs courage and when you are thirty- 
four you look around for the courage that you thought 
you had, but it isn’t there. You left it behind when 
you took a safe job and you haven’t seen it since. . . .” 

“You sound unhappy.” 

“Unhappy! there’s more yet. It is because our work 
has become so fussy and laborious that we are not 
attracting the right sort of junior. You cannot blame 
an intelligent child for steering clear of a job in which 
he works for three years at £6 a week writing ditto, 
ditto, ditto from 9 to 5.30 and answering correspon- 
dence courses from 7 to 9. And it’s no good telling 
him that although his money is low his social standing 
is high. He would rather have the money.” 

“Yes, darling, but .. .” 

“But nothing. I haven't finished. Another reason 
we can’t attract the right people is that we can’t pay 
them enough. About the best we can do is to attract 
the sons of friends at the club—friends who are not 
quantity surveyors, of course. The bright boys go into 
industry these days—lured by the ads. in the high- 
brow Sunday papers. That’s where the money is good, 
in among the long-range ballistic missiles. Quantity 
surveyors can’t pay any more because a chap just isn’t 
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worth any more doing the work a quantity surveyor’s 
assistant does. On two and a half per cent—which is 
our fee—there is a limit to what you can pay a chap 
for being a semi-skilled robot.” 

“Which is what you are?” 

“Heavens, no, dear, I’m qualified. I’m fully skilled.” 

“You may be, John, but now let’s get back to where 
we started. I’m interested in being told what I am going 
to be married to next year—quantity surveyor, repre- 
sentative or farmer's boy. I feel I'd like to know.” 

“A quantity surveyor I expect, darling. It’s not such 
a bad job after all, you know. You meet people, 
travel on tube trains, visit building sites and drink 
stewed tea. You advise and you help and you are 
respected. People call you Mister. And you juggle 
with figures, with pounds, shillings and pence, hundred- 
weights, quarters, pounds, squares, dozens, yards and 
cubes. You use red ball-point pens. Oh, I know it 
may sound dull to some people but it’s a good steady 
number, quantity surveying. A safe job, you under- 
stand. And what more can you want than that... 
when you have mislaid your courage? Switch on the 
radio, dear, it’s Tony Hancock at half past.” 


+ + + 


Work has begun on this 26-storey office block at Circular 
Quay, Sydney, Australia. It will be 370 feet high and the 
country’s tallest building when it is completed in 1961, 
Architects: Graham Thorp, R. Mugdan and G. Marquis. 
of Feddle, Thorp and Walker, Sydney 
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Silverdale forms part of a 

development which includes the 

Dacres Road site and comprises 

four I1-storey point blocks 
: and three four-storey maisonnette 
blocks. It provides the balance 
required ; has three terraces 

of two-storey houses and another 
terrace with a four-storey tier 

: of maisonnettes at one end 


From the south-west 


HOUSING AT SILVERDALE, LEWISHAM 


Architect to the L.C,C.: HUBERT BENNETT 
Principal Housing Architect: H. WHITFIELD LEWIS 


GINCE the war two-storey resi- 
dential schemes (with some 
notable exceptions) have lacked 
vitality and interest, their main 
characteristics being continuous eaves- 
lines, “extruded” blocks of arbitrary 
length, prairie spaces, boredom of 
scale, constant change of colour and 
materials and visual disintegration. 
Contrast this with the small country 
town or village group. One admires 
huddle, variety of roof line and block 
geometry, warm materials and effects 
of weathering. 

In designing for the needs of today, 
however, identical characteristics 
cannot be reproduced and the prob- 
lem of mechanized and simultaneous 
construction demands some order 
and coherence. Even so, lessons can 
be learnt—opportunities for a varied 
skyline seized, changes of level under- 
lined,. spaces constricted, warm 
materials capable of enrichment by 
weathering selected and the value of 
surprise recognized. From this view- 


point the new development for the 
Silverdale site was evolved. 

The site is to be arranged with a 
terrace fronting Silverdale. An 
intimate sunken square will be brick- 
paved retaining existing fruit trees. 
A four-storey tower of maisonnettes 
will form a pivot of the scheme 
pointing the entrance to the square. 
Roofs are to be given a varied treat- 
ment to emphasize the individual 
houses and enliven the skyline. A 
warm brown brick will be used with 
panels of cedar boarding which will 
weather to a silver grey. 

The architectural character and 
selection of materials should unite the 
site with Dacres Road development. 
Point blocks are designed to be of the 
same character as the lower blocks. 
This is opposed to the current ten- 
dency for the tall blocks to appear 
as visual intruders within a mixed 
development. 

The total cost is estimated at 
£99,250. Work is expected to start next 
year. 
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en from Silverdale the staggered 
housing abuts a terrace to give 
7 an interesting and varied skyline. A 
brown brick with silver grey 
cedar boarding gives 
contrast in material finish 


HOUSING AT SILVERDALE, LEWISHAM 


HOUSE—TYPE SAD 2. SCALE: 1 IN=10 FT 
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HE hospital is designed as an 
acute general hospital. Whilst 
ie primarily intended for the Ismaili 
a community, it will also cater for all 
other communities. 

The Ismaili sect, of which the East 
African community is one of the 
largest, is a particular group of 
Moslem Indians living throughout the 
world who acknowledge the Aga 
Khan as their leader. 

There are quite a number of other 
hospitals in Nairobi, of which the 
largest is reserved entirely for 
Africans. There is also one for 
Europeans only, and the Hindu 
Indian community is building one. 


Accommodation 

Present accommodation, provided 
under the first-phase of the building, 
comprises 112 beds, divided into 


surgical, medical, maternity and 
children’s wards, with an out- 
patients’ department, operating 


theatres and radiography department. 
Sterilizing workrooms, kitchens and 
other basic services are designed to 
cater for approximately 240 beds, 
when the north ward block is ex- 
tended. The main hospital building 
also contains a large lecture theatre. 
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THE AGA KHAN PLATINUM 
HOSPITAL, NAIROBI 


JUBILEE 


Architect: A. OQ. CONNELL 
P. MARSHALL 


Assistant Architects: R. 
and P. M. BROADHEAD 
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SITE PLAN 
SCALE: 1 IN=128 FT 
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CANOPY SECTION 
SCALE: 1IN=6 FT 


BALUSTRADE 
SCALE: 1/12 F-.S. 


Above: Ramps on west side of 
theatre wing. Electricity failure is not 
uncommon, so ramps are for access 
from ward floors to theatre (the 
future ward block will also be linked 
to the ramps at each floor). Rain 
always comes from the south-east 
and ramps are fully protected, though 


open 
Left: The top floor of the main ramp, 
with its concrete canopy. In the back- 
ground are the servants’ quarters, 
and beyond them an adjoining house 
outside the site. Detail to the canopy 
and balustrading is seen above 
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AGA KHAN HOSPITAL 


The nurses’ home has _ separate 
senior sisters’ flats, sisters’ rooms and 
nurses’ rooms, with appropriate 
dining and common rooms. The 
matron and the hospital adminis- 
trator are housed separately on the 
site, and a flat is provided in the 
hospital building for the resident 
medical officer. There are quarters 
on the site for 60 African staff. 

No statistical evidence of the inci- 
dence of disease amongst the Asian 
population was available at the time 
of planning the hospital, and investi- 
gation led to the adoption of 
standards based on European prac- 
tice. Consequently, the first phase 
has been arranged in a sufficiently 
flexible way to allow of the increase 
of any major department without 
undue interruption in the working 
of the hospital. 


Planning 


Layout of the hospital is governed 
by three fundamentals: (a) comfort 
of the patient; (b) comfort of the 
staff; and (c) minimum circulation 
distances. 

A lower corridor, connecting all 
service departments, primarily via 
bed lifts, and supply and disposal 
units directly with the wards, elimin- 
ates all cross circulations and ensures 
the maximum of comfort for both 
patients, staff and visitors. Other 
vertical circulations, in the form of 
Staircases and ramps, supplement 
these mechanical hoists. The main 
ramp runs by shallow gradient from 
the service departments to the top 


floor and will ultimately be connected 
to the projected north ward block. 

The operating theatre unit is placed 
centrally between the north and 
south blocks, and owing to site re- 
strictions it was necessary to hang 
the whole of the theatre unit in 
cantilever form over the service yard. 
East and west walls of this unit are 
practically window-less, and it is pro- 
tected from the afternoon sun on the 
west by the main ramp. Theatres 
and their ancillaries are air-con- 
ditioned, the air-conditioning machin- 
ery being housed on the roof of the 
theatres. 

Two parallel ward blocks are most 
carefully orientated, _ fractionally 
east of the north-south axis, to ex- 
clude the sun during the heat of the 
day, and to permit of less sun pene- 
tration during the late afternoon. 

A ramp from the nurses’ home to 
the first-floor level of the hospital 
brings the nursing staff to a central 
point prior to their distribution to 
the various departments. 


Construction 

Structure is primarily of vibrated 
reinforced concrete and load-bearing 
cross walls, with clay block infill and 
partition walls. The ward blocks 
have reinforced concrete trestles at 
ground-floor level carrying 9in load- 
bearing stone cross walls at 20ft 
centres on upper floors. These cross 
walls are insulated at floor and ceil- 
ing level with aluminium/bitumen 
pads to cut out the transmission of 


structure-borne noises and vibration - 


through the building. Floors and sun- 
breakers spanning 20ft are pre-cast 
prestressed concrete strips with 
sound-deadening pumice block infill 
and concrete topping. 

The concrete trestles are taken to 
rock with mass concrete foundations, 
but all the exterior walling to the 
ground floor, which runs entirely free 
of the columns and the building 
above, is carried on ground beams 
supported on concrete-filled auger 
holes. 

The basement is constructed of 
concrete vibrated straight against the 
rock face with a metal strip upstand 
embedded at the junction of floor 
and wall as a water seal. 

reinforced, concrete-framed 
tower block of staircase and lift shaft 
virtually acts in itself as a column 
for the vierendeel beam formed by 
the walls, floor and roof of the 
theatre block corridor spanning 55ft 
over the centre of the lecture theatre. 
Outer sides of the lecture theatre are 
spanned by beams formed by the 
almost window-less side walls of the 
operating theatre block. The north 
ends of these beams are supported 
by a trestle consisting of a paired 
vertical and raking column, the 
beams run over the trestle to form 
a cantilever of 23ft over the service 
yard, giving a total cantilevered pro- 
jection of 38ft. The vierendeel beam 
is not cantilevered beyond the vertical 
columns and the centre part of the 
floor over the service yard is carried 
by hangers from the splayed tops of 
the centre pair of raking columns. 
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Above, one of the public wards. Patients can see out of the windows from 
their beds. Below, a nurse’s station in the maternity unit 


Below, a nurse’s station. She controls a 16-bed ward unit, 12 beds in one 
large ward and four private single rooms 
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AGA KHAN HOSPITAL 


The air-conditioning plant room is 
in a separate framed structure and 
rests in a joggle formed at the top of 
the centre pair of columns. Its roof 
takes the form of a hyperbolic para- 
boloid, a beamless 2in thick concrete 
slab folded to gain the necessary 
depth to span 18ft. 

Ramps structurally separate 
from the side of the operating theatre 
block, being cantilevered each side of 
three pairs of columns with a 2in 
thick folded concrete slab spanning 
28ft, forming a roof at the top. 

The nurses’ home consists of load- 
bearing stone cross walls with 
Kenelement floors all built on beams 
at ground level supported by a series 
of concrete-filled auger holes drilled” 
to a suitable rock foundation. 


Contract Time 


The contract was signed in May, 
1956, and the building was completed 
in September, 1958. 


Cost 


The building alone cost £380,000, 
plus a further £70,000 for equip- 
ment. At present the number ef beds 
is 112 but the building of the final 
stage will bring the number up to 240 
and the cost up to £600,000. 


Site Supervision 


A full-time clerk of works was 
employed throughout the contract 
and some of the time this job was 
filled by a qualified architect. This 
was essential in order to achieve such 
a high standard of finish with the 
contractors available. Much of the 
detail was decided ad hoc on the site, 
and this reduced the number of large- 
scale drawings as compared with an 
equivalent job in the U.K. 


Quantity Surveyors: 
ARMSTRONG & DUNCAN 


Structural Engineers: 
S. GELEFF & PARTNERS 


General Contractors: 
NARANJAN SINGH BROS. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers: 
Allen & Hanbury's Sterilizers and Medical Equipment: 
Howse & McGeorge Ltd. Crittal/'s Metal Windows and 
Door Frames: Dodwell & Co. Decoration: Coronation 
Decorators Ltd. Electrician: Thaker Singh & Co. 
External Finishes, all Flooring, Terrazzo: Capitol 
Terrazzo Works. Frigidaire Cold s: Motor Mart & 
Exchange Led. /. & E. Hall's Air-Conditioning Plant; 
land Paints & Varnish Co.: A, Baumann & Co. Led. 
Lifts: Otis Elevator Co. Ltd. Marley Floor Tiles: 
Naumann Gipp Ltd. Naco Louvres: Equipment Ltd. 
Philips X-ray Equipment Twentische Overseas 
Trading Co, Ltd. Plumbing: James Brodie & Son Ltd. 
Pre-cast Prestressed Concrete Flooring: Listone Con- 
crete Co. Swedish Flush Doors; Twyfords Sanitery 
Fittings: African Mercantile Co. Ltd. Williamsons 
Crestoline Flooring: Anglo-Baltic Corp. Led. 
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Above, the main entrance showing detail to ward block. This facade 
never receives direct sunlight except at a very oblique angle. Set back 
- clerestory lighting illuminates the rooms in depth by reflected light, 
KHAN HOSPITAL while shading the beds nearest to the window from sky glow. A plaque 
under the canopy carries the Aga Khan's insignia and inscription of 
opening. Below, pre-cast concrete grillework to the nurses’ quarters 
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THE TALL BUILDING IN THE TOWN 


THE Building Act of 1774, drafted by sculptor, archi- 
tect, Alderman and Sheriff Sir Robert Taylor and his 
young collaborator George Dance,’ became known as the 
Great Codifying Act because it consolidated previous 
regulations about construction and height, graded houses 
into four categories (First Rate to Fourth Rate), each 
with its code of requirements, and appointed district 
surveyors. The next century looked at its results and 
thought them monotonous, and its dimensional restraints 
tyrannical. It was christened “the Black Act of 1774”. 

Seventy years later the Metropolitan Building Act 
revised the relationship between the heights of buildings 
and the widths of streets and required open space only 
about dwelling houses. In 1852 the first dimensional 
height restriction of 90ft was imposed in London.’ It 
does not seem to have prevented Queen Anne’s Mansions, 
so disliked by Queen Victoria, from rising to 180ft in 
1888. 

By 1890 the new London County Council had relaxed 
the sheer height restriction, to allow two additional 
floors in the roof (Whitehall Court and the partly disap- 
pearing Imperial Institute were buildings that took ad- 
vantage of this). But the Act of 1894 reduced the sheer 
height to 80ft because of limitations of the fire escape 
ladders. The so-called “architectural features” that rose 
above the 100ft level on the Port of London Authority 
Building, No. 55 Broadway, and the Senate House of the 
University were allowed to be used for decorative and 
storage purposes only. 

Meanwhile, in New York, the Heights of Buildings 
Commission of 1913 had recommended the first Zoning 
resolution which was adopted three years later, and 
resulted in the establishment of “height districts”, and 
the imposition of the famous “Cake Mould” envelope 
which derived from a combination of ratios set out in 
the Zoning and Multiple Dwellings Law. On large sites, 
favourably situated, part of the development could rise 
to an infinite height. This form of height zoning lasted 
substantially until 1947 when it was refined, and a floor 
area ratio adopted. 

London was more cautious. Both City and County 
incorporated the Height and Cover provisions of the 
Model Clauses under the 1932 Town and Country 
Planning Act; and in 1937 the Dean and Chapter of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral agreed with the City Corporation a very 
detailed Grid Plan devised by Mr. Godfrey Allen to 
protect views of the dome from a number of well-known 
viewpoints. 

The London Building Act was relaxed slightly in 1952 
to allow the 100ft height either sheer or overall; but by 
then it was becoming fairly common to apply for a waiver 
subject to structural safety and to adequate provision for 
fire-fighting—both matters being at the Council's dis- 
cretion. There was and still is a right possessed by ad- 
joining owners within a radius of 100yd, to appeal under 
S.51 of the Act if they consider that their light and air 
would be affected by a building to be constructed to a 
height greater than 100ft. 

More recently the London County Council has outlined 
its policy in regard to tall buildings, informing developers 
of the questions they will ask and the points that would 
count in its favour when a waiver from the height 
restriction is applied for. The later policy statement of 
July 1957, called A Plan to Combat Congestion in Central 
London, revised the Plot Ratio Zones but said nothing 
about height. Here also, subject to some statutory and 
some administrative safeguards, the sky is now the limit. 

Will another generation, looking back on the first batch 
of high-rise buildings in London, call these “the White 
Acts of the 1950's”? 


Points from the paper, read before the Town Planning 
Institute on February 4 by Professor Sir WILLIAM HOLFORD 


The question is apposite at the present time, and not 
only for London. In many cities public and professional 
opinion is sharply divided. On the one hand is a preju- 
dice against high buildings as such, which is partly 
resistance to change of any sort, and partly the result of 
unfavourable comparisons with the more decorative towers 
and spires and campanili of the past. On the other hand, 
there is strong pressure for driving upwards, in spite of 
increased building costs, in spite of criticism, and in spite 
of the undoubted investment risks attached to it. 

Motives are mixed. Some are scientific and practical, 
and represent the logical solution to problems of day- 
lighting and coverage, standardized floors and the eco- 
nomic use of high-speed lifts. Some are connected with 
prestige, or (to give it a less lofty title) publicity, advertise- 
ment Or sheer exhibitionism. There is also something 
more deep-seated, and more universal—that ancient and 
ageless ambition of man, to aspire in his architecture as 
in other feats of skill and speed, or in the climbing of 
mountains. 


Historical Precedents 


These two attitudes are already defined in the Bible. 
It seems clear that man has always built as high as his 
building knowledge would allow. In the “Oldest Town 
in the World”, which is the title Miss Kathleen Kenyon 
has bestowed on Jericho,’ there is the base of a tower 
40ft in diameter and even in its remains 30ft high, which 
she has dated at least 6800 B.c. This is long before the 
earliest pyramids of Egypt. How high it originally was 
we can only conjecture. The great mound at Ur, which 
Sir Leonard Woolley first thought to be the home of 
Abraham, and which Abraham must certainly have known, 
originally carried a tower which was restored after many 
hundreds of years of dilapidation, in the sixth century 
B.C. and it must have been something like 200ft in height. 
The famous tower of Babel, with its seven squares and 
seven stages, was nearer 300ft. The architect's tablets, 
found on the site of Babylon, state that its length and 
breadth and height were equal, although each terrace had 
different measurements. Now the Statue of Liberty at 
New York Harbour is 292ft high and the Shell Building 
on the South Bank of the Thames is designed for 330ft. 
So London may be said to be just reaching Babel-height, 
whereas New York is long past it. 

With the great religious buildings of the Middle Ages 
in Europe, and equally with the Indo-Aryan temples of 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries, such as Gujarat,’ a 
new element enters tower design: it is height combined with 
tracery, which is a reflection of the awe, the pleasure, and 
the craft that men found in structures which had an 
intricate as well as an aspiring shape. We all have our 
favourites—the Bell Harry Tower at Canterbury, Salis- 
bury with its great central spire, Lichfield with three. 
One of the most remarkable must have been the spire 
of the tower of Old St. Paul's, as it appears on the 
Common Seal of the City of London made in a.p. 12245 
It is worth mentioning that the second spire built in 1314 
was itself 204ft high, making the top of the building 
about 450ft above ground—80ft higher than the cross on 
Wren’s cathedral. “There is no doubt”, writes Geoffrey 
Webb, “that in carrying on the general intentions of their 
predecessors and improving on them, the fourteenth- 
century designers were moved by an aesthetic motive, the 
desire to pull together the complicated elaboration of 
masses which often formed their legacy”.’ 

Medieval buildings like Old St. Paul’s were, in fact, 
prodigious; but even when they were not the artists and 
chroniclers of the time made them seem so, in contrast 
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to the huddle of secular buildings round about. Collec- 
tions of old town maps and views, such as Braun & 
Hohenberg, deliberately exaggerate the height and mass 
of churches, towers and walls, and present a skyline 
which is itself like a musical phrase. Where the town had 
a natural hill as base, like Stirling or Edinburgh or Mont 
St. Michel on the Manche, the tall buildings are used 
to give added point to the topography. 

Quite different—being purely defensive and retributive 
in character—were the dense clusters of towers in some 
of the European towns and principalities. San Gimign- 
ano is often quoted as a prototype of the skyscrapers 
of New York. Certainly these towers seem to have been 
as uncontrolled and incidental as those erected before 
the first New York zoning ordinance. In Bologna, which 
was a greater city, the Torre Asinelli stands 320ft high, 
in plain brickwork, and leans 4ft; the neighbouring Torre 
Garisenda, built competitively the following year (A.D. 
1110) is 10ft out of perpendicular. These are early 
examples of gang warfare in building, and are not without 
their lessons for Westminster and the City today. 


The Steeples 


There might have been no direct successors in Britain 
to the gothic towers and spires, had it not been for Wren’s 
steeples. From his first, St. Mary-le-Bow in Cheapside 
(235ft high and now temporarily dismantled for repairs), 
which is one of the most sculpturesque pieces of archi- 
tecture in London, to St. Vedast’s, in Foster Lane, which 
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is his most architectural piece of sculpture, there is a 
wonderfully inventive range of decorative shapes. They 
give vertical emphasis to the bodies of their churches, and 
they provide—apart from the bells—no accommodation 
whatsoever. The rebuilding of the churches was itself 
an act of piety and decorum; so the addition of grace, 
by means of Wren’s imagination and the wish of the 
parish councils, was in the spirit of the undertaking. 
This is an importantj point to note, because it is very 
rare today. The skeleton campanili of Mr. Basil 
Spence’s modern churches in Coventry are but faint 
echoes of it; they are a utilitarian version of the periwig 
and brocade of the late seventeenth century. 


Then, in 1759, was coined that cheap substitute word 
“silhouette”. Etienne de Silhouette was the French Con- 
troller of Finance who, in the credit squeeze of the period, 
invited the richer citizens to send their jewellery to the 
Treasury, to wear marcasite in place of diamonds, and 
instead of portraits in oil to commission inexpensive 
black outlines or shadow pictures. The word silhouette 
was soon applied to other outlines, including those of 
buildings seen against the sky; and you will see that the 
very essence of the silhouette is that it should be eco- 
nomical. It is therefore an appropriate term to describe 
many of our contemporary urban skylines. 


But the nineteenth century saw an even more fantastic 
floweriag in the air. The Victoria and Clock Towers of 
the Houses of Parliament (340 and 320ft respectively), 
the Imperial Institute, the Albert Memorial, the towers 
of the Crystal Palace, and the extraordinary roofs of St. 
Pancras Hotel are typical examples in London. Paris 
produced the greatest of the mechanical skyscrapers, the 
Eiffel Tower (which still overtops our own 700ft high 
television mast on Sydenham Hill). I note from the 
Manchester Guardian that when the new telecommunica- 
tions apparatus was recently installed, like a bonnet, on 
the Eiffel Tower, raising its height from 964 to 1,009ft, 


THE FURNITURE EXHIBITION 
NEW ROOMS FOR OLD 


Architect: MISHA BLACK 
Associate Architect: JOHN BRUCKLAND 


Interior Designers: ELIZABETH HENDERSON 
and JO PATTRICK 


Two photos are shown, left and opposite, of the 
centre-piece, “New Rooms for Old”, which provided 
an interesting feature at the Furniture Exhibition. The 
theme is “The Transformation Scene”. A viewing deck 
is raised 12ft from floor level. From this deck visitors 
see, first, a series of living rooms furnished in a way 
typical of most homes in Great Britain—cosy, shabby 
and cluttered. The stage in which these rooms are con- 
structed is then masked by a screen which descends in 
front of it while the whole stage elevates to disclose a 
second series of rooms which show what can be achieved 
in exactly the same rooms by decoration and furnishing. 
A similar sequence dealing with bedrooms is displayed 
on the opposite side of the viewing platform. 

On the lower deck of the central feature a carpeted 
visitors’ lounge is provided and may be seen in the 
illustrations. This is surrounded by flower beds giving a 
total planted area of 1,272 sq ft. The plants throughout 
are white azaleas which are contrasted with light grey 
brick areas and illuminated by low-level fluorescent 


lighting. 
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an American business visitor commented that “it looked 
like the Empire State Building after taxes”.’ 

The first pre-war years of the present century saw 
almost the last examples of towers and cupolas which 
might justifiably be called “architectural features”. After 
that, building accommodation itself formed the towers 
and the high slabs; and occasionally the vertical features 
became symbolic, like radio masts; for example, the 
Skylon on the South Bank during the Festival of Britain. 
The contrast between this and the massive tower of the 
Port of London Authority’s building in Trinity Square 
(1912-1922) is so extreme as to make the term “decorative 
vertical feature’ seem almost meaningless. 


Architectural Accountancy 


The most fundamental change, however, was not one 
of fashion but of building economics. The urge to build 
high remained, but the bulk produced by a tall building 
must henceforward be useful bulk. Accommodation 
became more important than architecture, and so did 
accountancy. Cost planning and comparisons per cubic 
foot made nonsense of cupolas and bell-towers, which 
produced no floor space to speak of, and simply increased 
the average cost per square foot. It is, in fact, more 
expensive to build high—and to a greater extent is this 
so in Britain than in the U.S.A. Nevertheless, building 
owners wanted high buildings for prestige reasons; 
architects wanted them for esthetic reasons; and im- 
proved standards of lighting, heating, ventilation and space 
very often dictated them for practical reasons. So expen- 
sive high-rise buildings were put up, but they were made 
to look economical. The tall slabs and the office towers 
began to appear without cornices, roofs, or sky-line 
tracery of any sort. Their square tops usually carried 
some “top hamper’ (as it came to be called), in the shape 
of water tanks, television aerials, lift overruns and vents 
of various kinds; but these were assumed to be invisible 
above the parapet line. Artists complained that such 
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buildings had no silhouette. But in the strict sense of the 
term this is precisely what they had achieved—a plain 
economical substitute for the richness and intricacy that 
had once been so sought after. 

I think this phase of the functional utilitarian sky- 
scraper was inevitable; it may even have been necessary. 
One phase had ended with the attempt to prolong the 
classical orders on the face of a building over more than 
three or four storeys. Another had ended with the attenua- 
tion of the vertical features of Gothic structure, and the 
elimination of all others that gave unity and purpose to 
the great medieval buildings. Yet a third phase had ended 
with the Empire State Building, which, having established 
its supremacy as the world’s tallest, was found to be not a 
sound strain for breeding purposes. (The fact that Frank 
Lloyd Wright has since designed a skyscraper a mile high 
does not invalidate this general conclusion; it is the normal 
Wrightian exception to every rule.) So the box and the 
bookcase and the filing cabinet became the norm, and the 
international character of this development was symbolized 
by the United Nations building in New York. 

This is a 39-storey building with intermediate floors 
entirely filled with services, and with an aluminium grille 
to conceal equipment in the roof. It was of the greatest 
interest when it was built in 1950; it is still impressive, 
and it will always have beauty in certain lights and from 
certain viewpoints. But it did little for the skyline of 
Manhattan, and it set an unfortunate precedent. Little 
U.N. buildings sprang up everywhere, poorer in propor- 
tion and finish and set less spaciously in their surround- 
ings; so that by the operation of Gresham's Law, the 
currency was debased. My colleague at University College, 
Professor Gombrich, put this point extremely well by 
recalling “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves” 

“The robber marked one door he wanted to remember 
with chalk. His fair opponent took chalk and repeated 
the sign on all other doors, thus destroying the meanin 
of the symbol without touching it. You will understand”, 
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he went on, “why Picasso said that his imitators made 
him sick.” ; 

As. an American writer said:‘ “We are forced now to 
consider how buildings will wear through a generation or 
more, and whether they are likely to grow obsolete visually 
even more rapidly than they must do physically.” 

This is clearly a considerable danger, so far as our 
towns are concerned; and it is made more serious by the 
higher cost of services and plant relative to the shell of 
the building. The really permanent buildings in a town 
are made up of those we love and those we cannot afford 
to move. In London, St. Paul’s is an example of the one, 
and Faraday House—the international telephone exchange 
—is an example of the other. In the case of St. Paul's, the 
shell itself is beautiful, and the mechanical services and 
equipment are unimportant. In Faraday House it is just 
the reverse. The tall, or even the conspicuous building, 
which is really a camouflaged machine but—unlike most 
machines—not readily scrapped and replaced, is likely 
to remain a blot on the townscape. 


The Most Phase 


Fortunately, one of the good results of the functional 
tradition has also become evident in recent years—the 
emphasis on quality. This applies not only to materials 
and finishes, and what might be called the craftsmanship 
of the machine, but also to the space around buildings, 
their settings and their public furniture. Two recent office 
buildings in New York, facing each other across Park 
Avenue, have quality in all these respects. The Lever 
and the Seagram Buildings are both tall structures, but 
not excessively so. They are sumptuously finished and 
meticulously designed, the former by Gordon Bunschaft, 
of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, the latter—almost 
entirely in bronze—by Mies van der Rohe (this year’s 
Gold Medallist of the R.I.B.A.) and Philip Johnson. And 
both demonstrate what Sir Edwin Lutyens called “. . . 
that waste of space that unwittingly creates that most 
valuable asset, a gain of space”® The ordinary citizen 
can appreciate this gain of space as he walks along the 
pavements of the Manhattan gridiron and suddenly finds 
a set-back, an open ground floor, fountain pools, a terrace 
or a garden. And that is why these buildings, without 
a poster or a word of lettering on them, are such magnifi- 
cent advertisements. 

These are some of the possibilities and dangers of the 
tall building. I am quite convinced that it will continue 
to be sought after by architects and clients alike, despite 
cost, despite difficulty, despite Section 51 of the London 
Building Act;’ and despite controls of bulk such as the 
Plot Ratio. No weight of prejudice is heavy enough to 
keep them down, except in a few carefully regulated areas 
where low or medium heights prevail among a group of 
historic buildings, and the dominant element in the group 
is already established. So I shall end by submitting for 
discussion a few comments on the effect of tall buildings 
on the town. 

1. Absolute height does not seem to be a criterion in 
itself; it has to be read in conjunction with thickness 
and depth, the form and tone of the cladding materials, 
translucence and opacity, the degree of vertical emphasis, 
and the proportion and composition of its subsidiary and 
surrounding masses. 

The slim and unbulky appearance of a tall building may 
sometimes be accentuated by increasing its height, if by 
that means its proportions are bettered, rather than by 
cutting it down. 

2. The importance of the neutrality of the average tall 
commercial building, or a residential tower, in its setting, 
is seldom appreciated. Because a building is tall it need 
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not seek to be dominant in other ways. This was a point 
which I tried successfully to argue for the tall (230ft) 
block on Newgate Street about 200yd north-west of the 
dome of St. Paul’s. The design was for a slim, thin build- 
ing, oriented at right-angles to the forecourt. I wanted 
people in Newgate Street to look past the building to 
discover the magnificent outline of the western towers of 
the cathedral, seen against the light, and not to look at 
this office block as a focus of attention in itself. Its broad 
faces were in any case masked to a great extent by neigh- 
bouring bulky buildings and the lie of the land. 

3. We are all getting bored with the United Nations 
formula: the secretariat slab or filing cabinet, flanked by 
assembly hall, council chamber or auditorium, in intimate 
but not very significant relation. That is why in the Inter- 
national Competition for the City Hall and Square in 
Toronto, last year, over 500 competitors from all over the 
world tried out every possible combination of forms in 
the hope of achieving unity and a fresh architectural 
attack. The most common solution was a rich, excitingly 
detailed and moderately /ow building, set against the chaos 
of unregulated commercial development rising all round 
the square. The winner, however, did find a new formula, 
although an expensive and non-functional one: he split his 
tall secretariat into two curved blocks and put the council 
chamber, like a poised egg on a podium, in the centre 
of them. It is a remarkable and original design, and is 
unlikely to set a fashion that can easily be followed. 

4. The location of isolated tall buildings is a subject 
in itself. Arthur Ling wrote a paper on this topic in 
1955, in relation to the development plan of London; and 
the L.C.C.’s Memorandum on High Buildings in London 
was made generally known the following year. It dis- 
cussed the landscape, civic and architectural value of the 
higher building to mark social and municipal centres, peak 
traffic points such as the railway stations," gateways to 
London, and significant points on the perimeter of the 
central area such as Hyde Park Corner. It also defined 
the sort of questions which a planning authority should 
ask before consenting to a waiver under the London 
Building Acts, and the conditions which it ought to 
impose. The most obvious conclusion which this memoran- 
dum brought to my mind was that the tall building is 
just one, visually important element in neighbourhood and 
town plans and can only be successful when it is thought- 
fully considered as part of a planned development. 
Individually, however, every design has to be considered 
on its merits: there are no unbreakable rules. 

5. Finally, there is the question of presentation. Lord 
Bridges” recently remarked that there ought to be an 
addendum to the Tenth Commandment: “Thou shalt not 
wreck thy neighbour’s skyline, nor his cupola, nor his 


dome, nor anything that is his—or the public’s—-delight.” 


Of all historic structures, towers and spires are the most 
practicable, and in some ways the most necessary, to 
preserve. From now on, no interesting tower or steeple 
should be destroyed—not even that of the Imperial 
Institute in Kensington. 
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WOKINGHAM INFANTS SCHOOL COMPETITION 


Winning design by WELLS AND HICKMAN 


HE architects’ aim, in designing 

this school, has been to create a 
complete and distinct environment, 
rather than a building. A long access 
road has therefore been planned by 
placing the school on the high 
ground at the north corner of the 
site. It was felt strongly that the 
existing pattern of trees and hedges 
form an integral part of the land- 
scape and must therefore not be dis- 
turbed. This, and the desire not to 
prejudice the treatment of the future 
junior school were basic factors in 
the design of the layout. 

The architects also felt that on this 
rather open site, the school should 
have a feeling of opening out into 
the surrounding country, with the 
utmost integration of outdoor and 
indoor spaces. 


Planning 

To encourage a feeling of com- 
munity, the classrooms, for all except 
the youngest children, are grouped 
round an internal court, where a 
raised timber deck and a pool form 


both a visual focus and a play-work > 

area. 
Differentiation between age groups . 

has been achieved by varying outlook . 


and furniture rather than by squeez- 
ing classrooms into arbitrarily differ- 
ent shapes. 


Construction 


In designing a school for a com- 
petition it was necessary to make a 
number of arbitrary decisions. Tra- 
ditional methods of construction 
within the means of the smaller 
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WOKINGHAM INFANTS SCHOOL 


builder were chosen as a_ basic 
approach. 
Conventional strip-foundations 


under all load-bearing brick walls 
will be used, elsewhere cranked slab 
to a minimum depth of 2ft 6in. 
External load-bearing walls go up to 
a height of 6ft 6in, with Ift 6in high 
timber posts above. Internal walls 
will be full height and over the 
dining room and covered way, timber 
posts will hold up the roof. In the 
assembly hall, shaped laminated posts 
are to be used. The flying beams 
enclosing some of the outdoor teach- 
ing spaces will be supported on metal 
tubes, also the entrance pergola. 

For the floor construction, 4in 
reinforced concrete slabs will be used. 
Floor finishes will be of specialist 
hardwood flooring to classrooms 
proper and staff rooms; p.v.c. flooring 


to general areas and cloakrooms; 
quarry tiles to w.c.’s, kitchen and 
boiler room; cork tiles to assembly 
hall and dining room. 

For the roof construction laminated 
beams at 6ft 4in centres, spanning 
24ft will be used everywhere, except 
for the staff wing, where the same 
beams span 18ft, and the assembly 
hall which uses a plywood space 
frame. Stramit decking, placed 
between the beams on battens, will 
be insulated below and finished with 
3-ply felt and slate chippings. 


Finishes 


External load-bearing walls and 
facings will be light-coloured bricks. 
Solid panels in window walls will be 
of sandwich construction with rough- 
cast glass outer skin. Continuous 
fascia will be covered with white 


stove-enamelled asbestos cement. The 
assembly hall fascia will be plywood. 


Internal load-bearing walls, where- 
ever possible, will be fairfaced brick; 
kitchen and sanitary accommodation, 
plastered. 


All classroom ceilings will have 
open softwood slats spanning from 
beam to beam, forming continuous 
ceiling below beams, with Rocksil 
insulation above. 


Heating 


Hot-air heating, thermostatically 
controlled, will be in all rooms, the 
heat exchangers being fed by pump- 
circulated hot water from oil-fired 
automatic boilers. Staff rooms will 
be heated by wall radiators, cloak- 
rooms by gilled tubes the 
kitchen by electric heating. 
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IN PRESSED STEEL 
TO BS. 1091 : 1946 


Hot-dip galvanized after manufac- 
ture by the ‘Harco’ process, these 
products are long lasting, easy to 
handle and will not fracture. 


The full range includes: 
H.R. GUTTERS 

O. G. GUTTERS 
ANGLES 
NOZZLES 

STOP ENDS 
BRACKETS 
DOWN PIPES 


ELBOWS 


SHOES 
HAR VEY | OFFSETS 


Full details in List No. A793, available on request. 
G. A. HARVEY & CO. (LONDON) LTD., WOOLWICHgROAD, LONDON, S.E.7. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


by. Z = James. Butterworth & Co. (Publishers) Ltd. 
s 


N the last few years the resumption of slum clearance 

schemes on a large scale, the making of numerous com- 
pulsory purchase orders and the reappearance of demoli- 
tion and closing orders in large numbers have emphasized 
the need for a reliable up-to-date and well-written book 
on housing legislation. The need has been underlined by 
the passage of two consolidating Acts in 1957 and 1958. 
This book admirably and fully meets that need. 

So often books of this kind are written in such a way 
that they can only be understood by legal experts. This 
is certainly not the case here, and the book has clearly 
been designed to appeal to architects, surveyors and land 
agents, as well as local government officers and lawyers. 
The book consists of four parts. The first part contains 
a lucid and useful introduction to the subject which is 
at once easy to understand and very fully documented. 
One chapter in this part gives a particularly helpful out- 
line of the law on compulsory purchase and compensation. 
There then follow two parts devoted to the text of 
The Housing Act, 1957, and the Housing (Financial 
Provisions) Act, 1958. Each section is fully annotated and 
a particularly helpful feature of these notes is the part 
entitled “History”. As is often the case with consolidat- 
ing enactments, many sections cannot be properly under- 
stood unless reference is made to repealed provisions. The 
“History” notes indicate and explain the earlier provisions 
when these are relevant. 

Among the detailed notes are to be found many useful 
summaries of law and procedure, especially, for example, 
the very full account of public inquiries appearing in the 
notes to Section 181 of the 1957 Act. The notes to those 
sections which authorize appeals against orders made by 
a local authority contain many helpful suggested grounds 
of appeal and reference is always made to the appropriate 
forms, All the specified forms are set out in the last part 
of the book which also provides a table listing the various 
Acts repealed, section by section, and showing the sections 
in the new Acts which replace them. 

The book is clear and pleasant to read. A word should 
be added on the publisher’s contribution. The binding, 
printing and layout are attractively done and paper has 
been chosen which has succeeded in making a book of 
some 560 pages very easy to handle. The work will be of 
great value, especially to local government officers, but 
also to all those professionally concerned with housing. 


F.H.B.L. 


The Perspectivist 
by R. Myerscough-Walker. Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons. 60s. 


He subject of perspective is given too little attention 
at schools of architecture, so that this book is a most 
welcome addition to any architectural or art library. Its 
chief value is to awaken interest and enthusiasm for a 
subject which tends to be regarded too much as a separate 
art for the industrious few. Being largely autobiographi- 
cal, it should not be treated as a text-book, as the 
methods and prejudices of perspectivists vary more than 
those of architects, even the few who make their own 
perspectives. | 

Not enough has been written about architects who 
themseives designed in perspective. Apart from Basil 
Spence, who now seems to be unique, architects, such 
as Richards, Horsnell, Atkinson, Mendelsohn, Dudok, 
Hepworth and Farey, designed and made their own draw- 
ings in perspective rather than just plans and elevations, 
with the result that their buildings had romance and com- 


position, which are so lacking in many modern buildings 
with perspectives prepared by specialists. 

It is a pity that the book, which is so readable at the 
beginning and the end, becomes involved with tedious 
alchemy and petty whims and technicalities in the middle 
chapter on the sequence of operations, many of which 
can be eliminated in favour of a more direct approach, 
as practised by most other perspectivists. 

The black-and-white iliustrations have been well chosen 
from a wide range of artists, and the author’s marginal 
pen-and-ink sketches are more pleasing than his finished 
work, as is so often the case. It is a great pity that all of 
the coloured illustrations are of his own work and do 
not show a greater variety of style of other artists with 
more colour sensitivity, and a more spontaneous treat- 
ment. However, one cannot but have the greatest admira- 
tion for the versatility, industry and individuality of a 
personality combining the varied talents of artist, author 
and alchemist. Other perspectivists will, no doubt. be 
grateful to Myerscough for establishing a reasonable scale 
of fees. Too many architects expect perspectivists to 
charge at pre-war rates. 

Although it is good to experiment with new media, it 
it quite absurd to state that water-colour died out with 
the Renaissance, and is not suitable for depicting modern 
buildings. The inspiration of Turner and Cotman will 
outlive the garish poster art of this present age, just as 
natural materials will outlive many synthetic materials 
on buildings. 

MICHAEL Farey. 


Grounds Maintenance Handbook, 2nd Edition 


by Herbert S. Conover. F. W. Dodge Corporation, N.Y. 
Distributed by Interscience Publishers Ltd. $10.75 or 78s. 


vas book was first published as an operation manual 
for the Tennessee Valley Authority with whom the 
author has spent much of his professional career as a 
landscape architect. Its scope covers the whole technical 
field of the maintenance of public open spaces including 
not only such horticultural aspects as the growing and 
maintenance of turf, the planting and care of trees, 
shrubs and perennials, insect disease and weed control, 
but also the related fields of public relations, roads, 
engineering and soil erosion. 

The whole book, of course, deals with American practice 
based on a different climate and ecology and a different 
insect and microbe population. This makes much of the 
information on plants and their cultivation and protection 
somewhat misleading for practice in this country. Never- 
theless the book is a model of clear presentation and is 
very wide-ranging in its scope. As nothing remotely 
resembling it has so far been produced in this country it 
should be useful not only to landscape architects and 
parks’ superintendents, but also to the growing body of 
people concerned with the maintenance of planted areas 
open to the public. 

With the rapidly growing number of motor-cars, our 
dense urban populations are already spilling over into 
the countryside with ever-increasing intensity. One of 
our greatest problems in the immediate future is going 
to be allowing for their freedom of movement without 
at the same time sacrificing the natural beauties they are 
seeking. A book of this kind is one of the essential tools 
for dealing with the problem. Perhaps some public- 
spirited body such as the Civic Trust will sponsor an 
English version. 

It is difficult in such a large work to pick out particular 
points of interest, but possibly the following will be most 
useful to a reader in this country: tables giving the 
average time for digging, handling, planting, watering. 
pruning, guying, and wrapping trees; detailed information 
on American standards for nursery stock; a description 
of the very wide variety of maintenance equipment in 
current use, including some exotics; very full chapters on 


233 
H 
: 
4 

— 

i 


234 


LIBRARY NOTES (continued) 


weed and insect control; and lists of shrubs and their 
characteristics. 

The book is well produced. The illustrations are 
excellent and by present-day prices the book is good 
value to anyone who is concerned with what to us is still 
a comparatively new field. 

GorDon LOGIE. 


“Spon’s Architects’ and Builders’ Price Book” 1958-59 
edited by Davis, Belfield & Everest. 30s net. 


As a work of reference, “Spon's” price book requires 
little in the way of an introduction, and, as previously, 
this 84th edition contains comprehensive memoranda, 
covering all points essential for a thorough understanding 
of building pricing procedure. 

It is often said that contracting is a hazardous business; 
whilst this is true of firms who use the elements of guess- 
work and gambling, consequently producing tenders that 
are too low to return a profit, the successful builder adopts 
a method which will arrive at the probable cost of the 
job, with accuracy. When deciding “what it will cost”, 
this book can be of considerable assistance and will 
inevitably help to reduce time spent on estimating, by 
giving the estimator a valued second opinion. 

The data included within its pages has been covered 
under three main sections, i.e., Part 1, Estimating, incor- 
porates—directions governing the information given; 
rates of wages and working rules; market prices of 
materials; plant, labour and material constants; and 
prices for measured work. Part II covers the various 
methods which can be applied when preparing approxi- 
mate estimates. Part III describes the methods usually 
adopted when charging dayworks and fees for professional 
services. 

It is anticipated that this reference book will prove of 
interest and assistance to all who need to be acquainted 
with the current cost of building work. The volume of 
information incorporated within this book has been clearly 
condensed and presented in a logical manner, to meet 
practical demand. 

Providing the contents are used with discretion, sup- 
ported by the reader’s own experience, this price book, at 
only 30s, must prove to be a most valuable asset. 


R. HARRINGTON. 


An All the Year Garden 


by Margery Fish. W. H. & L. Collingridge Ltd. 21s. 


ITH the theme, “An All the Year Garden”, the 
author builds up her picture by taking various 
groups of plants like penstemons, violets, hardy cyclamen, 
and bulbs, and describes several species of varieties in 
each group, thus giving the composite effect, which is 
colour or display over a long season. 

Added weight or contrast is provided by chapters on 
foliage plants, those which flower in winter, and those 
which normally flower over a long period. The subjects 
dealt with are mostly those which are grown by the 
author, who regards her plants as almost living entities, 
writing knowingly, with experience and feeling, e.g., “Red 
Paddy is a dear little thing . . . but it can be a little 

st....° “Crathes Crimson used to like me, but she 
doesn’t now. ...” “. . . and a hard-eyed little wench call 
Sceptre. ...” or, “. . . it bloomed like a little angel. . . .” 

Possibly, as a mere male, I am biased but I gained the 
impression that this book, written as it is by a woman, is 
principally for women gardeners, but I am sure that, as a 
result of it, many husbands are going to have to buy at 
least some of the plants described. 
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Basically, this is a book about plants, and of interesting 
points concerning them. It serves to introduce plants to 
gardeners, and to potential gardeners especially, rather than 
to deal with specific requirements, although these factors 
do enter frequently in regard to site, or any special 
treatment. 

I like the reference to . if we collect cleverly .. .” 
or, “my friend gave me . . .”, otherwise one, or beginners 
particularly, would be put off by the thought of the cost 
of such a wide variety of plants. 

One point I noticed was that on page 39 there is 
mention of bulbs, “I can’t plant bulbs in the grass as it 
all gets cut in the spring . . .”, yet, on page 34, there is 
mention of many bulbs being grown in the lawns. Possibly 
the grass is other than in lawns? 

The 43 illustrations deal with some of the plants 
described, as growing in the author’s garden. They are of 
good quality. At 2ls the book is good value, although 
it is not very long, being 137 pages. There is a useful 
index. 

It is all very chattily written, and readers are taken 
into the garden with the author. It will provide enjoyment 
and benefit to flower garden enthusiasts, and to those on 
the way to being enthusiasts. 


“ 


W. H. Lewis. 


Amateur Gardening Annual 
edited by A. G. L. Hellyer. W. H. & L. Collingridge 
Ltd. 6s. 


HIS excellent all-round book contains 41 articles on 

all aspects of gardening. It is the annual’s function 
to record recent developments in horticulture and give 
full information on all methods of gardening. 

Most types of garden are covered: formal, informal, 
woodland, sea, alpine, sunken, etc. There are chapters on 
fruit pollination problems, pruning flowering shrubs, 
planting grass for lawns, and many other practical articles 
of great interest and value. 

Dr. Bowen, a research worker at Harwell, has written 
an enlightening article entitled “Atoms and the Gardener”. 
He explains some of the new techniques of radioactivity 
which now aid horticultural research. There is an inter- 
esting chapter on plastics, written by Mr. A. J. Huxley. 
He describes recent developments and illustrates the many 
parts which the useful material plays in the horticultural 
world. Other scientific articles include a valuable chapter 
on automation in the glasshouse, electricity in the garden, 
and artificial light for plant growth. 

No gardening annual would be complete without men- 
tioning our national flower, the rose, and two chapters 
are devoted to this. One chapter is on easily grown roses 
and the other on new roses, with an encouraging conclu- 
sion stating that our new roses are vigorous, and there is 
no longer any room for the rose which will not tolerate 
our so-called “summer”. 

Finally, there is a valuable guide by Mr. J. S. Dakers, 
with useful gardening advice for each month of the year. 
This includes vegetables, flowers, fruit and greenhouse 

lants. 
F The book is fully illustrated, but contains only four 
colour plates. It is a pity that there could not have been 
more colour photographs, as, in a book of this kind, colour 
is definitely called for. However, at the low price of 6s., 
it is hardly surprising, and to all interested in gardening. 
with or without “green fingers’, the annual is very good 


value. 
HLK. 


Books received 


Architecture, Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, by 
Henry-Russell Hitchcock. Published by Penguin Books 
Ltd. Price 70s. 

Scandinavian Architecture, by Thomas Paulsson. 
Published by Leonard Hill (Books) Ltd. Price 42s. 

The Design of Physics Research Laboratories. 
Published on behalf of The Institute of Physics by 
Chapman & Hall Ltd. 
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Truscon 


Proved during the last two years in schools erected on the 


Picture Frame System, these floors have now been added - 


to the Truscon Precast range and are available for all 
types of building. These versatile floors make possible 
long spans with a minimum of weight and floor thickness. 
In a modified form these prestressed units are employed 
as purlins at wide centres supporting a variety of light 
roof decks. 


Truscon Limited (formerly the Trussed Concrete Steel Co. Ltd.) 
35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE.1 Telephone: WATerloo 6922 


Also at Birmingham, Central 2345-6; Bristol 21861; Glasgow, Central 0157-8; 
Liverpool, Central 5281-2; Manchester, Trafford Park 2766; York 24594. 


prestressed floors 


THE T.W. FLOOR 


Insitu Filling 


| 


80 Ib./sq. ft. Superload 
Depth: 6” 74" 
Span: | 18°O"; 170° | 240° 


| 
27° 0" | 320" 


THE R.W. FLOOR Structural Screed 


Precast Panel 


1S’ 24° centres 


80 Ib./sq. ft. Super load 
| 


Span: | 190" | 24° 0" | 


Depth 


104" | 
27 | 


THE H.W. FLOOR 


centres i 


80 Ib./sq. ft. Superload 
8” 


10° 


wo. 


30’ 0” 


— 
33 
16” 24° centres 
| 
32’ 0” 


the 


There is a key to every problem. When that 


problem is paint — the Key is STORRILUX. 


Based on the modern Alkyd Resin and Titanium Oxide 
STORRILUX is a full bodied, durable, washable. 

high gloss paint. The natural choice for schools, 

canteens, public buildings, house decoration, 

etc., giving economy with lasting finish 
Evolved through research and 
constant laboratory control 


with over a century of experience. 


STORRY SMITHSON & CO. LTD, 


BANKSIDE WORKS. HULL. Tel. 41441 
PAINT, ENAMEL & VARNISH SPECIALISTS SINCE 1831 


LONDON, LIVERPOOL, GLASGOW, NEWCASTLE, CARDIFF & NEW YORK 
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Industrial Notes 


@ Mr. R. Edwin McAlpine has been 
elected chairman of the Nuclear 
Power Plant Co. Ltd., of Knutsford, 
Cheshire, in succession to the late Sir 
Claude D. Gibb. 


@ Building Industry Distributors, the 
national association of builders and 
merchants, are now allowing extended 
credit for the purchase of all fitments 
and appliances for the home. For the 
average transaction, a 10 per cent 
deposit will be required, with pay- 
ment extended up to two years, but 
in some cases it may be extended over 
an even longer period. Installation 
charges can be included if desired. 


@ Mr. K. S. Brown, the sales 
manager, and Mr. C. W. Pion, the 
secretary, have been appointed execu- 
tive directors on the board of Sissons 
Bros. & Co. Ltd. In addition Messrs. 
H. E. Rayner, C. B. Smith and A. C. 
Sissons have, respectively, become 
factory personnel manager, factory 
manager and project executive. 


@® Goodenough Pumps Ltd. have ap- 
pointed Messrs. John Roulstone Ltd., 
of 49 Railway Arches, Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, | (telephone: 
Newcastle 20253 and 26969), as their 
sales and service agents for the coun- 
ties of Durham, Northumberland, 
Westmorland and Cumberland and 
also in Middlesbrough. 


@ The English Electric Co. Ltd. have 
moved their service centre from 
Hampstead to extensive premises at 
231 The Vale, Acton, London, W.3. 
From here they will be able to extend 
servicing facilities over the whole of 


This 24in Gulf panel radiator, which 
surface of over 88 sq ft, is fitted as 


London and the south coast, south of 
a line from Lyme Regis to the Wash. 
The new depot is approximately four 
times the size of the old one. Mr. E. 
Foster continues as depot manager, 
with Mr. W. E. Walmsley as service 
supervisor. 


@ Fablon Ltd., manufacturers of 
self-adhesive plastics, have moved to 
new offices at 49 Park Lane, London, 
W.1 (telephone: Hyde Park 2155). 


@ Holoplast Ltd. have moved their 
London offices to 2 Caxton Street, 
London, S.W.1. The new offices form 
part of St. Ermin’s Hotel and the new 
telephone number is Abbey 4866. 


@ Miultiglass Ltd., manufacturers of 
thermal insulating glass units, have 
moved to new offices at 65 Haymerle 
Road, London, S.E.15 (telephone: 
New Cross 3668 /9). 


@ As a result of the acquisition of 
the whole of the share capital of the 
Airscrew Co. and Jicwood Ltd. by 
the British Match Corporation Ltd., 
Mr. Eoin C. Mekie, c.B.£., has re- 
tired from his position as chairman 
of the former company. He remains 
a member of the board of directors 
by special request of the British 
Match Corporation, but is succeeded 
as chairman by Sir Anthony Elkins, 
C.B.E., deputy chairman of the Cor- 
poration. 


@ Winn & Coales Ltd. have formed 
a contracting department to carry out 
the protection of plant, pipe-lines, 
structural steelwork, etc. For the time 
being it will operate from the 
northern area headquarters at Denso 


measures /9ft long and has a heating 
an integral part of the balustrade. It 


warms not only the mezzanine floor at its own level, but also the open space below 
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House, Glebelands - Road, Sale, 
Cheshire (telephone: Sale 8271). In- 
quiries relating to cathodic protection 
(in conjunction with the Denso sys- 
tem) should be addressed to the head 
office at Denso House, Chapel Road, 
London, S.E.27 (telephone: Gypsy 
Hill 4247). 


® Panaline has been decided upon 
as the name for the new timber cur- 
tain walling system recently intro- 
ducted by H. Newsum Sons & Co. 
Ltd. The system consists of two-storey 
non-load-bearing front and _ back 
walls built in between load-bearing 
cross walls. 


@ The new Slimline toilet seat (see 
“New Products”, page 237, this issue), 
made by Ekco Plastics Ltd., is the 
winner of the First Annual I.C.1. 
Alkathene competition. 


@ Mr. A. G. Mandry has retired 
from his position as managing director 
of Libraco Ltd., manufacturers of 
library and office equipment. 


® Crabtree Electrical Industries Ltd. 
are to pay an interim dividend of 
74 per cent on their ordinary shares. 
Payment will be made on March 31, 
1959. 


@ FExpandite Ltd., manufacturers of 
sealing compounds, jointing and 
weatherproofing materials and anti- 
corrosive treatments, celebrate their 
Silver Jubilee on February 24, 1959. 
The company was founded by Mr. 
Bertram Watson, who today is their 
chairman and managing director. 


“REVIEW OF THE YEAR” 


The following alterations should be 
made in the “Review of the Year” 
which appeared in our. issue of 
January 28, 1959. On page 115, illus- 
tration No. 11 shows the factory for 
Sperry Gyroscope Ltd. and not that 
of Broads Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 
It was designed by the department 
of the chief architect to the Brack- 
nell Development Corporation. The 
generai contractors were J. Jarvis & 
Sons Ltd. and the value of the con- 
tract was £862,796. On page 116, cap- 
tion 15, the contractors for the new 
engineering college for the British 
Tabulating Machine Co. Ltd. were G. 
Davies & Sons (Broxbourne) Ltd. 
Also on page 116, caption 18, the 
general contractors for the new work- 
shops in Mark Road, Hemel Hemp- 
stead, were F. W. Sears & Son Ltd. 
and not Leslie & Co. Ltd. 


On page 127, caption 4, “The New 
Gog” public house is owned by 
Courage & Barclay Ltd. The general 
contractors for this building were 
E. A. Roome & Co. Ltd. and not 
E. A. Roome & Barclay Co. Ltd. On 
page 107, caption 6, the general con- 
tractors for the single-men’s resi- 
dences at Canonbury were Rush & 
Tompkins Ltd. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 
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In this feature are reviewed new lines introduced to the 
building industry for the first time and additions or im- 


provements to existing ones. 


Any advantages claimed for a 


product are from information supplied by the manufacturer 


New Electric Kitchen 
Fan/Ventilator (A) 

This company is now producing a 
small electric kitchen fan which is 
complete in one unit. This unit, known 
as the Mechavent 75, fits into the wall 
above the cooking stove and removes 
stale air, cooking fumes and smells. 
The steam from boiling water is also 
removed and a continuous flow of air 
prevents condensation on cold sur- 
faces. The inside grill measures less 
than 12in square and is mounted one 
brick wide by three courses deep (9in 
by 9in). The fan is completely enclosed 
in the wall, together with its motor 
and is surrounded by a rustproof steel 
wallbox. When the ventilator is 
switched off, the louvres on the out- 
side of the wall automatically close. 
The motor can be connected to any 
a.c. lighting mains or power point. A 
companion canopy can be supplied 
with the unit if desired. Price: 
£12 10s; companion canopy, £6 10s. 

Greenwoods & Airvac Ventilating 
Co. Litd., Beacon House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. Chancery 8135. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. A. Date 18/2/59. 

* 
New Plan Cabinets (B) 

This company is now producing 
both vertical and horizontal plan and 
chart filing cabinets. The “File A 
Pian” cabinets, as they are known, 
are made from heavy gauge steel in 
twin case construction. Each cabinet 
holds approximateiy 600 drawings or 
charts and on opening the lid, an in- 
dex is visible which shows at a glance 
the location of the drawings. The front 
panel of the cabinet opens outwards 
to allow easy access to the drawings 
which are held in the cabinet by 
means of plan holders which are stuck 
to the top edges of the drawings. These 
holders are punched so that they slip 
on to parabolic bars inside the cabinet, 
thus allowing the drawings to hang 


down without creasing. The lid is con- 
trolled by pneumatic cylinders which 
ensure safe self-closing. The cabinets 
are finished either in silver-grey or 
office-green hammered stove enamel. 
Sizes: vertical cabinet—4ft 34in high 
by 3ft wide by Ift 8in deep; horizon- 
tal cabinet—3ft 34in high by 4ft deep 
by Ift 8in deep. Prices: vertical— 
524gn; horizontal—S74gn; plan _ hol- 
ders—2gn per 100, plus 9s 6d pur- 
chase tax. 

The Renown Metal Works Ltd., 
Sulivan Road, London, SW... Re- 
nown 1425. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. B. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Gas Cooker (C) 

The Courier cooker, which is de- 
signed for use in small kitchens, is 
the latest addition to this company’s 
range of gas appliances. The hotplate 
has three boiling burners and a grill 
and is of cantilevered construction 
with glide-over one piece vitreous 
enamelled top bar, with spill tray 
underneath. The grill is located cen- 
trally in the hotplate and its pan ts 
positioned by means of a recess in the 
fixed crown. The oven is heated by a 
back-burner, has an overall drop door 
and is fitted with a hinged top which 
drops down for easy cleaning. A 
storage compartment is situated below 
the oven. The cooker fits flush to the 
wall and the platerack (optional extra) 
can be dropped down to the wall sur- 
face when not in use. Finish: white 
or cream vitreous enamel, with tops in 
blue, green, red, burgundy, ivory or 
black. Dimensions: overall—4l}in 
high by 19}in wide by 18}in deep; 
oven door opening—l3in high by 
15zin wide; oven inside—i2in high 
by 14Hin wide by 12}in deep; hot- 
plate-—-35jin high by I8iin wide by 
1S4in deep. Price: cooker—£25 15s, 
platerack assembly—£1 15s. 

Sidney Flavel & Co. Ltd., Eagle 
Foundry, Leamington Spa. Leaming- 
ton Spa 3091. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. C. Date 18/2/59. 
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New Glass is Better 
Will be Cheaper 

Ordinary window glass, which 
is pulled in the sheet from the 
molten glass in the furnace, has a 
perfect polish; it is “fire-finished”’. 
Unfortunately the weight and vis- 
cosity of the glass causes distortions 
as it is pulled; therefore, where 
absolute freedom from distortion is 
required, for car or shop windows, 
plate-glass, rough-cast to begin with 
and then ground and polished to a 


high surface, is used. But technically 
(and therefore commercially as well) 
plate-glass is a clumsy way of getting 
distortion-free glass, for almost half 
its thickness has to be ground away 
to give the polish. 

Now Pilkington Bros. Ltd., of St. 
Helens, have invented a new kind of 
process, which gives the “fire-finish” 
of window glass together with the 
freedom from distortion of plate 
glass; they call the new _ product 
“Float Glass”. In the words of the 
principal inventor,’ Mr. Alastair 
Pilkington, technical director of the 
firm: “The basic idea is a continuous 
ribbon of glass moving out of the 
melting furnace and floating along 
on the surface of molten metal... . 
Because the glass has never touched 
anything when it is soft except a 
liquid, the surface is unspoiled. .. . 
Because the suface of the liquid is 
dead flat, the glass.is dead flat too. 
Natural forces of weight and surface 
tension bring it to an absolutely 
uniform thickness.” 

Seven years of difficult, financially 
risky and expensive development 
work were needed before this basic- 
ally simple idea could be imple- 
mented on a commercial seale. Pro- 
duction is still limited, and Triplex 
are taking most of it for the car 
industry. As soon as_ production 
increases, there will be enough for 
mirrors and building work. 
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V. 82 12” diameter 200 w. 26s.8d. + 6s.0d. Tax 


VENTURA A basic range in translucent white opal plastic 


On the school programme alone thousands of pounds have been saved by 
specifying Venturas- while maintaining high standards of quality and lighting 
efficiency. 

For full information, including data on the new units with reflectors, ask for 
publication V.88. 


Venturas are available from stock throughout the world. 
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THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS LIMITED 


16-43 PORTLAND ROAD LONDON W.II © TELEPHONE PARK 1221 (5 lines) 
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BROUGHTON MOOR 
Light Sea Green and 
ive Green Stone 
is emineatly suitable 
for interior or exterior 
use where great dura- 
bility and unique ap- 
pearance are of para- 
mount importance. 
Architects may specify 
its use for Facings, 
Foundation Stones, 
teps, ills, 
Fronts, Surrounds, 
Pilasters, Fireplaces, 
etc. Ask for these 
Technical Pamphlets: 


SPECIFICATION 


The roof to be covered with Broughton 
Moor: Light Sea Green best quality 
(coarse grained) Westmorland Slates, to 
be obtained from The Broughton Moor 
Green Slate Quarries Ltd., Coniston, The 
Lake District, Lancs, in random sizes 
about 18” to 9” long, proportionate and 
random widths, laid to a 3” lap in 
regularly diminishing courses, from eaves 
to ridge. Each slate to be securely fixed 
by two stout copper nails and wide slates 
are to be used on the hips and verges. 


Alternatives: Seconds, Thirds, Special 
Peggies ; Olive Green and Mixed Shades. 
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Rain, Frost, Heat or Time 
do not affect their weather- 
resisting qualities 


Quarried from one of the richest slate-beds in the 
world, Broughton Moor Westmorland Green Slates 
possess a rock-hard texture which makes them 
particularly suitable for use in chemical-laden 
atmospheres. Of picturesquely rugged surface and 
available in a wide range of harmonious colourings— 
Light Sea Green, Olive Green and Mixed Shades-— 
they are the perfect medium for the roofing of all 
classes of architecture, whether domestic, municipal, 
commercial or ecclesiastical, enhancing the appear- 
ance of even the plainest edifice. Samples and prices 
gladly supplied. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY FROM STOCK 


Broucutron Moor 


GREEN SLATE QUARRIES // 


Larger sizes also available. Coniston »Lancs. 
3. Co Ridging: “Bromoor”’ purpose-made of ; 4 
4. on” crush and moulded slate from the 


5. Riven Face Slabs 


same veins is recommended. 


Largest works in the world 
manufacturing only Blocks, 
Bricks, etc. from MOLER 
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application). 


Main Warehouses : 


“BIMOL” PARTITION BLOCKS. 
Low thermal conductivity. 
Fireproof (test certificate available upon 


Sound deadening. 

Light in weight but load bearing. 
Completely inert (no plaster cracks). 
Take nails or screws without plugging. 


“BIMOL” FLUE BRICKS are approved by 
Government Departments, Municipal and County 
Authorities throughout Great Britain. 

Head ofice: 6/8 ARCADE CHAMBERS 
ELTHAM HIGH STREET, LONDON, S.E.9 


Tel : ELTHAM 7341. Grams : REFRAKULAT, ELT. LONDON 


LONDON - SHOREHAM 


Branches: 
Heat, Cold & Sound Best & Blake, Charles Tennant & Co. Stephens & Co., Kings Alexander Leith & Co., A. Blagden, 
insulations Ltd., 23 Potters 3/4 Se ieee Led., 22 Blythswood Sq., Mill, Tong Road, 25 Collingwood Street, 23 Claremont Crescent, 
Hill, BIRMINGHAM, 6 CA FF GLASGOW, C.2 LeeDs, 12 NEWC LE-ON-TYNE SHEFFIELD, 10 
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NEW PRODUCTS 
(continued) 


At the moment Pilkingtons are sell- 
ing “Float-Glass” at the same prices 
as plate-glass, but they expect it to 
be cheaper when large-scale pro- 
duction gets under way; it will be 
made by a_ continuous, fully 
mechanized process, from raw 
materials to packaging warehouse, 
whose operating costs will conse- 
quently be much lower than those of 
plate-glass production. 

Pilkingtons claim that the inven- 
tion of this distortion-free, fire- 
polished glass is the greatest advance 
in glass technology of the present 
century. 

Pilkington Bros. Ltd., St. Helens, 
Lancs. St. Helens 4001. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. D. Date 18/2/59. 
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New Plastic Sheets and 
Rooflights (E) 

Four new items, including a special 
grade of sheeting for interior use, and 
three new forms of rooflight, have 
been added to the Unilux range of 
glass-fibre reinforced polyester resin 
products. The new sheeting, grade FR 
(Int), is intended for use where 
weathering properties are not of prime 


importance, where a greater degree of 
self-extinguishing is required and 
where especially stringent fire regula- 
tions are enforced. The new sheeting 
is, at present, made only in opaque 
colours, but a translucent form is be- 
ing developed. It is available in 27 
different profiles, prices being the 
same as for grade FR. The new Uni- 
lux insulated decking light is designed 
for use with Universal asbestos cement 
insulated hollow or battened decking. 
It is a translucent cavity unit with a 
light transmission of over 70 per cent 
and a calculated “U” value of 0:5. 
Flanges on the light rest on_ the 
adjoining asbestos cement decking 
units and can be drilled to take fixings. 
The felt or other roof covering is 
dressed over the flange and up the 
sides of the light. Standard dimen- 
sions are: 2ft 74in by 9ft 10}in and 
the unit costs £24 10s and £28 10s in 
Unilux grades A and FR respectively. 
The new Unilux dome light (illustra- 
tion) is fluted in form, the dome itself 
being translucent and the curbs 
opaque. Two types are available. one 
with plain curbs, and the other with 
curbs incorporating a form of ventila- 
tor designed to remove any condensa- 
tion which may form on the under- 
side of the dome. Standard dimen- 
sions are 24in square and 48in square, 
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but other sizes can be produced to 
specification. Fixing is carried out in 
the same way as for the decking light 
and prices range from £7 10s. A 
double-cranked Unilux sheet has been 
devised to provide natural lighting in 
Universal Handcraft and Cambridge 
type self-supporting asbestos cement 
buildings. It can be used only as a 
crown unit, and complete rings of 
asbestos cement cranked units are 
necessary on both sides of each ring 
containing the Unilux unit. Prices for 
this unit are £14 for grade A and £16 
for grade FR. 


U.A.M. (Plastics) Ltd., Tolpits, 
Watford, Herts. Watford 34551. 
Readers’ Information Service, 


Ref. E. Date 18/2/59. 
* 


New Control for Oil 
Burners (F) 

A new form of flame failure safe- 
guard and programmer control has 
been introduced for use with the 
smaller pressure type gun burners, 
burning light oil and the smaller 
packaged boilers fired with light oil. 
The control provides a_five-second 
pilot proving period with a ten-second 
trial for ignition of the main flame on 
piloted “burners. A five-second trial 
for ignition is given for direct spark 
ignited main flame burners. Known as 
the Fireye System FJ-2, the equipment 
consists of control type 29RF5, model 
1005, mounted in a housing and 
scanner type 48PT1, model 1000. The 
housing should be mounted vertically 
on to a wall or panel by means of 
screws or bolts, and wired up. One 
method of installing the electronic 
scanner is to attach it to an insulating 
tube coupled to a threaded }4in black 
pipe inserted in a hole in the furnace 
wall. The scanner must be sited close 
to the burner igniter assembly. It 
must view along the axis of the pilot 
flame at a point where reliable ignition 
of the main flame is assured. The 
scanner must have an unobstructed 
view of both the pilot and main 
flames which must completely cover 
the sight tube opening. The FJ-2 
shuts off all fuel within two to four 
seconds following flame failure and 
the control programmes the operating 
sequence of blower and/or burner 
motor, ignition and fuel valve. It 
also provides a purge period before 
and after each firing period. 

Fireye Controls Co. Ltd., 14 Fetter 


Lane, London, E.CA4. Fleet Street 
6671. 
Readers’ Information Service. 


Ref. F. Date 18/2/59. 
* 


Polythene Toilet Seat 

The new Slimline toilet seat is 
moulded entirely in polythene. It has 
a smooth surface top and bottom and 
no metal parts or buffers. It is fixed 
to the pan by means of two “L™ 
shaped nylon pillars and clamping 
nuts. The all-enclosing lid is also made 
of polythene. The Slimline is available 


in a choice of the following nine 
colours: black, white, corallin pink, 
primrose, ivory, pastel green, signal 
red, cornflower blue, and lemon peel 
yellow. Price: 37s 6d. 

Ekco Plastics Litd., Southend-on- 
Sea, Essex. Southend 49491. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. G. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Lighting Fittings (H) 

Three new designs, which have par- 
ticular applications for shop-fitting, 
contract furnishing, display and some 
domestic uses, have been added to the 
Mondolite range of recessed fittings. 
These are catalogue Nos, F913, F923 
and F924 and are shown respectively 
top, centre and bottom of our illus- 
tration. When fixing, each of the fit- 
tings is recessed into the ceiling to a 
depth of 84in. Fitting F913 has a 
reflector flange and glass support in 
silver anodized aluminium and the 
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NEW PRODUCTS 
(continued) 


glass is satin white flashed opal. It 
projects 2in from ceiling level. Fitting 
F923 has reflector and flange of silver 
anodized aluminium and white pierced 
skirt and louvres. It projects 2+in 
from ceiling level. Fitting F924 has 
reflector and flange in silver anodized 
aluminium, obscured rimpled base 
glass and white stepped louvres. It 
projects 2}in from ceiling level. Each 
of the new fittings is suitable for 100/ 
150W lamps. Prices (including pur- 
chase tax): F913—£3 19s 8d, F923-- 
£3 19s and F924—4£4 I6s 10d. 

Troughton & Young (Lighting) Lid., 
143 Knightsbridge, London, S.W.1. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. H. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Street Lanterns (1) 

A new type of post-top lantern, 
which houses three 400W colour- 
corrected mercury lamps, has been 
conceived and developed by this com- 
pany acting in co-operation with Birm- 
ingham’s Public Works Department 
under the direction of Sir Herbert J. 
Manzoni, ¢.B.£., city engineer and 
surveyor. The new lanterns are to be 
used to illuminate the city’s new inner 
ring-road which will generally be 
110ft wide and are to be erected on the 
outer kerbs only, in pairs, and exactly 
opposite each other at intervals of 
100ft. The lanterns are 4ft 6in in 
diameter, about 18in deep and com- 
prise a domed canopy and dished trans- 
lucent Perspex bowl. They are mounted 
on slender, 30ft high, steel poles and 
have a light output of approximately 
36,500 lumens. As an aid to cleaning 
and lamp replacement, the bowl can 
be released and easily pulled down to 
the extent of 18in, where it is heid 
by counter-balancing weights. The 
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columns have special long bases to 
accommodate three sets of controi 
gear and time switches. Many of the 
columns will be erected on viaducts 
and in parapet walls adjacent to sub- 
way entrances, the construction of 
which precludes the use of columns 
with normal roots. For such positions, 
special bases have been designed to 
fit in with the structural work. 

General Electric Co. Ltd., Magnet 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. 1. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Nameplate Fixative 

The fixing of nameplates has been 
simplified by the introduction of 
Twinstik, a new double-sided adhesive 
tape. Plates manufactured by the 
Metalgravure Co. Ltd. are backed by 
this adhesive tape, which is protected 
by a specially treated paper. The 
protective cover is stripped off to 
expose the other pressure-sensitive 
surface and the plate is then pressed 
into position. The adhesive which 
impregnates the tape is stated to be 
extremely strong and to have good 
ageing properties. The tape will 
adhere to practically any surface, 
since it is claimed to make a _ per- 
manent bond to all metals, wood, 
plastics, fabrics, brickwork, plaster 
and cement. Articles backed with 
Twinstik can be fixed to compara- 
tively uneven surfaces since the tape 
has the capacity to fill irregularities. 
Twinstik will also adhere to cellulosed 
surfaces. 

Evode_ Ltd., Common _ Road, 
Stafford. Stafford 2241. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. J. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Vinyl Weatherstrip 
(K) 

A new weatherstripping for sealing 
both internal and external doors has 
recently been introduced. Known as 
Duraflex Vinl-Stop, it consists of a 
flexible P.V.C. sealing strip locked 
in a frame of high-impact Geon R.A. 
170 rigid P.V.C. Vinl-Stop seals by 
compression and creates no restric- 
tion to free movement of the door. 
It can be nailed and sawn, will not 
split, rust, ret. warp or swell and can 
be painted. Vinl-Stop is sold in sets 
for door openings up to 3ft by 7ft 
which cost 30s each, retail. The sets 
consist of one top and two side pieces 
which are {in wide by fin high. 

Adams & Benson (Dalbukirk) Ltd., 
Duraflex Division, Albion, West 
Bromwich, Staffs. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. K. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Floor-surface 
Armouring 

A new low-priced surface armour, 
known as Decksmetal, is now being 
produced for use with mastic asphalt 
or rubber compound floorings. It is 
made in 4ft long strips in such a way 


that assembly on site is both speedy 
and easy. By means of a special 
tongue-and-slot design, the strips can 
be made into a continuous floor 
armour which fully stabilizes the 
asphalt and provides a tough surface 
suitable for those situations where 
arduous trucking problems are en- 
countered. The mesh is provided in 
14g material, lin deep, and each cell 
measures 3in. It is treated with a 
bituminous compound to facilitate 
adhesion to asphalt flooring. A flat 
support strip is provided for use 
where Decksmetal has to be laid on 
soft underlays. 

Causeway Reinforcement Ltd., 66 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. L. Date 18/2/59. 


* 


New Impermeable Cement 


A new cement has been produced 
which will, it is claimed, permanently 
withstand the chemical action of both 
acids and alkalis. Known as Alcuma, 
it is composed of polyester resins 
scientifically blended with high quality 
inert fillers to produce an impermeable 
cement. It is supplied in the form 
of a separate powder and solution 
which are mixed together by the user 
to produce a cement of soft putty- 
like consistency. It sets to a very 
close, stone-hard texture, and is 
claimed to be uniformly resistant to 
acids, alkalis and water, not merely 
on tie surface but throughout its 
entire mass. Alcuma is stated to be 
satisfactory for bedding and jointing, 
pointing vitrified tiles and bricks in 
the construction of alkali resisting 
floors, benches, tanks and brickwork. 
It may also be used for the jointing 
and sealing of acid- and _ alkali- 
carrying pipes. 

J. H. Sankey & Son Ltd., Refrac- 
tories Works, Ilford, Essex. 

Readers’ Information Service, 
Ref. M. Date 18/2/59. 
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Architects: Howard V. Lobb, C.B.E., F.R.LB.A., A.I.Struct. E. John Ratcliff, O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1. 


4,683,257 pairs of shuffling feet... 


Display Designer: James Gardner, O.B.E., R.D.I1. 


During the course of the Brussels Exhibition the Marley floor tiles of standard quality, on either side of the carpet 


in the Hall of Tradition, withstood the test of 4,683,257 people moving over them in slow procession. In the planning stage, 


anticipating a vast volume of traffic on the side walks, the architects chose their flooring from the standard range of Marleyflex 
tiles: when the exhibition closed the tiles retained the full attractiveness of their original appearance. Marley floor tiles also 


covered the entire floor area in the Hall of Technology and other areas in the British Government Pavilion: and these, too, 


completely merited their specification. 
floor tiles by MARLEY 


LONDON SHOWROOMS: 251 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, W.1 


MARLEY, SEVENOAKS, KENT. SEVENOAKS 55255 
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means the ‘nearly 
ideal’ system 


efficiencies up to Bo% on 03 micton, dioctyl plothalaite smoke 


No single filter can provide all the ideal factors in air filtration. 

The MICROLOC design provides a choice. Media No. 1 giving 99°, 
efficiency on solid particles in the 0-5 microns range, and Media No. 2 
giving 99.95% efficiency in that range. In both ~1ses, the MICROLOC 
should be used in combination with a F AR-AIR 

viscous impingement-type panel pre-filter, which removes the 

larger particles and prevents overloading of the MICROLOC glass 

fibre medium. (Pre-filters should be ordered separately.) 

No tools are required for servicing and replacement of the disposable 
MICROLOC filter media, and in normal atmospheres the fine media will 
last through several servicings of the viscous impingement panels. 


Fon wbtimate officienoy at; lowest cost— 
interpose an INTERMIT 
Far-Air MICROLOC Air Filter 


INTERMIT LIMITED Gracfora Street, Birmingham, 5 
Telephone: Midiand 7961/4 
Member of tne Birtield Group 
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Sheets 401—450 
Ceiling details, Assembly Hall, School, Holloway 


Window Wall, Cockcroft Hall, Atomic rigtesend Research Establishment, 


Harwell 
Door detail, Cinema, Birmingham 
Canopy detail, Cinema, Birmingham ... 


Wall detail, Administration Building, Cologne 
Bicycle Storage, School, Holloway 

Screen Surround, Cinema, Birmingham 

Wall detail, Generating Station, Marchwood 
Shopfront, Shop, Charing Cross Road, London 
Staircase, Shop, Charing Cross Road, London , 
Pool, Mile High Centre, Denver, Colorado, U.S.A. 


Wall detail, Mile High Centre, Denver, Colorado, U.S.A. 


Cupboard Fitting, Offices, Albert Embankment, London ... 

Wall detail, Offices, Albert Embankment, London ... 

Flagpole, Offices, Albert Embankment, London 

Folding Screen, Dining Room, Bousfield School, Kensington 

Door detail, Bousfield School, Kensington iis ro 
Locker details, Bousfield School, Kensington ‘ 

Partition details, Generating Station, Marchwood ... 

Suspended Ceiling, Control Room, Generating Station, Marchwood 
Kitchen fittings, Flats, Ham Common, Surrey 

Staircase, Office, Ham Common, Surrey 

Counter, Shop, Long Row, Nottingham 

Light fitting, Shop, Long Row, Nottingham 

Display Case, Shop, Bold Street, Liverpool ... < 
Counter and Screen, Restaurant, Brompton Road, London ‘ 
Window and Wall details, Offices, Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S. A. 
Staircase, Richard Shop, Oxford Street, London ‘ 
Ceiling and Wall details, Bata Shop, Oxford Street, London 

Door details, Shop, Southampton 
Staircase, Shop, Southampton aa 

Window details, Shop, Southampton 

Bed Unit, Fire Station, Slough, Bucks 

Staircase, Laboratories, Enfield ‘ 

Door anu Shutter, Laboratories, Enfield 

Wall Facing, Factory, Eastleigh ‘ 

Entrance Canopy, Factory, Eastleigh ... 

Water Tank, Flats, Golden Lane, London . ow 

Window detail, Houses, South Hill Park, London 

Water Tank, Bousfield School, Kensington ... 

Screen, Entrance Hall, Factory, Eastleigh 

Cloakroom Windows and Fittings, School, High Wycombe 

Towel Rack, Towel Room, School, High Wycombe... aes 
Loggia Frames, Hospital, Doha ne sm 

Main Entrance Gates, Hospital, Doha ‘ 

Entrance Canopy, School, Wexham County Primary 

Staircase and Bridge, Laboratories, Kuwait ... 

Staircase, House, Loughton, Essex... ‘ 

Window, School, Marlborough Hill, London 

Wall Cladding, School, Langleybury, Herts ... 


Author 


J. L. Martin 


Chief Architects Division, 
Works, London ies 

H. Werner Rosenthal 

H. Werner Rosenthal: Architect. L. L. 
Kenchington: Engineer 

Hermann Wunderlich and Reinhold Kluser 

J. L. Martin, Architect to the L.C.C. 

H. Werner Rosenthal 

Farmer & Dark 

Ellis E. Somake 

Ellis E. Somake 

1M. nee and Associates for Webb & Knapp 
ne 

1. M. and Associates for Webb & Knapp 
nc 

Frederick Gibberd 

Frederick Gibberd 

Frederick Gibberd 

Chamberlin, Powell & Bon 

Chamberlin, Powell & Bon 

Chamberlin, Powell & Bon 

Farmer & Dark 

Farmer & Dark 

Eric Lyons 

EricLyons.. 

Westwood, Sons & Merrison 

Westwood, Sons & Harrison 

Westwood, Sons & Harrison 

Dinerman, Davison & Partners 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill a 

Bronek Katz & Reginald Vaughan 

Bronek Katz & Reginald Vaughan 

Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 

Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 

Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 

F. B. Pooley 

G. A. Jellicoe & Partners 

G. A Jellicoe & Partners 

Edward D. Mills & Partners 
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Chamberlin, Powell & Bon 

Amis & Howell 

Chamberlin, Powell & Bon 

Edward D. Mills & Partners 

Denis Clarke Hall 
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John R. Harris 

John R. Harris 

Denis Clarke Hall 

John R. Harris 

Edward D. Mills & Partners 

Edward D. Mills & Partners 

James Cubitt & Partners in association 
with C. H. Sater Herts er Archi- 
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Number Author 


Hermann Wunderlich and Reinhold Kluser 
Farmer & Dark 


Administration Building, Cologne 
Generating Station, Marchwood 


Location 


Number 
401.D.3. 


402.D.6. 
403.F.5. 


404.F.4. 
405.A.2. 
406.D.17. 
407.F.12. 
408.L.2. 
409.B.2. 
410.B.7. 


411.B.17. 


412.B.2. 
413.B.13. 
414.8.2. 
415.B.17. 
416.D.5. 
417.D.5. 
418.D.13. 
419.A.2. 
420.B.12. 
421.E.13. 
422.E.7. 
423.B.13. 
424.B.10. 
425 B.13. 
426.B.13. 
427.B.2. 
428.B.7 
429.B.13. 
430.B.5. 
431.B.7. 
432.B.6. 
433.C.13. 
434.A.7. 
435.A.5. 
436.A.2. 
437. AA. 
438.E.17. 
439.E.6. 
440.D.17. 
441.A.13. 
442.D.6. 
443.D.13. 
444.H.4. 
445.H.17. 
446.D.3. 
447.H.7. 
448 E.7. 
449.D.6. 


450.D.2 
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Wall detail. 
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Number Author 


409. 


412. 


414. 
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427. 
436. 
450. 


424. 


Ellis E. Somake ie 

1, M. Pei & Associates for Webb & Knapp in Inc. 

Frederick Gibberd Ne 3 

Farmer & Dark . 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 

Edward D. Mills & Partners 7 

James Cubitt & Partners in association with 
C. H. Aslin, Herts County Architect 


J. L. Martin 


H. Werner’ Rosenthal: Architect. 
L. L. Kenchington: Engineer ... 

Edward D. Mills & Partners 

John R. Harris 

Denis Clarke Hall 


H. Werner Rosenthal xe 
Chamberlin, Powell & Bon ... 


Chamberlin, Powell & Bon ... 
Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 
G. A. Jellicoe & Partners 


Chief Architects Division, Ministry of 
Works 

Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 

Amis & Howell 

Denis Clarke Hall 


Edward D. Mills & Partners 


Ellis E. Somake 

Eric Lyons i 
Bronek Katz & Reginald Vaughan oe 
Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 

G. A. Jellicoe & Partners 

John R. Harris 
Edward D. Mills & Partners 


Westwood, Sons & Harrison 


H. Werner Rosenthal 
Farmer & Dark 


Frederick Gibberd . seid 
Chamberlin, Powell & Bon 

Eric Lyons 

Westwood, Sons & 
Westwood, Sons & Harrison 
Dinerman, Davison & Partners 
Bronek Katz & Reginald Vaughan 

F. B. Pooley ... 
Edward D. Mills & Partners 

Denis Clarke Hall 


Martin... 

1. M. Pei & Associates for Webb & Knapp nc. 
Frederick Gibberd ... 

Chamberlin, Powell & Bon .. 

Chamberlin, Powell & Bon .. 

John R. Harris 


Location 
Shop, Charing Cross Road, London 


Mile High Centre, Denver, Colorado, U.S. A. 


Offices, Albert Embankment, London 
Generating Station, Marchwood 
Offices, Grand Rapids, Mi = U.S. A. 
Factory, Eastleigh 


School, Langleybury, Herts 


Assembly Hall, School, Holloway 


Cinema, Birmingham ... 

Factory, Eastleigh 

Hospital, Doha 

School, Wexham County Primary 


DOORS AND ENTRANCES. 5, 


Cinema, Birmingham ... 
Bousfield School, Kensington 


Bousfield School, Kensington 
Shop, Southampton ses 
Laboratories, Enfield 


Cockcroft Hall, Atomic platens <4 Research Establish- 


ment, Harwell 
Shop, Southampton 
Houses, South Hill Park, London 
School, High Wycombe 


School, Marlborough Hill, London 


Shop, Charing Cross Road, London 
Office, Ham Common, Surrey 
Richard Shop, Oxford Street, London 
Shop, Southampton 
Laboratories, Enfield 

Laboratories, Kuwait ... 

House, Loughton, Essex 
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Shopfront. 
Wall detail. 
Wall detail. 
Partition details. 
Window & Wall details. 
Wall Facing. 


Wall Cladding. 
CEILINGS. 3. 


Ceiling details. 
ROOFS. 4. 


Canopy detail. 
Entrance Canopy. 
Loggia Frames. 
Entrance Canopy. 


Door detail. 

Folding Screen, Dining 
Room. 

Door detail. 

Door details. 

Door and Shutter. 


WINDOWS. 6. 


Window wal!. 
Window details. 
Window detail. 
Cloakroom Windows iy 
and Fittings. ee 
Window. 


STAIRCASES. 7. 


Staircase. 
Staircase. 
Staircase. 
Staircase. 
Staircase. 
Staircase and Bridge. 
Staircase. 


LIGHTING—NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL. 10. 


Shop, Long Row, Nottingham 


SOUND INSTALLATION AND ACOUSTICS. 1/2. 


Cinema, Birmingham ... 


Control Room, Generating Station, Marchwood aor 


FURNITURE, 


Offices, Albert Embankment, London 
Bousfield School, Kensington 

Flats, Ham Common, Surrey 

Shop, Long Row, Nottingham 

Shop, Bold Street, Liverpool ... * 
Restaurant, Brompton Road, London 

Bata Shop, Oxford Street, London ... 
Fire Station, Slough, Bucks 

Factory, Eastleigh 

School, High Wycombe 


MISCELLANEOUS. I!7. 


School, Holloway 


Mile High Centre, Denver, Colorado, U.S. A. 


Offices, Albert Embankment, London 
Flats, Golden Lane, London 

Bousfield School, Kensington 
Hospital, Doha : 


Light fitting. 


Screen Surround. 
Suspended Ceiling. 


BUILT-IN AND FITTINGS 1/3. 


Cupboard Fitting. 

Locker details. 

Kitchen Fittings. 

Shop Counter. 

Display Case. 

Counter and Screen. 

Ceiling and Wall details. 

Bed Unit. 

Entrance Hall, Screen. 

Towel Rack, Towel 
Room. 


Bicycle Storage. 
Pool. 

Flagpole. 

Water Tank. 

Water Tank. 

Main Entrance Gates. 
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Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in a bold type. 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work (b) address for application. 
Where no town is stated in the 


MULLEN 


AND 


LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 


Contractors and Joinery 
Specialists 
41 EAGLE STREET, HOLBORN 
LONDON, W.C.1 
Telephone: CHAncery 7422/3/4 
Branches: 


5 Coptic Street, W.C.1. 


Tel.: Museum 3705 Tel. No. 73176 


Specialists in 


STAINLESS STEEL 
FABRICATIONS 


Built to your requirements 
or from a wide range of standards 


ASSOCIATED METAL WORKS 
(GLASGOW) LTD. 


30 ST. ANDREW’S SQUARE, Keegy 
fone: BELL 
*Grams: STAINLESS. GLASGO 
LONDON:7 GARDENS, S.W.1. 
hone: VICTORIA 1977/8 


BIRMINGHAM + NEWCASTLE 
BELFAST DUBLIN 


And at:— 
LIVERPOOL 
MANCHESTER 


TWO-WAY 
INTER-COMS 


flinstall your own system with 

our complete ready to use 2-way 

inter-com kit. For €12.12.6, 

carriage free, you will get 2 

telephones, |00ft. cable and batteries. 

Brand new, the telephones are 

moulded in shatterproof plastic, each 

instrument being self-contained with built-in buzzer 

and push-button system. They work over un.imited 

distances indoor or outdoor. The cable meets rigid 

G.P.O. standards and the batteries are Ever Ready 

Long Life. Nothing for you to do but connect 4 wires 

to screw terminals. This is a quality product and fully 

uaranteed for 12 months. (Extra cable 2d. per foot.) 
Send your instructions or write for brochure. 


D.J.P. TELEPHONES LIMITED 


Dept. A.B., 96 Grass Titchfield St., London, W.1. 
Ngham 5153 


WINDOW BOXES 


Fabricated in 
Asbestos Cement Sheeting 
List of details and sizes on application : 
DALTON BALLARD & Co. Ltd. 
Fleet Place, Upper Park Rd., London, N.W.3 
Tel.: Primrose 5854 


CONTRACT 
e NEWS 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


ALDERSHOT B.C. (a) Erection of a 

crematorium, complete with equipment 

and fittings, at Aldershot Park, Alder- 

shot. (b) Borough Engineer, Town 

Hall, Aldershot. (c) 2gn. (e) March 11. 
* 


AYLESBURY R.C. (a) (Contract 
No. 1), 12 bungalows and two houses at 
Weston Turville; (No. 2), 12 bungalows 
at Aston Clinton; (No. 3), four houses 
at Dinton; (No. 4) eight houses at Long 
Crendon. (b) Mr. Raymond C. White, 
of Messrs, Raymond White & Ridley, 
4 Temple Square, Aylesbury.  (c) 
2gn (payable to Council). (d) Febru- 
ary March 17. 


BARKING CORPORATION. (a) 
Erection of covered market, estimated 
to cost approximately £20,000. (b) 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Barking (on 
form obtainable from Borough Archi- 
tect). (c) Sgn from selected applicants. 
{d) February 27. 

* 
BATTLE RAC. @) Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of a group of 18 flat- 
lets in two storeys at Mountjoy housing 
estate, Battle. (b) Mr. A. H. Neave, 
38 Mount Street, Battle, Sussex. (c) 
2gn. (e) March 


BEBINGTON B.C. Contract No. 9. 
(a) 124 houses and 38 garages on the 
Mill Park estate, Eastham. (b) Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, Town Hall, 
Bebington, Wirral, Cheshire. (c) 3gn. 
(e) March 9. 5 


BISHOP AUCKLAND U.C. (a) 60 
houses and 14 aged persons’ bungalows 
at Woodhouse Close estate. (b) Mr. J. 
Ford, Council’s Surveyor, “The Elms”, 
Silver Street, Market Place, Bishop 
Auckland. (c) 2gn when Bills of Quan- 
tities are completed. (d) February 21. 


BLACKPOOL B.C. (a) Erection of 
Bisham Infants’ School, off Crawford 
Avenue, Bisham, Blackpool, to be 
commenced shortly and completed in 
48 weeks. (b) Borough Surveyor, 
Municipal Buildings, Blackpool (P.O. 
Box 17). (c) £2. (e) March 2 


BRENTWOOD U.C. (a) Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of 68 houses 
on Hutton estate. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Brentwood. 
(c) Ign. March 2. 


BRIGHTON B.C. (a) Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of new kitchen 
and dining rooms, Downs School, 
Brighton. (b) Borough Surveyor, 26/30 
Kings Road, Brighton. (c) 2gn. (e) 
March 9. 

BUCKS C.C. (a) Alterations to wood 
and metalwork room at William Penn 
Secondary School, Slow (b) County 
Architect, Council O , Aylesbury. 
(e) March. 2. 


CANVEY ISLAND U.C. (a) 32 
bungalows and  semi-bungalows at 
Little Gypps Road site. (b) R. H. 
Stevens, Council Offices, Canvey Island. 
(e) February 27. 


address it is the same as the local 
a in the heading (c) deposit ( 
st date of application (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. 
Full details of contracts marked * are 
given in the advertisement section. 


HIGH QUALITY 
WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.W. BRAND) 


As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY, 
Etc. 


Sample and Brochure 
sent on request 


M. MSCARTHY 


& SONS, LTD 


BULWELL — NOTTINGHAM 


THE 


ECONOMIC 


HOUSE DRAINAGE RPG. CO. LTD. 
17 LINHOPE STREEI, N.W.! 


SPECIALISTS IN PATENT DORAINAGE 

AND FLUE RESTORATION WORKS 

(UNDER RESTALLS PATENTS), DRAIN- 

AGE RECONSTRUCTION AND SANITARY 

PLUMBING WORKS IN TOWN AND 

COUNTRY (FLUE AT BUILDING 
). 


ESTABLISHED 
PHONE: PAD 2273 
(Twe lines) 


DALE ELECTRIC 


(BHAM) LTO. 


BRISTOL. ROAD, 
5 


STEELWORK 
ALL sses OF 


% 
39 
= 
; 
— 
STRICTURAL ENGINEERS 
; 
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CHESTERFIELD B.C. (a) 64 dwell- 
i erm Hill estate, Chester- 
field. Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, Hall, Chesterfield. (c) 
2gn. (e) March 4. 


COOKHAM R.C. (a) (i) Four-storey 
block of 16 maisonnettes with approach 
road and (ii) block comprising shop 
and seven houses, and block of three 
houses, on Woodlands Park estate, 
White Waltham. (b) Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, Council Offices, Oaklands, | Bath 
Road, Maidenhead. (c) 2gn. (e) 
March 12, 


COUNTY OF LINCOLN—PARTS OF 
KESTEVEN. (a) (i) Improvements to 
kitchen at Heighington Endowed CE. 
School; (ii) alterations at Aubourn 
County School; (iii) first instalment of 
a new school at Sleaford Secondary 
School; (iv) first instalment of a new 
five-class school at Bassingham Primary 
School; and (v) adaptations at Sleaford 
Quarrington C.E. School. (b) Count 
Architect, Council Offices, Sleaford, 
Lincs, by March 2, (e) March 19 (firm 
price basis). i 
COVENTRY CORPORATION. @) 
Erection of a motor showroom and 18 
flats in the central area adjoining 
Belgrade Theatre, Corporation Street. 
(b) City Architect, Bull Yard, Coventry. 
2gn, payable to (d) 
ebruary 23. (e) March 23. 


CROYDON B.C. (a) stage 
redevelopment of Castle Hill housi 

estate, New Addington, comprising 17 
dwellings in two- and _ four-storey 
blocks. (b) Borough Engineer, Town 
Hall, Croydon. April 


CROYDON B.C. (a) Building two 

science laboratories at the Portland 

Secondary School, Sandown Road. (b) 

Chief Education Officer, Katherine 

Street, Croydon. (c) £i. (e), March 3. 


CROYDON B.C. (a) Building a 
kitchen at Rockmount School, Rock- 
mount Road. (b) Chief Education 
Officer, Katherine Street, Croydon. (c) 
£1. (e) March 3. 


CROYDON B.C. (a) Building a four- 

storey kitchen, dining and science block 

at Selhurst Grammar Boys’ School. (b) 

Chief Education Officer, Katherine 

Street, Croydon. (c) £1. (e) March 10. 


CUCKFIELD URBAN COUNCIL. 
(a) 16 old people’s dwellings at Pilgrim 
Court, Haywards Heath. (b) Surveyor 
to the Council, Council Offices, Oak- 
lands, Haywards Heath, Sussex. (c) 
2gn. (e) March 9. 


DARTFORD B.C. (a) Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of a branch 
library at Ashen Drive, Dartford. (b) 
Town Clerk, Council Offices, Dartford. 
(c) 2gn. A March 9. 


DEBEN R.C. (a) "Fixed ‘ales tenders 
for the erection of one pair of houses 
and one pair of bungalows, together 
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with incidental works at Alderton. (b) 
Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Melton Hill, Woodbridge. (c) 2gn. (e) 
March 11. 


DEBEN R.C. (a) Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of. two pairs houses 
and four pairs of bungalows, together 
with incidental works in Rushmere. 
(b) Engineer and Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Melton Hill, Woodbridge. (c) 
2gn. (e) March il. 


EIRE—KERRY C.C. (a) Reconstruc- 
tion of the ferry bridge over the River 
Cashen and contingent. works. (b) 
Mr. Ed. Ralph Ryan, 1 Montpelier 


THE MODERN VENETIANS 


Full particulars, drawings, etc., from 


DANAURA LIMITED 


48 Notting Hill Gate, London, W.1I 
BAYswater 8721/2 


DON'T HAVE UNTIDY SKYLINES 
ON YOUR 
MAISONNETTES AND FLATS 


LET US INSTALL MULTIPOINT 
TV AERIAL SYSTEMS 


IN THEM 
'T IS MODERN AND INEXPENSIVE 


Write or Phone 


BANDMASTER AERIALS 


Church Street, Hatfield, Herts. 


EST MATES ON REQUEST. HATFIELD 3274 
COUNTRY-WIDE SERVICE 


ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS 


J.W.GRAY & SON LTD 
PRINCETON STREET 
CHA BEDFORD ROW, W.C.! 


LONDON & 


13 CASTLE STREET 


SALISBURY 
LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


GRANITE 


DELIVERED Ri 


Terrace, Galway. (c) 5Ogn. (e) Febru- 
ary 28. 


EIRE—MEATH cc. (a) Erection of 
20 houses, complete with water 1nd 
sewerage services at Dunboyne. 
Secretary’s Office, County Hall, An 
Uaimh. (©) £10. 27. 

* 


EIRE—SHANNON AIRPORT. a} 
Low-pressure, hot-water heating 

hot- and cold-water installations in the 
mew passenger and public building. (b) 
of Industry Kildare 
Street, Dublin. (c (c) £5. (e) February 23. 


ENFIELD B.C. (a) 42 houses at 
“Chaselands”, Lavender Hill, Enfield. 
(b) Borough Engineer, 7 Little Park 
Gardens, Enfield. (d) Febru- 
ary 25. (e) March 2 


ENFIELD B.C. @) Five shops, five 
maisonnettes at High Street, Ponders 
End, Enfield. (b) Borough Engineer, 
7 Little Park Gardens, Enfield. (c) 2gn. 
(d) February 2S. (e) March 26. 

* 


ENFIELD B.C. (a) three-storey 
two-person flatlets on Hoe Lane Nort 
estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 7 Little 
Park Gardens, Enfield. (c) 2gn. (d) 
February 25. (e) March 26. 


ESSEX C.C. (a) Erection of Romford 
Fire Station, estimated to cost £38,000, 
to be completed in nine months. (b) 
County Architect, County Hall, Chelms- 
ford. February 21. 


ESSEX C.C. (a) Firm price tenders 
for the erection of cloakrooms, lava- 
tories, etc., at Crays Hill Primary 
School, estimated cost £5,500. (b) 
County Architect, County Hall, Chelms- 
ford. (d) February 21. 


FAILSWORTH U.C. (a) 50 dwell- 
ings at Brierley Avenue housing 
scheme 29, Phase 4. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Town Hall, Oldham Road, 
Failsworth, near Manchester. (c) Sgn. 
(e) March 14. 


GLAMORGAN C.C. (a) Applications 
invited from contractors (not already 
on list) wishing to be placed on 
Council’s list of approved contractors 
who will be invited to tender from 
time to time during period ending 
March 31, 1960, for County Building 
Projects as follows: (List A) for works 
estimated to cost more than £50,000; 
(List B) for works estimated to cost 
between £15,000 and £50,000; (List C) 
for works estimated to cost between 
£1,500 and £15,000; and (List D) for 
works estimated to cost less than 
£1,500. (b) County Architect, Gla- 
morgan County Hall, Cardiff, stating 
whether applicant wishes to be entered 
on one or more of these lists. (d) 
February 28. 
+ 


GOLBOURNE U.C. (a) Eight houses 
at Lowton. (b) Engineer Surveyor, 
Council Offices, Lowton, near Warring- 
ton. (c) 3gn. (e) March §. 


SHUTTERS 


TEEL, WOOD AND ALUMINIUM 


*SYSTOIN’ SERVERY. HATCHES 


MANUFACTURED TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION 


AT COMPETITIVE PRICES WITH RAPID DELIVERY 


J. TAYLOR (SYSTON) . sYSTON . LEICESTER 


TEL: SYSTON 2133 + MANCHESTER: RINGWay 3996 


SPECIFY 


RESKOL 


FOR 


DRY ROT 
Details Richardson & Starling Led., 
(Dept. AB) 6 Southampton Place, W.C.t 


DANAURA 
a 
| 
ADDiscombe 3181 Ref: Mr. T.A. Jones 
4 
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ISLE OF WIGHT STANDING JOINT 
COMMITTEE, (a) Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of a pair of police 
houses at Staplers Road, Newport, I.W. 
(b) County Architect, County Hall, 
Newport, LW. (c) 2gn, payable to Isle 
of Wight County Council. (d) Febru- 
ary 20. (e) March 16. 


KERRIER R.C. (a) Extension to 
Council offices, “The Willows”, 
Helston. (b) Messrs. J. H. Snellgrove 

Partners, 47 Coinagehall Street, 
Helston. (c) 2gn (cheques payable to 
Council). March 2. March 21. 


LANCASTER. (a) Erection of dining 
hall and kitchen for 450 meals at Bay 
View, Lancaster, next stage of Lan- 
caster Royal Grammar School Develop- 

Programme, for the Governors. 
(b) Messrs. C. B. Pearson & Son, 18 
Dalton Square, Lancaster, to be 
sidered tendering. 


LEEDS C.C. (a) 260 dwellings at 
Moor Grange—Scheme No. 774. (b) 
City Architect, lot, Priestley House, Quarry 
Hill. Leeds, 9. (c) £2 (cheques payable 
to “Leeds Corporation’ (e) March 16. 


LEICESTER Cc. Erection of 
Goldhill odern Boys’ 
School, Lane East, 
(b) City Architect, 10 
Leicester, by March 2. (c) £2 Pane 
payable to City Treasurer, Leicester). 
(e) April 3. 
* 


LICHFIELD R.C. (a) 30 dwellings 
at Longwood, Fazeley; 32 at Oakdene, 
Burntwood; eight at The Square, 
Hammerwich; four at Whittington; six 
at Hopwas and 14 at Colton. (b) Clerk 
to the Council, Lichfield Rural Council, 
Rural Council House, Lichfield, stating 
in which site(s) interested. (c) 2gn. 
(d) February 20 


LINCOLN C.C, (a) Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of 68 one-bedroom 
flats on Ermine estate west. (b) City 
Architect, Stamp End, Lincoln. (c) 
2gn (cheques pene to Corporation). 
{e) February 


LONDON—WALTHAMSTOW B.C. 
(a) Eight flats in a two-storey block on 
site of “The Hydro”, Forest Road, 
Walthamstow,  E.17. (b) Borough 
_Architect, Town Hall, Walthamstow, 
E.17. 2gn. (e) March 6. 

> 


LOUTH B.C. (a) 12 dwellings in 
Virginia Drive, Louth, together with 
ancillary works. (b) Messrs. Wm. 
Saunders & Partners, 57 Upgate, Louth, 
and 18 Queen’s Parade, Grimsby. (c) 
2gn. (e) March 2. 


LUTON B.C. (a) three- 
classroom extensions at Challney Boys’ 
School, on fixed price basis. 
Borough Architect, Town Hall, 

(c) 2gn (cheques payable to Corpora- 
tion). (e) March 13. 


HAVE YOU DECIDED THAT 
POLISHED HARDWOOD 
IS THE ONLY MATERIAL 
FOR YOUR HANDRAILS 
YET? 

When you do, 
consult the specialists 


F. J. LEWIS LTD. 
House, 65 Maygrove Road 
Kilburn, London, N.W.6 
MAIDA VALE 0871/5 


NON FERROUS 


WALL TIES: MASONRY FIXINGS 


Handrail 


S.J. BRIERLEY (WILTS) LTD 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON 
Telephone 2234 


ENGLISH TIMBERS 


for Building and joinery Trades, Oak Planks 
for Cills, Half-Timbering, or scantling to size 
Architects’ — for staircases, Church and 
other exclusive furniture faithfully interpreted 


GATES AND OAK DOORS 
SPECIALITY 


WYCKHAM BLAGKWELL LTD. 


Established 1884 


Hampton Solihull Warwickshire 
‘elephone: Hampton-in-Arden 3 and 10 


Contractors 
hols & 
Equipment 
THOS, W, WARD LIMITED 


ALBION WORKS, SHEFFIELD 
SHEFFIELD 26311! LONDON TEM. 1515 
COVENTRY BEDWORTH 3011 GLASGOW 
SCOTSTOUN 8083 - BRITON FERRY 3166 
GRAYS - THURROCK 4764 & 4086 
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MALVERN U.C. (a) Conversion of St. 
Nicholas’ School, Cowleigh Road, North 
Malvern, into 17 flats. (b) Surveyor and 
Water Engineer, The Council House, 
Malvern. (c) 2gn. (e) February 27. 


MANCHESTER C.C. 
dressing pavilion at (i) Abbey Hey 
Play Fields and (ii) Debdale Park. (b) 
City Architect, P.O. Box 488, Town 
Hall, Manchester. (e) March 4. 


NEW WINDSOR ROYAL B.C. (a) 
(Contract No. 1) 40 houses; (Contract 
No. 2) 36 houses; (Contract No. 3) 38 
houses at Smiths Lane estate, Ded- 
worth, Windsor. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Kipling Building, Alma Road, Windsor. 
(c) 2gn. (e) March 25. 


NORTH COTSWOLD RC. (a) (i) 
Four houses and two old people's 
bungalows at Guiting Power; (ii) 13 
houses at Longborough; (iii) eight 
houses at Stow-on-the-Wold; (iv) three 
old people’s bungalows at Broadwell; 
(v) eight houses at Ebrington; (vi) six 
houses at Willersey; and (vii) two old 
people’s bungalows at Chipping Cam- 
den. (b) Council's Clerk, Council 
Offices, Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. (d) 
February 21. 


N. IRELAND—BALLYMENA R.D.C. 
(a) Erection of eight houses and the 
construction of site works at housing 
scheme No. 11—Garvaghy (No. 2) 
site (Portglenone). (>) Messrs. Ogilby 
& McCutcheon, 9 Upper Crescent, 
Belfast. (c) Sgn. (e) February 20. 


N. IRELAND—BELFAST. (a) Sink- 
ing of ten boreholes and taking of 
samples of strata and recordings of 
Strata at Victoria Barracks. (b) 
Housing Architects’ Department, Town- 
send House, 97 Townsend Street. (c) 
£3 (cheque to be made payable to - 
Belfast Corporation). (e) ) February 


OLDHAM B.C. (a) Fixed aie tenders 
for the erection of 27 houses on Fitton 
Hill estate. (b) Messrs. Cameron & 
Middleton, 21 Queen Street, 
{c) 2gn (cheques, etc., crossed and 

able to Borough Treasurer, Old 
Corporation). (e) March 9. 


PENARTH U.C. (a) Ten single- 
bedroomed flats at Queen's Road 
Penarth. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, 
“West House”, Stanwell Road, Penarth. 
(c) 2gn. &) February 28. i 


PUDSEY B.C. (a) Separate trades in 
connection with the erection of eight 
flats and five garages at Farfield estate, 
Farsley. (b) Borough Surveyor, Town 
Hall, (c) 2gn each trade. (e) 
February 


RUNCORN U.C. (Contract No. 38). 
(a) Fixed price tenders for the con- 
struction of a further 208 dwellings 
and 32 garages on Grange Neighbour- 
hood Unit. (b). Council’s Surveyor. 
Town Hall, Runcorn. -(c) 3gn. (e) 
March 2. a 


(a) Erection of 


f-rther details and information write to 


Hathernware Ltd., Loughborough, Leicestershire. 


Telephone : 


Hathern 273/4 


Pe 
@ 
Meson Seasoned quartered boards for furniture, panelling 
ee etc. Machining done and joinery manufactured for 
: ie the trade. Fencing for schools and roadside etc. 7 
q 
dm HL66 


Automatically 
controlled 


HEAT..... 


Automatically 
controlled 


WATER 
Services... 


multi-storey buildings 


Two essentials—automatically controlled heat and 
automatically maintained water pressures at ail 
levels. We manufacture a wide range of plant to meet 
these requirements. 

Designed to respond automatically to demand—built 
as self-contained units. 


“ELECTROMATIC” 


Fully Automatic Oi! Boilers. Capacity 
from 50,000 to 4,500,000 B.Th.U’s per 
hour. ‘‘Electromatic’’ Oil Burners will 
give trouble-free service with the mini- 
mum of maintenance. They 
maintain even temperature day 

and night, giving automatic 

heat, steam and constant hot 

water. Supplied complete with 
Lumastat photo-electric cell, 

flame failure control, 


Fully illustrated literature upon request. 


“BRUSTON” 


Auto-pneumatic Booster Sets. 

200 to 50,000 gallons per hour. 

To provide high-pressure water supplies 
in modern buildings where top-floor 
services are on or near the hydraulic 
gradient. These standard units, devel- 
oped to mect the requirements of 
constant and unfailing water supply at 
high levels, are designed to operate in 
confined spaces in large buildings such 
as offices, flats, hospitals, factories, etc. 


Fully illustrated literature upon request. 


G. CG. PILLINGER & CO. LTD 


Sutton Common Road, Sutton, Surrey, England 
Telephone: Fairlands 8844 (5 lines) 
Telegraphic Address: “*Pillinger, Sutton, Surrey” 
Works: DERWENT WORKS, 602 PURLEY WAY, 
CROYDON, SURREY 
AND AT 20 SYCAMORE STREET, DUBLIN; AND 
43 GRAND PARADE, CORK 


Extra Protection ! 
Use “ARMOURITE?” for better class 


building where that “little extra” is 
required. “ARMOURITE” has all the 
damp resisting qualities of our well- 
known “Aqualite” dampcourse plus 
the addition of an impenetrable barrier 


of sheet lead. 


Samples and Descriptive Literature from 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LIMITED DUNDEE 
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 


For 


| 
YOU DON’T 
WHEN YOU BUY 


| 

| 

| Uni-Bond is sold 
undiluted, extended 

| or filled, and there- 

| fore has treble its 
volue, as it can be 

| filled and diluted to 

| your own particular 

| 


“< 


work. 

For instance: 

1 galion of Uni- 
Bond added to 2 


The highly concentrated nature of UNI- 
BOND, unlike many imitations, permits 
considerable dilution for numerous 
applications without loss of adhesion. 
UNI-BOND is the most universal 
bonding agent used throughout the 
United Kingdom, by the M.O.W., 
Admiralty, Air Ministry, War 
Depertment, and the largest and 
leading building contractors, also 
specified leading architects. 


BONDS ANYTHING TO ANYTHING 


More and more UNI-BOND the 
multi-purpose Bonding Agent is being 
used by Joiners. Plasterers, Painters, 
Decorators, in floor-laying, glazed tiling, and in fact every- 
where where timber, metals, hardboard, bricks, tiles and 
a hundred other materials chat require permanently 
filling, bonding or cementing together. 
in handy cans, no mixing or heating, clean in use and 
finish. UNI-BOND is resistant to water, oil and petrol 
and dilute acids, does not crack or craze. 

THERE IS NOTHING SO GOOD AS UNI-BOND 

GUARANTEE 


Dept" THE LIQUITILE COMPANY LIMITED 
Camberley 63 
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when to empty it 
with the new 


ry ECONA* /KILNER* SINK FITTING 

ae Ideal for use in busy kitchens this new sink fitting 
sit. makes ingenious use of a standard Kilner Nos 
ie * Slows down waste flow, traps most solids 
= * Visibly indicates when full 

a * Easily removed for cleaning 

ail Spares readily available through merchants and 

ironmongers or from the makers : 


ECONA MODERN PRODUCTS LIMITED 


seistered Trade Names AQUA WORKS, HIGHLANDS ROAD, SHIRLEY, SOLIHULL 
Tel. SOLihull 3078 


“JOINT CENTRE TIE JOINT 7 

sa STANDARD TUBULAR STEEL ROOF TRUSSES 
-* The photograph shows the tubular steel framework of a factory in two clear spans of 60 ft. and one of 50ft., 12 ft. high to 
a ; eaves, covering a total area of 25,700 sq. ft. 


The line drawing shows one of the standard roof trusses used in this building. These trusses are suitable for sheeted 
roofs with or without patent glazing and are available from stock. 


VUBEWRIGETS 


CORPORATION ROAD, NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE 
Regd. ‘al Trade Telephone: Newport 72231. A subsidiary of and Lloyds Limited 
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SEETRU 


COMPLETE 
QUICKMoUNT 


PATENT LIQUID 


— Compact, Modern Design and Neat Appearance. 
EASILY FITTED - ECONOMICAL 


The STANDARD QUICKMOUNT Gauge is 
available in gunmetal or light alloy construction 
for boiler rooms and industrial installations. 


1. Screw-action isolating valves which seal off 
the tank enabling the gauge to be removed for 
cleaning or servicing even when the tank is full. 
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RELIABLE 


The LIGHTWEIGHT Gauge for domestic 
heating installations is available in a wide 
range of alternative designs. 
Sealing by flat washers or O-Ring seals. 


Collar 


Optional Features : 
2. Gauge nuts require Manual Isolating Valve. 
entle tightening to achieve pressure-tight 
4 sealing of gauge assembly. Automatic Safety Valve. 
3. High-efficiency rubber seals Drain Valve. 


on gauge collars. 


4. Unbreakable plastic sight 
tube, fin. or Zin. bore, magnify- 


Connection to tank or pipework by 
blind nipples or by adaptors which 


CONTENTS GAUGES for all storage tanks 


— Easily Fitted — Made to Measure — Continuous-reading — Alternative 
Sight Tube Sizes, }" or 4%” — Economical — Open or closed-circuited 


ing liquid contents. 


The COMPLETE QUICKMOUNT 
model includes: 

5. Automatic Safety Valve which 
immediately seals off the gauge 
from the tank if the sight tube is 
6 damaged. 

6. Drain Valve. 


permit mounting of gauge and feedpipe 
at single connection. 


Seetru Gauges can be calibrated if 
required. 
FULL DETAILS ON APPLICATION 


Designed to save space and built 
of tested materials, mechanical 
perfection has been achieved in 
the Glydover all steel overhead 
Garage Door. Counter- 
balanced by powerful springs, 
the door slides open under the 


roof leaving an unrestricted 


opening. 
The li when unlocked 


operation. 
Automatic operation can be supp 
for as little as from £59 2s. 64. 


lied 


BOLTOW GATE 
COMPANY LIMITED 
BOLTON LANCS 


dm BG 308 


RECENT DESIGNS IN 
METAL AND WOOD 


Further patterns of 

DOOR & WINDOW 

FITTINGS _ illustrated 

in brochure, sent free, 

on request. Write for 
List PAR 422 


PARKER, WINDER 
ACHURCH LTD 


422 Broad St., Birmingham, | 

(Telephone: MIDiand 500!) 
LONDON: 

16 Grosvenor Place, S.W.! 
(SLOane 2232 & 2339) 
MANCHESTER: 

16 John Dalton St., M/N.2 

(BLAckfriars 9478) 
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TELEPHONE: BRISTOL 27242 
TELEGRAMS : SEETRU, BRISTOL 
” 
: 
PAR 
787 
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The 
attributes 
of beauty* 


| cid & Alkali 
Resisting PAVING 


* 


“properties gracefully 
combined in an object 
soas to please or attract 
the senses, especially 
the eye...” 


a true description of a Gliksten door. 


... a beauty more than skin deep 


Gliksten Mark 12 doors are faced with superbly 
matched West African cedar veneer giving each 
door an attractive individuality. The beauty of 
this Gliksten door is more than skin deep. Built, 
as it is, on the principle that stability does not 
depend upon individual components but upon a 
choice of reasonably inert materials perfectly 
bonded together, the resulting interior ensures 
beauty of construction as well. Glikstens are 
the foremost suppliers of flush doors to local 
authorities, builders and contractors. 

Guaranteed for 3 years. 


Write for full details and prices 


Cheapest in 


GLIKSTEN DOORS the long run- 


the best 


One of the Gliksten Group of Companies 


Gliksten Doors Ltd., Carpenters Road, Stratford, London, E.15 
Tel: AMHerst 3300. Liverpool Office 87 Lord St. Tel: CENtral 3441| 14 TOWN WHARF + DROITWICH - WORCESTER 


‘Phone: DROITWICH 2249, 2240, 3306 Grams: TANKS, DROITWICH 


4s 
: 
« 
/ Alkali proof 
Hard wearing 
and attractive 
TANKS & LININGS LT , 


46 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 18 February 1959 


GLASCRETE 


Factory, Hertfordshire 


Our comprehensive Brochure P.47 gives details and 

information of all Glascrete constructions. There is 

a construction to suit any type of structure and the 

services of our technical department are at your 
disposal. 


VARIABLE GRID WINDOWS 


This type, of construction was designed 
for large span openings unsuitable for 
our smaller grid windows. 

The transom member is pre-cast as a 
continuous unit between fixings with 
short mullions housed into stoolings 
on the transoms. The larger section, 
necessary in view of the span and 
consequent wind load, gives a bolder 
appearance, and the sizes of the indi- 
vidual panes can be varied up to a 
maximum of 9 sq ft in area. 


‘KINGa®e 


-Queen Victoria St. LONDON.e<« 
Tel.: CENtral 5866 (5 lines) 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND STEEL AND WOOD 
OFFICE FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT OF ALL 
SIZES AND DESCRIPTIONS. PLAN CHESTS, 


FILING CABINETS, CUPBOARDS, FIRE RESIST- 
ING SAFES. PEDESTAL DESKS, TYPIST DESKS 
AND CHAIRS ALWAYS IN STOCK. 


CONTEMPORARY DESIGN DESKS IN NATURAL OAK 
FINISH OR BLONDE MAHOGANY FINISH AT VERY 
REASONABLE PRICES. REMEMBER WE HAVE THE 


LARGEST STOCK IN LONDON TO CHOOSE FROM! 


S. MARGOLIS & SONS sar 


63/65 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 7364/9513 


ACTUAL MANUFACTURERS OF 
EXTERIOR GRADE 


PLYWOOD and 
VENEERED PLYWOOD 


SPECIALITY — PANELLING 
TO 
ARCHITECTS’ SPECIFICATIONS 
RELIABLE PLYWOOD COMPANY LIMITED 


PROGRESS WORKS, WARBURTON STREET, LONDON, E.8 
Telephone; Clissold 3496/7 Telegrams: Reliaply-Hack, London 


THE NORTHARC ORGANISATION LTD. 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 
for INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS 
ROOF TRUSSES 15’ 0” to 100’ 0” SPAN 
As specialists in roof truss design and fabrication we welcome 
inquiries for frameworks to suit standard or non-standard types 
of roof covering. Illustrated brochure available on application. 


260, LANGHAM ROAD, TURNPIKE LANE, LONDON, W.15.— 
PHONE. BOWES PARK 3757 


= 
¢ 

Architects: Messrs. Clifford, Tee & Gale Wats 
Lin a 
/ 
| NTN 

perry 


cle elegant efficiency 


WELDED TUBULAR STEEL CONSTRUCTION. 


THE M.A.C. CYCLE PARK HAS BEEN DESIGNED AFTER 
CONSULTATION WITH ARCHITECTS, AND BRINGS THE 
MODERN CONCEPTION OF LINE AND FORM TO A 
TRADITIONALLY UTILITARIAN PRODUCT 


ENGINEERING (BRISTOL) 


BOX 60 - AVON WORKS BRISTOL 3 - TEL. 64065 


CORROSION? 


All Kontite cast fittings are in corrosion resisting Gunmetal 
alloy. They are therefore particularly suitable for use where 
pipes are being laid in ground where adverse soil and water 
conditions are likely to be experienced. Send for our new 
Comprehensive Catalogue 24th Edition. 


kon 


GUNMETAL COMPRESSION FITTINGS 


KAY & CO (ENGINEERS) LTD 
Bolton Brass Works, Bolton Tel: 3041 Telex 63-186 Grams: Kontite, Bolton 
London Office: 36, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Telephone: Abbey 2144 


dmK 8135 
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By John Farrell 


from leading booksellers 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 18 February 1959 


constructional 
steelwork ‘ 
shop practice | 


This is a comprehensive, authoritative text-book of interest to all engaged in the con- 
structional steelwork industry, but particularly valuable to apprentices and students. 
John Farrell, who was commissioned to write the text, has had a lengthy and varied 
experience on the practical side in every branch of the industry and was admirably 
qualified for the task. The book first describes the materials used in constructional 
steelwork and then goes on to discuss at length the reading of drawings of this type 

of work. The template shop, its equipment and its operations are considered, and the 
technique of setting-out is fully described. 


Published for the British Constructional Steelwork Association 

Contents include fabricating procedure, marking off, assembling, straightening, 

bending, cambering, punching, shearing, oxygen flame cutting, planing, scarfing, : 
ending, grinding, drilling, riveting, metallic arc welding. aa 


15s net by post I6s Id size with 200 pp and 220 illustrations 
Published by Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1 a 


MANDER & GERMAIN we 
LIMITED 


| Architectural Craftsmen 
MARBLE - STONE : GRANITE 
FLOORS WALL LINING CHIMNEY PIECES - ETC. i 


WILLOWBANK WHARF 
PUTNEY BRIDGE - LONDON S.W.6 


ARE ITED 
TO WRITE FOR 
OUR BROCHURE 
INTAINING FULL 


co 

SIZE 
WIREWORK 
/ PATTERNS 


METAL LATTICE WOVEN WIRE 
F. W. POTTER & SOAR LTD. 


PHIPP STREET LONDON E.C.2 
Shoreditch 9582 (3 lines) 


| AVY, 3 
FIRE-ACCIDENT 
MARINE 
y 
AND 
sun insurance office Ltd. 
HEAD OFFICE 
63 THREADNEEDLE STREET - LONDON - 
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for a Synthetic Wood Block Floor at Low Cost 


NORTONIA 


RUBBER IMPREGNATED FLOOR BLOCKS 
6in x 2in x gin — LAID IN SAND AND CEMENT 


NO MEMBRANE REQUIRED GUARANTEED — FIVE YEARS 
MAINTAINED BY WASHING PLAIN AND MULTI COLOURED — PLEASING SHADES 


A res laid in Technical Colleges, Schools, Churches, Factories, etc. 


IDEAL UNDER CONCENTRATED TRAFFIC 


THE TERRADURA FLOORING Co. LTD. 
PROVIDENCE FACTORY, NORTON STREET 


Samples and prices 
on request MILES PLATTING, MANCHESTER, 10 


Established 50 years Telephone - Collyhurst 1059 - 4533 


A service women appreciate... 


SANFIRE 


ELECTRIC SANITARY INCINERATORS 


Safe + Reliable + Hygienic 
Every unit guaranteed 12 months 


<~SANFIRE MINOR 
Wall mounting for the smaller premises. 
Cat. No.PH 6740 £265. 
See descriptive publication PH 4283 


SANFIRE MAJOR > 
Pedestal unit for the larger establishment. 
Cat. No, PH 6681 £49.15.0. 
See descriptive publication PH 1952 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CONTRACTS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Wednesday Issue 


TENDERS 


APPOINTMENTS 


APPOINTMENTS (cont) 


APPOINTMENTS (cont) 


Lendon County Council 

Architect's Department 
VACANCIES for Architectural Assistants, starting 
salary up to £860. Full and interesting pro- 
—_ of houses, flats, schools and general 

ings. 

Ss ~~ from The 
County Hall, S.E.1, 
quoting ARTEK (ise) (0166 


Kingston upon Hull Education Committee 
poajenst College of Art & Crafts 
Principal: S. I. A.R.C.ALond.), 


School of Architecture 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the of 

jor Lecturer in the School of 
which conducts a five-year full-time Dip 
course in Architecture and a part-time course 
Town Planning. Candidates should have had 
some years of professional experience and possess 
a degree or diploma of a recognized School of 

Burnham Technical Scale: £1,417 10s x 

627 10s. 

Application forms, to be returned not later than 
Ma 7, 1959, will be supplied by the Chief 
Education Officer, Guildhall, on upon inns 


London Brick Company Limited 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the ition of 
Assistant Architect in the Estates rtment, 
Stewartby, Bedford. 

It will be an if the applicant is an 


Leadon County Council 

Architect’s Department 
APPLICATIONS are invited for appointment as 
incipal Housing Architect, to be responsible to 
the Architect for the Housing Division (total staff 
about 340), which is responsible for the design 
and erection of most of the Council's housing. 
Experience of public architecture is not essential 
but the person selected must be able to organize, 
lead and inspire a large division. Commencing 
salary according to qualifications and experience 
within scale £2,450 x £100—£2,650 a year. The 
position is permanent and pensionable. Further 
Particulars and application form from Clerk of 
the Council (CL/G), County Hall, London, S.E.1. 
Returnable by March 23, 1959. (332) [4864 


County Borough of Blackpool 
APPLICATIONS (by Friday, March 6, 1959) are 
invited for the following posts in the Borough 
Surveyor’s Department: 

Assistant Architects. Special scale (£750/ 
£1,030 per annum). 

Architectural Assistants. APT I (£575/£725 per 
annum). 

Application forms and particulars obtainable 
from the Borough Surveyor (Arthur Hamilton, 
A.R.1.B.A.), P.O. Box 17, Municipal Buildings, 


Blackpool. 
ERNEST C. LEE, 
Town Clerk. 
(4861 


Transport Commission 
Office of the Architect 
Py, Architects. Salary range: £1,475/ 
Practical experience in design and supervision 
of architectural works. Design ability, initiative 
and génuine interest in all a ts of present-day 
architecture essential. Town Suasiog qualification 
and experience an advantage. 
Senior Assistant Architect. 
£1,200/£1,420 p.a. 
Experience in architectural practice; design 
ability, with practical approach to office routine. 
Assistant Architect. Salary range: £943/£985 p.a. 
Good draughtsman with design ability. 
All app'icants must be A.R.I.B.A 


Salary range: 


Superannuation scheme; certain free travel 
facilities; ion. Write stating age, 
qualifications and ex 4 to: Principal Estab- 
lishment and Staff British Transport Com- 
mission, 222 Sderyisbone’ Road, London, N.W.1, 
within 14 days. S.a.e. for 

57 


Associate the Royal Institution of British 
Architects. 

Housing accommodation can be made ilable 
if 


ey giving details of training, age, 
qualifications, experience and stating salary re- 
quired, should be submitted as soon as possible 
the Personnel Manager, Stewartby, 


County Borough of Derby 
Borough Architect's Department 


(a) Senior Assistant 1 Grade 
030 per annum). lifications: 
(b) Assistant Architect, APT Grade I (£575— 
webs per annum), Qualifications: Intermediate 


Commencing salary according to qualifications 
and experience. 

Permanent superannuable appointments, subject 
to one month’s notice and to medical examina- 
tion. National Conditions of Service. 

Application forms obtainable from and to be 
returned to the Borough Architect, The Council 
House, Corporation Saree, Derby, not later than 
Monday, 9, 1959 

. H. EMLYN 


‘own Clerk. 
February 13, 1959. [4865 


Hartow Development Corporation 
Architect/Planner: Frederick Gibberd, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. 


Executive Architect: Victor 
A.R.LB.A., Dip.T.P., A.R.1.C.S., A.M.T.P 
“A” Assistant Architect (£934/£1,146 


um) 

Assistant Architect (£679 /£811 per annum). 

“C" Junior Assistant (£562/£647 per annum). 

Applications invited suitably qualified 
candidates for work on varied and interesting 
oy of housing, commercial and industrial 

Idings, which offers exceptional opportunities 
in the field of contemporary architecture. 

Candidates for ““A”’ should possess quali- 
fication of A.R.I.B.A., or equivalent. 

Candidates for post “‘B’’ should possess mini- 
of Intermediate examination 
. 

Candidates for post “‘C’’ should be good 
draughtsmen with some experience in an architect’s 
office. 


Housing accc dation available for successful 
candidates. 

Pg may giving full details and stating post 

lied for to be submitted with names of two 
come to General Manager, Terlings, Harlow, 
Essex, within 10 days. [4858 


Leeds Regional Hospital Board 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
appointments: 

(a) Senior Assistant Architects. Salary scale 
£1,010/£1,195 per annum. 


(b) Assistant Architects. £700/ 
£1,015 per annum. C< ing sala 
upon relevant practical experience, but the addi- 
tional increments granted will not be more than 
the number of years by which the officer’s age 
exceeds 23. 

Applicants for the Senior and Assistant sopeim- 
ments must be Associate Members of the R.I.B.A 


(c) Architectural Assistants. Salary scale £525/ 
£720 per annum. 


Applicants must have the Intermediate 
examination of the R.I. and have had a 
sound architectural training ae some experience 
in a practising architect's is essential. 

Salary scales at present under review. 

The above appointments offer excellent oppor- 
tunities to architects to design and construct a 
wide range of hospital buildings, including nurses’ 
homes, houses, flats, kitchens, laundries and 
boiler houses. The service is an expanding one 
and many new hospital projects are to be built 
in the immediate future. 

Applications, giving age, experience and the 
mames of two referees, to the Secretary, Park 
Parade, Harrogate, by not later than March 7, 
1959. [4859 


States of Jersey 
JUNIOR ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMAN 


APPLICANTS invited for this appointment in 
States’ Engineer's office. Salary in range £525/ 
£650, according to age and experience. 
Applicants must be cc tent 
capable of preparing working drawings from 
sketch plans. They should have a good know- 
ledze of surveying both land and buildings. The 
post will, in first instance, be of a temporary 
nature for minimum period of two years, ter- 
minable by one month’s notice on either side. 
Write, stating age, qualifications, experience and 
enclosing copies of two recent testimonials, to 
Greffier of the States, States’ Greffe, Jersey, C.1., 
before February 28. [4860 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Use this Form for your Sales and Wants 


To “THE ARCHITECT and Building News"’ Classified Advertisement Department, Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1. Waterloo 3333 
PLEASE INSERT THE ADVERTISEMENT INDICATED ON FORM BELOW 


@ RATE : 1/9 PER LINE—MIN. 3/6. AVERAGE LINE 6 WORDS. 


a ep WANTED special rate 6d. PER LINE—MIN. 1/6. 
Name and address to be included in charge if used in advertisement. 


20/- PER INCH—MIN, HALF INCH. 


BOX NUMBERS add 2 words Plus t/-. 
PRESS DAY : ist POST MONDAY. 


Cheques, etc. payable to Iliffe & Sons Ltd. and crossed & Co. 
section 


@ See first page of miscellaneous 


for further details. 


| REMITTANCE VALUE .................... ENCLOSED 


Please write in block letters with ball pen or pencil 


NUMBER OF INSERTIONS. 
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APPOINTMENTS (cont) 


Hampshire County Council 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
APT Grade II (£725/£845) 
REQUIRED in the County Architect's Depart- 
ment, Candidates must have passed the Inter- 
mediate Examination of the R.1.B.A. or exemp- 
tion through a recognized school of architecture, 
and have had considerable office experience. 
post is pensionable and subject to a satisfactory 
medical report. Assistance with removal and 
other expenses in approved cases. 
Application forms (send s.a.e.), returnable by 
March 6, from the Clerk of the County Council, 
The Castle, Winchester. [4366 


County Borough of Blackpool 
APPLICATIONS (by Friday, March 6, 1959) are 
invited for the post of Town Planning Assistant, 
APT IV (£1,025/£1,175 per annum) in the Borough 
Surveyor’s Department. 

Commencing salary will be fixed at any point 
within the grade in accordance with experience. 
Application forms and particulars obtainable 
from Borough Surveyor (Arthur Hamilton, B.Sc.), 
P.O. Box 17, Municipal Buildings, Blackpool. 
ERNEST C. LEE, 
Town Clerk. 
[4862 


Beeston and erent Urban District Council 
JUNIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
appointment. Salary APT Grade I (£575/£725). 
Commencing salary according to qualifications 

and experience. 

Applications, accompanied by the names and 
addresses of two referees, should be forwarded 
to the Surveyor, Town Hall, Beeston, Nottingham, 
as soon as possible. 

H. D. JEFFRIES, 
Clerk of the Council. 
[4863 


tralized lines are charged at 20/- per inch 

per line, nimum a wor us for ; 

average line 6 words. Each para charged registration and forwarding replies which — 

separately. Advertisements for Situations should be addressed c/o “The Architect & stamford Street, London, $.E.! ’ 

Wanted are accepted at the specially reduced Building News,’’ Dorset House, Stamford é ee ean 

rate of 6d per line, minimum 1/6d. Street, London, S.£.1. No responsibility accepted for errors 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- SITUATIONS WANTED 


MENTS VACANT (cont) 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 


Advertisements under this heading only 
are accepted at the specially reduced rate 
of 6d per line, minimum 1/6, 


seoeuers SENIOR ASSISTANT of about ASSISTANTS of R.1.B.A. Intermediate Standard 
1.B.A. Final Standard or equivalent, required required in busy and growing practice in London 
busy architect's office. Apply B. Stevens & area. Applicants should be capable of running 
Partners, 49 Havelock Road, Hastings. Tel. 5368. contracts up to £6,000 in value, including work- 
(4834 ing drawinss, specification and supervision. 

Experience of industrial and multi-storey housing 
an advantage. Apply in writing giving full par- 
ticulars of training, experience and salary re- 
quired to Box 1936. [4852 


A.R.LB.A. (38), excellent references, for health 
reasons seeks free-lance work at home, and offers 
his services to the profession on hourly basis or 
by arrangement. Box 1583. [4790 


ARCHITECT from the Continent (44), excellent 
references, varied experience (including university 
teaching) offers his services. Box 1935. (4851 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT required to 
work on industrial buildings. Preferably qualified, 
with minimum of two years’ experience. Salary 
according to age and experience. Ramsey, 
Murray, White & Ward, 32 Wigmore Street, W.1. 


ASSISTANTS required, Intermediate to Final 
[4856 Standard, for interesting commercial and indus- 

trial work. Salary commensurate with ability and 

enthusiasm. Good office ——_,. lunch facili- 
ARCHITECTURAL firm in Home Counties with ties. Apply in writing to Alan A. Brig:s, 
varied practice, require Assistants. Intermediate, F.R.1.B.A., 10 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
Qualified, or at that standard. State experience [4849 
and salary required to Box 1979. [0136 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


CLERK OF WORKS required for school building 
contract now in progress in Surbiton area. Four- 
five months engagement starting on or about 
March 2. State age, experience, when free and 


SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 


wanted as studio leader in general practice. 


ASSISTANTS required by Mayfair Architects and 


Planning Consultants with varied home and over Apply in writing for an appointment to: Messrs. salary (required, and any references or ee 
seas practice. Five-day week. Telephone Eberlin & Darbyshire, 3 College Street, Notting- 4 
appointment. Regent 2291. ham. [4869 


WORK WANTED 


Littlewoods Mail Order Stores Ltd 


require 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS 
for the Construction Department 


This progressive and expanding company is undertaking an extensive 
building development programme and a variety of interesting projects 
are in progress throughout the British Isles. The vacancies should appeal 
particularly to young men who have just become Associates of the R.LB.A. 
or have reached inter R.I.B.A. standard. They will be given every en- 
couragement to exercise initiative and acquire wider experience in a well- 
established department. Generous starting salaries. Staff Life Assurance and 
Pension Scheme. Five-day week. Applications in writing should be 
addressed to: Establishments Manager (Ref. AA/57/ABN), Littlewoods 
Mail Order Stores Ltd., Spinney House, Church Street, Liverpool X. 


G. BARTER & CO.. Industrial Decorative Spray 
and Brush Painters (labour only on contract). We 
supply equipment. ta Whitton Way. Hounslow, 
Middlesex. HOUnslow 9615, SOUthall 


SERVICES OFFERED 


SURVEY of land or buildings, also drawings, 
specifications, quantities, final accounts, estimates 
ato for new, existing or conversion work. 

{0200 


FOR SALE 


ALL HARDWOOD MOULDINGS, pisin and 
embossed. embossed ornaments and dowels, Send 
for catalowue and today's lowest prices.—Dareve’s 


LITTLEWOODS MAIL ORDER STORES LTD for and tpday's Toweat price “Dat 
require E8.  Clissold 1543/4, jorad 
CLERKS OF WORKS JOINTLESS. COMPOSITION FLOORING 


attractive colour range—quotations free. Full 
for their Construction Department particulars from the Liotex Asbestos Flooring 


‘ Co. Ltd., 3 Corbetts London, S.E.15, 

This phen seme and expanding company is undertaking an extensive (Dept. Aj, Bermondsey 4341-2-3, {0622 
buildin velopment programme throughout the British Isles. Applicants 

should be competent to supervise all building trades and previous ex 


rience ; 
; in the erection of large stores and commercial buildings would be an j* 
appointments necessitate residence from home 
or periods, but generous out-of-town allowances will paid. Good ITCHEN CABINET, 

commencing Staff Life Assurance and Pension Scheme. Applications 6624 12 
D in writing should be addressed to: 

Establishments Manager, (Ref. CW/59/ABN), Littlewoods Mail Order 
: Stores Ltd., Spinney House, Church Street, Liverpool X. 


Classified advertisements 
continued overleaf 
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BUILDINGS FOR SALE 


MISCELLANEOUS 


AUCTION 


SECOND-HAND Sectional Timber Buildings, 
completely reconditioned, delivered free 100 miles, 
by i2ft £102; 3Oft by £138; 30ft by 
£154; 60ft by 2vft £302. Floors extra. Universai 
Craburee y, Beivedere, Kent. 
2948. {0082 


BUSINESS & PROPERTY 


OFFICES to ‘ket at Clarence House, Arthur 
Street, London Bridge, near Monument. First 
floor—one room 110ft, super, another 260ft, 
super, fitted with electric light, gas heating, 
moderate terms, View by appointment. Apply 
Box 1977. {4855 


OFFICES to ict in W.1 area, Pi raven suitable 
for architects. Two large well-lit 
with own toilet facilities. Box 2011. [4867 


SITE IN BARNES for small block flats with 
garden. Two gentleman (one a solicitor) wish 
pe architect interested residing there (with 
advert and others) after jointly erec taaee 
block. 2012. 


INDUSTRIAL SITES FOR 
DISPOSAL 


INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL SITES 
FOR DISPOSAL 


Orpington, 1} acres. Freehold. 
Sidcup, 7,200 ft. Freehold. 
Belvedere, 21 acres. Freehold. 5 acres. Freehold. 
Croydon, 22,00 ft. Ground Lease. 
Bermondsey, 8, F 
Chariton, 6,500 sq ft. Freehold. 
Sevenoaks, 30 acres. Freehold. 
Elephant, 14,500 sq ft. 
Deptford, 50,000 sq ft. 
Gravesend, 3 acres. Freehold. 
Plymouth, 14 acres. Freehold. 
Chamberlain & Willows 
23 Moorgate, E.C.2 
(MET 8001) 


STEEL AND WOVEN TAPES 
REPAIRED at moderate cost with prompt 
dispatch. Send a broken tape for trial. Large 
stocks of new Chesterman Steel and Woven Tapes 
in all patterns and tations per return. 
Mor discounts ips & Son (Upton 


CRANES FOR HIRE 


CRANE HIRE SPECIALISTS 
LOWER BRISTOL ROAD, BATH 
Consult 
G. W. SPARROW & SONS LTD. 
with all your lifting problems. 

Lifts up to 50 ton Jib extensions to 170ft 
COUNTRY WIDE SERVICE 


Phones : Bath 78158-78450 
{0201 


EDUCATIONAL 


GUARANTEED EXAMINATION COACHING 
for R.I.B.A., R.L.Ch. Surveyors, I.Qty. Surveyors, 
I.Mun.£., [.Stract.E. etc. First-class instruction 
courses in all aspects of Architecture, Buildi 

Draughtsmanship, Surveying, Civil, Municipal’ 
Structural and Sanitary Engineering. Write for 
free ‘go International Correspondence 
Schools, 71 Kingsway, Dept. 518, London, Wishes 


INSURANCE 


ARCHITECTS’ Indemnity Insurance effected.— 
Piease write for Proposal Form to E. J. Saxby, 
Incorporated Insurance Broker, 37a Carfax, Hor- 

» Sussex. Tel. 3000. [4644 


CHAMBERLAIN & WILLOWS 
will sell by Auction 
at the City Auction Hall, 58 Coleman Street, E.C.2 
on Thursday, March 12, 1959, at 4 p.m. 
VACANT INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES 
Freehold premises ripe for redeve 
322/324 Old Street, E.C.1 (7,300 sq ft) 
Thameside Freehold Factory 
47/48 Bankside, Southwark, S.E.1 (16. 650 sq ft) 
Particulars and Conditions of Sale of the 
Auctioneers: 
23 Moorgate, E.C.2 


Tel.:, MET 8001—10 lines 
[4838 


BOOKS 


ARCHITECTURE AS 
handbook for students. 
M.T.P.1., A.R.1.B.A., 
F.S.A.(Scot.) R.LB.A., .T.P. 
Planning. is offers practical and com- 
prehensive information on the R.I.B.A. examina- 
tions, scholarships and prizes, architectural office 
routine, obtaining commissions, making drawings, 
studying building construction and many other 
matters the intending architect needs to know. 
10s 6d from all booksellers. Ils 3d 
from Lliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset 

Street, London, S.E.1. 


use, Stamford 


BUILDING TECHNIQUE FOR DOMESTIC 
R STRUCTURES. Edwin Gunn, 

A.R.1.B.A., Revised by John Brandon-Jones, 
A.A.Dip., LR.1.B.A., 3rd edition. Fully revised 
edition of a well-known reference book on con- 
structional (formerly “‘Modern Building 
Technique’) containing a lifetime of first-hand 
experience, proved on the building site, it is an 
indispensable tool for both the architect and the 
builder. A valuable feature is the large number 
of references to publications of such bodies as 
the Building Research Station and the British 
Standards Institution. 21s net, from all - 
sellers, 22s 
rtment, 
Stamford Street, London, S.E 


INDEX 
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24-29 HYDE PARK SQUARE 


Bradfords were responsible for the frame, floors and 
staircases 


— 


Architecture is pre-eminently the art 


of significant forms in space—that 
is, forms significant of function. 


Claude Bragdon. 


BRADFORDS 


FOR CONCRETE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 


F. BRADFORD & CO. LTD - ANGEL ROAD - LONDON - N.18 - Telephone: Edmonton 4267 


Architects: Clyde Young & Bernard Engle, F.R.1.B.A. 
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? prestressed 


HOLLOW STEEL MOULD CONSTRUCTION | 


...is particularly 


suitable where the live loads 
are light and long spans with 
few intermediate beams are desirable 


The BRC Booklet * Hollow Steel Mould Construction” is available on request 


BRC PRESTRESSED 


STEEL MOULD FLOOR 
TEST UNIT 4’ 0° WIDE 


SPAN 40 FT. OVERALL DEPTH 17” 

crs. TOP SLAB 2”. ONE 12 wire 
FREYSSINET CABLE IN EACH 
RIB. CONCRETE MIX 1: 
vol. (5,000 Ib./sq. in. @ 28 day: 
DESIGN LOAD: 60 Ib. ft’. 
WEIGHT 60 Ib./ft*. UNIT IS SUP- 
PORTING 8 TONS. EQUAL TO 
TWICE THE DESIGN LOAD 


THE BRITISH REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERING CO. LTD., STAFFORD 
London, Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Cardiff, Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast, 
Bulawayo, Calcutta, Johannesburg, Singapore, Vancouver. Export Sales: 54 Grosvenor Street, London, W.! 
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